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Rezumat

Investigatiile auditorului in misiunile de audit al situatiilor
financiare sunt planificate in conformitate cu standardele
si ghidurile profesionale de referinta. O etapd esentiala a
planificarii este stabilirea riscului de audit prin evaluarea
componentelor sale: riscul inerent, riscul de control si
riscul de detectare. Aceasta presupune aplicarea unui
model de risc de audit care s& pund in evidentd criteriile
de evaluare a acestor riscuri gi relatiile de
interdependenté dintre ele.

In literatura de specialitate se aduc in discutie in
legatura cu riscurile componente ale unui model de risc
Si alte tipuri de riscuri: riscul afacerii, riscul
angajamentului de audit, riscurile semnificative.

Toate aceste aspecte fac subiectul studiului de fatd,
care a avut la baza standardele si ghidurile profesionale
in domeniu, precum i cateva lucréri de referinté din
literatura de specialitate.

Concluzia studiului este ca auditorii nu pot realiza
obiectivul unei misiuni de audit al situatiilor financiare, si
de asigurare in general, dacad nu elaboreaza sau nu fac
apel la un model de risc de audit, daca nu stdpénesc
criteriile de evaluare a componentelor acestui model,
raportdndu-se permanent la relatiile dintre acestea si
daca nu identifica tipologia si evalueaza alte riscuri care
sustin infelegerea entitatii i a riscului de audit.

Cuvinte-cheie: model de risc de audit, risc inerent, risc
de control, risc de detectare, riscul afacerii

Clasificare JEL: M42



Misiunile de asigurare pe care le efectueaza auditorii
presupun stabilirea de catre acestia a unui nivel de risc
pe care sunt dispusi sa il accepte, cu referire la
dimensiunea minima a erorilor cuprinse in informatiile
financiare (sau nefinanciare) asupra carora emit
asigurarea. In cazul auditului situatiilor financiare nivelul
acestui risc, numit risc de audit sau risc de audit
acceptabil, se refera la dimensiunea maxima acceptata
a denaturarilor semnificative cuprinse in situatiile
financiare.

Pentru a stabili riscul de audit se utilizeaza ca baza de
referintd un model care contine céteva categorii de
riscuri pe care auditorul trebuie sa le evalueze in functie
de anumite criterii. n functie de aceste evaluari,
demersul auditorului determina reducerea riscului de
audit la nivelul acceptabil in circumstantele misiunii.

Deoarece standardele de audit si ghidul profesional nu
prezinta in mod explicit modelul riscului de audit si
relatiile dintre componentele sale consideram necesar
s& aducem in atentia auditorilor cateva elemente de
referintd deoarece stapénirea acestui model sustine
stabilirea unui element esential al misiunii: gradul de
asigurare pe care auditorul trebuie sa il obtina prin
procedurile sale.

Am considerat, de asemenea, ca auditorii, implicati in
mare masura in aplicarea procedurilor de audit
prevazute de ghidul profesional de referinta, pot ocoli
sau apela mai rar la referintele conceptuale care sustin
rationamentele profesionale. De aceea, o reamintire a
acestora este binevenita.

Am studiat Standardele Internationale de Audit i alte
documente elaborate de IFAC pentru a constata
referintele conceptuale privind riscul de audit si
componentele acestuia. Am studiat Ghidul privind un
audit de calitate, pentru a constata daca acesta ofera
bazele conceptuale ale procedurilor privind evaluarea
riscurilor gi stabilirea marimii esantioanelor.

Am consultat cateva publicatii de referinta din literatura
de specialitate in domeniu, atét cea aparuta in
strainatate, cat si cea publicata de specialistii romani,
pentru a constata modul in care este prezentat modelul
riscului de audit si rationamentele profesionale cu privire
la acesta.

Riscul unei misiuni de asigurare este riscul ca
practicianul sa exprime o concluzie necorespunzatoare
atunci cand informatiile sunt denaturate semnificativ.
Aceasta este definitia mentionata de Cadrul general
international pentru misiunile de asigurare.
Corespunzator acestei definitii, Standardul International
de Audit ISA 200 Obiective generale ale auditorului
independent si desfasurarea unui audit in conformitate
cu Standardele Internationale de Audit — 1SAs,
precizeaza ca riscul de audit este riscul ca auditorul sa
exprime o opinie necorespunzatoare atunci cand
situatiile financiare sunt denaturate semnificativ*.

Riscul de audit combina riscul existentei denaturarilor
semnificative datorate fraudei sau erorii in situatiile
financiare cu riscul esecului sistemului de control intern
de a le detecta si corecta si cu riscul ca auditorul sa nu
depisteze aceste denaturari.

Esecurile corporative din SUA din anul 2002 au scos in
evidenta slabiciunile metodologiei de audit din acel
moment. In consecintd, a aparut necesitatea revizuirii
modelului de risc de audit utilizat pana la acel moment.
Acesta, care este un model de planificare, nu este un
miracol care ii permite auditorului sa stabileasca in mod
fix cantitatea sau tipul testelor pe care trebuie sa le
efectueze. Mai mult, acest model este utilizat mai ales in
scopuri conceptuale.

Auditorul utilizeaza un model de risc de audit pentru a
estima gradul de asigurare necesar pentru testele
importante (substantiale) atunci cand tine cont de nivelul
riscului de audit si evaluarea riscului inerent si a riscului
de control.

In practica, multi auditori utilizeaza o schema cu termenii
Jfdicat, mediu, scazut” pentru alocarea riscului in
interiorul modelului. Nu numai ca este dificil sa calculezi
si sa aloci procente fixe, dar este greu sa stabilesti o
formula de calcul pentru aceasta (Spector, 2007, p. 2).

Importanta unui model al riscului de audit nu rezulta din
cuantificarea riscului, ci din faptul ca il obliga pe auditor
sd ia n considerare fiecare componenta a riscului in
contextul dat si la documentarea fiecarei decizii. Initial,

1 IFAC, Manual de Reglementari Internationale de Control al
Calitétii, Audit, Revizuire, Alte Servicii de Asigurare si Servicii
Conexe, Bucuresti, 2012, p. 78
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auditorul determina nivelul acceptabil al riscului de audit.
Apoi, riscul inerent este evaluat in mod distinct pentru
fiecare dintre asertiunile managementului clientului,
precum si pentru entitate ca intreg. In continuare se
procedeaza la evaluarea riscului de control pe o baza
legaté de asertiuni. In final, procedurile de audit sunt
astfel realizate incét riscul de detectare, combinat cu
riscul inerent si riscul de control, reduce riscul de audit la
nivelul acceptabil.

Existenta unui model al riscului de audit nu este
mentionata in mod expres in standardele ISA. Tn
standardul mentionat mai sus este prevazut ca riscul de
audit este o functie a riscurilor de denaturare
semnificativa si a riscului de detectare. Riscul de
denaturare semnificativa este riscul ca situatiile
financiare sa fie denaturate semnificativ inainte de
efectuarea procedurilor auditorului. Acesta are doua
componente, riscul inerent si riscul de control, ceea ce
face ca functia mentionata mai sus sa poata fi exprimata
astfel:

Riscul de audit = f (risc inerent, risc de control, risc de
detectare)

In Standardele Internationale de Audit (ISAs) nu gasim
alte referinte cu privire la existenta unui model al riscului
de audit.

Relatia dintre componentele riscului de audit este
prezentata in Ghidul de utilizare a ISA-urilor in auditarea
intreprinderilor mici $i mijlocii, editat de Federatia
Internationala a Profesionigtilor Contabili — IFAC, in care
intalnim mentiunea ca riscul de audit poate fi prezentat
astfel:

Riscul de audit = Riscul de denaturare semnificativa x
Riscul de detectare

Facem precizarea ca termenul ,risc de detectare”
reprezinta traducerea in limba romana a celui de
referintd la nivel international: ,detection risk”. Este
adevarat ca definitia acestui risc se refera la
nedetectarea de catre auditor a denaturérilor
semnificative si ar trebui utilizat sub denumirea de risc
de nedetectare, asa cum se gaseste in literatura de
specialitate (de ex. Danescu, 2007, p.103). Am pastrat
insa forma existenta in traducerea oficiala a
Standardelor Internationale de Audit.

Utilizdnd o analogie simpla cu o saritura in inaltime la
atletism, in acest ghid se mentioneaza ca pragul de

semnificatie ar fi echivalent cu inaltimea stachetei peste
care trebuie sa sara atletul, n timp ce riscul de audit
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este echivalent cu nivelul de dificultate inerent sariturii la
acea inaltime (riscul de denaturare semnificativa),
combinat cu riscul suplimentar al unei erori in strategia
efectuarii saltului sau in executare (riscul de detectare)*.

Tn ghidul profesional pus la dispozitia auditorilor in
Romania (Ghidul privind un audit de calitate) nu exista
referinte cu privire la un model de risc de audit.

Daca in standarde si ghiduri nu gasim, in mod concret,
referiri la existenta unui model al riscului de audit, in
schimb, literatura de specialitate completeaza in mod
satisfacator doctrina privind acest aspect.

Tn general, literatura de specialitate, prevede existenta
(si necesitatea) unui model de risc de audit, facand apel
la urmatoarea formula de baza:

RA=RIXRCXRD
unde RA = Riscul de audit
RI = Risc inerent
RC = Risc de control
RD = Risc de detectare

In alte lucréri (Arens et al., 2012, p. 259), modelul este
definit printr-o formula de calcul a riscului de detectare
planificat;

RDP= RAA/RIXRC
unde RDP = Risc de detectare planificat
RAA = Risc de audit acceptabil

Constatam in literatura de specialitate (Soltani, 2007,
p.222) si un model ugor extins fatd de modelul de baza:

RA= RIXRCXDR=RIXRCXRPAXRTD
unde RPA = Risc din aplicarea procedurilor analitice
RTD = Risc din aplicarea testelor de detaliu

Tn acest model riscul de detectare are doua
componente: riscul de detectare legat de procedurile
analitice (riscul ca erori semnificative sa nu fie corectate
prin controalele interne si sa raména nedetectat de
auditor in urma aplicarii procedurilor analitice) si riscul
provenit din aplicarea testelor de detaliu (nivelul riscului
acceptabil necesar pentru obtinerea riscului de audit
general dorit). In mod optim, riscul de detectare trebuie
impartit in aceste doua componente ca fiind doua clase
de proceduri substantial diferite.

TIFAC, Ghid de utilizare a ISA-urilor in auditarea intreprinde-
rifor mici si mijlocii, Editura CECCAR, 2012, p. 92



Presupunem ca riscul de audit acceptabil este stabilit la
nivelul de 5%, ceea ce presupune ca nivelul de
asigurare necesar pentru misiune este de 95%.

Presupunem, de asemenea, ca riscul inerent a fost
evaluat la 40% si riscul de control la 60%.

RD=RAA/RIXRC=0,05/0,4X0,6=0,05/0,24 =
0,20 = 20%

Acest rezultat inseamna c&, pentru a respecta nivelul
riscului de audit acceptabil, auditorul trebuie sa obtina
prin procedurile sale de colectare si testare de probe un
nivel de asigurare de 80%.

Riscul de detectare planificat este riscul ca probele de
audit pentru un segment sa nu depisteze denaturarile
situate peste nivelul erorii tolerabile. Acest risc este
dependent de ceilalti factori din model si se schimba
doar daca auditorul modifica unul sau mai multi factori
din model. De asemenea, acest risc determina
cantitatea de probe pe care auditorul trebuie sa le
colecteze, aflata intr-o relatie inversa cu nivelul acestui
risc. Daca nivelul riscului de detectare scade atunci
cantitatea de probe necesara creste.

Riscul inerent masoara evaluarea auditorului cu privire
la probabilitatea existentei denaturéarilor semnificative ca
urmare a fraudei sau erorii dintr-un segment, Tnainte de
evaluarea controlului intern. Daca auditorul
concluzioneaza ca probabilitatea denaturarilor este
ridicata, atunci considera ca riscul inerent este ridicat.
Controalele interne sunt ignorate in evaluarea acestui
risc deoarece ele vor fi luate in considerare separat.
Riscul inerent se afla intr-o relatie inversa cu riscul de
detectare si intr-o relatie directad cu probele de audit.

Includerea riscului inerent in modelul riscului de audit
este unul dintre cele mai importante concepte in audit.
Aceasta implica obligatia auditorului de a stabili unde
exista o probabilitate mai mica sau mai mare de existen-
ta a denaturarilor in segmentele situatiilor financiare.
Aceasta informatie afecteaza cantitatea probelor pe care
auditorul trebuie sa le colecteze, alocarea
responsabilitatilor si revizuirea documentatiei de audit.

Auditorul evalueaza diferiti factori in vederea stabilirii
riscului inerent si a probelor pe care trebuie sa le
colecteze, dintre care cei semnificativi sunt (Arens et al.,
2012, p. 266):

e Natura afacerii clientului

¢ Rezultatele auditurilor precedente
¢ Angajament nou sau recurent

o Existenta partilor afiliate

e Operatiuni neobignuite

o Rationamentele cerute pentru inregistrarea corecta a
tranzactiilor

o Stabilirea populatiei
o Factori privind raportarea financiara frauduloasa
e Factori privind deturnarea activelor

Riscul de control masoara evaluarea auditorului cu
privire la situatia daca denaturarile care depasesc nivelul
erorii tolerabile sunt prevenite sau detectate de controlul
intern al entitatii. Daca auditorul considera ca sistemul
de control intern este complet ineficient in prevenire sau
detectare, riscul de control va fi evaluat ca fiind foarte
ridicat, poate chiar 100%. Pe langa aceasta situatie,
punem in evidentd situatia destul de des intélnita in
misiunile de audit din Romania, in care entitatile nu au
organizat un sistem de control intern.

Relatia intre riscul inerent si riscul de control este
apropiata. De exemplu, un risc inerent de 60% si un risc
de control de 40% au aceeasi influenta in stabilirea
riscului de detectare ca si situatia unui risc inerent de
40% si un risc de control de 60%.

Tnainte ca auditorii s3 evalueze riscul de control la un
nivel mai mic de 100%, ei trebuie sa obtina o intelegere
a sistemului de control intern, sa evalueze cum acesta
functioneaza si sa testeze controalele interne pentru
functionare efectiva. Obtinerea intelegerii controlului
intern este o procedura comuna pentru toate auditurile.
Celelalte doua sunt pasi in procedura de evaluare a
riscului de control atunci cand auditorul doreste sa
reduca acest risc.

Riscul de audit acceptabil este 0 masura a cat este
dispus auditorul sa accepte existenta unor denaturari
semnificative in situatiile financiare dupa ce auditul a
fost finalizat si 0 opinie fara rezerve este exprimata.

Intalnim in literatura de specialitate 0 anumita categorie
de risc, aflat in legatura directa cu riscul de audit
acceptabil. Pentru a decide cu privire la riscul de audit
acceptabil corespunzator, auditorul stabileste riscul
misiunii de audit® (Arens et al., 2012, p. 263). Acesta

' Termenul ,engagement” a fost tradus in limba romana atét in
forma ,angajament”, cat si in forma ,misiune”. Versiunea in
vigoare a Standardelor Internationale de Audit, traduse in
limba romana, prevad forma ,misiune”. Cei doi termeni au
acelasi inteles.
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este riscul ca auditorul sa sufere prejudicii dupa ce
auditul a fost finalizat, chiar daca raportul sau de audit a
fost corect. Riscul misiunii are o legatura apropiata cu
riscul afacerii. De exemplu, daca un client isi declara
falimentul dupa ce auditul a fost efectuat, probabilitatea
de atragere in raspundere juridica a auditorului este
ridicata chiar daca auditul efectuat are un nivel calitativ
ridicat. Unii auditori sunt de acord cu privire la necesi-
tatea luarii in considerare a acestui risc la planificarea
auditului, altii nu. Dar cei care se opun influentei riscului
misiunii asupra volumului probelor colectate nu pot
furniza opinii pentru nivele diferite de asigurare. In
schimb, cei care accepta aceasta idee considera ca este
corect ca auditorii sa colecteze mai multe probe de
audit, ceea ce asigura mai multa experienta si conduce
la 0 revizuire mai riguroasa a auditului, mai ales in
situatia expunerii juridice ridicate sau alte actiuni
adverse care pot afecta existenta auditorului.

Atunci cand auditorii modifica procedura de colectare a
probelor prin luarea in calcul a riscului misiunii, aceasta
este 0 dovada a controlului asupra riscului de audit
acceptabil. Cétiva factori influenteaza riscul misiunii si,
implicit, riscul de audit acceptabil:

e  Gradul in care utilizatorii externi au incredere in
situatiile financiare

e Probabilitatea ca entitatea client sa aiba dificultati
financiare dupa ce raportul de audit este publicat

e Integritatea managementului

Standardele de audit nu prevad in mod expres, dar in
practica se utilizeaza o referinta pentru nivelul riscului de
audit acceptabil de 5%. In literatura intalnim opinii
conform carora acest risc se poate situa intre 1-2% si
10%.

In literatura de specialitate (Spector, 2007, p. 2) se
discuta si despre faptul ca auditorul este expus la ceea
ce se numeste riscul afacerii’. Riscul afacerii este
asociat cu profitabilitatea entitatii si supravietuirea
acesteia.

Este adusa in discutie necesitate evaluarii, inainte de
evaluarea riscului inerent si a celui de control, a riscului
afacerii. Auditorul utilizeaza cunostintele obtinute n
etapa privind intelegerea afacerii clientului si a industriei
pentru a evalua riscul afacerii clientului, adica riscul ca
afacerea clientului sa esueze in realizarea obiectivelor.
Riscul afacerii clientului poate proveni din mai multi
factori care afecteaza clientul si mediul sau, cum ar fi
declinul semnificativ al economiei care creeaza
amenintari la dresa cash-flow-ului clientului, noile
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tehnologii care erodeaza avantajul competitiv al
clientului sau esecul clientului de a-si realiza strategiile,
precum si al competitorilor sai.

O preocupare initiala a auditorului vizeaza riscul de
denaturare semnificativa a situatiilor financiare datorat
riscului afacerii clientului. De exemplu, companiile
utilizeaza deseori reorganizarea sub forma achizitiilor
sau fuziunilor al caror succes depinde de operatiunile a
doud sau mai multe entitati. Daca planificarea nu este
facuta sinergic, valoarea activelor fixe si a fondului
comercial poate fi deteriorata, afectand imaginea fidela a
situatiilor financiare. Evaluarea de catre auditor a riscului
afacerii clientului tine seama de industria clientului gi de
alti factori externi, precum si de strategia de afaceri a
clientului, procesele si alti factori interni. Auditorul ia in
considerare si faptul ca procedurile de control ale
managementului atenueaza riscul afacerii.

Evaluarea riscului afacerii clientului se realizeaza prin
efectuarea unor proceduri analitice. O asemenea
procedura compara indicatorii clientului cu indicatorii
industriei sau cu cei ai competitorilor in urma céreia se
obtine o informatie importanta privind performanta
companiei client. Aceste teste pot pune in evidenta
diferente anormale in comparatie cu anii precedenti sau
cu media din industrie si ajuta auditorul la identificarea
zonelor cu risc crescut de denaturare, pe care trebuie sa
le aiba in atentie in cursul demersului sau.

Riscurile semnificative sunt riscurile de audit care
necesita consideratii speciale de audit (Hayes et. Al.,
2005, p. 213). Riscurile semnificative se refera in
general la rationamentele profesionale i la tranzactiile
neobisnuite. Rationamentele profesionale se referd, de
exemplu, la estimarile cu privire la valoarea justa a
elementelor prezentate in situatiile financiare.
Operatiunile neobignuite sunt tranzactii care nu sunt
uzuale, fie ca volum sau ca natura, si care nu apar in
mod obignuit in activitatea entitatii.

Ca parte a evaluarii riscului, auditorul stabileste care
dintre riscurile identificate sunt semnificative si necesita
o atentie speciala. Aceasta identificare este importanta
pentru modul in care auditorul stabileste procedurile de
raspuns la riscurile evaluate. In particular, este mai
important pentru riscurile semnificative decat pentru cele
nesemnificative modul in care auditorul evalueaza
controlul intern, inclusiv procedurile relevante de control.
Ca urmare, sunt aplicate proceduri substantiale pentru a
raspunde la riscurile semnificative.



Riscurile semnificative exista in majoritatea misiunilor de
audit, dar determinarea acestora este o problema de
rationament profesional. in identificarea acestor riscuri
auditorii iau in considerare cateva aspecte precum:

e Daca riscul identificat este risc de frauda
e Probabilitatea aparitiei acelui risc

e  Marimea impactului riscului asupra denaturarilor
semnificative si posibilitatea acestuia de a
determina multiple denaturari

e Dacariscul este in legatura cu schimbari recente in
economie, sistemul contabil sau alte schimbari

o Complexitatea tranzactiilor
e Daca riscul implica tranzactii cu partile afiliate

e Gradul de subiectivitate in masurarea informatiilor
financiare

e Daca riscul implica tranzactii care sunt in afara
cursului normal al afacerii sau care atrag atentia
auditorului in etapa de intelegere a entitatii si
mediului sau

Demersurile conceptuale si aplicative nu se limiteaza la
aspectele prezentate. In literatura de specialitate exista
incercari de stabilire a unor modele extinse pentru
evaluarea riscului de audit, modele econometrice,
complexe, utilizand variabile multiple si apeland la teorii
matematice (de exemplu, Teoria Fuzzy). Tn multe

studii se delimiteaza o categorie de risc cu importanta
tot mai mare: riscul de frauda. El face obiectul unor
proceduri aplicate in mod separat de auditor pentru
evaluarea acestuia. Importanta evaluarii acestui risc in
cadrul procedurii de stabilire a riscului de audit,
impreuna cu proceduri de evaluare este scoasa in
evidentd si in literatura de specialitate nationala (Robu,
2014, p. 176). Necesitatea identificarii riscului de frauda
si obligatia auditorului de a efectua proceduri de
evaluare a acestuia sunt prevazute atat in standardul
ISA 240 Responsabilitétile auditorului privind frauda in
cadrul unui audit al situatiilor financiare, cat gi in
ghidurile profesionale (de exemplu, in Ghidul de utilizare
a ISA-urilor in auditarea intreprinderilor mici si mijlocii).

Problematica evaluarii riscurilor in auditul situatiilor
financiare se preteazé permanent la discutii si abordari
conceptuale si aplicate. Este important pentru auditori sa
cunoasca tipologia riscurilor si sa stapaneasca
procedurile prin care aceste riscuri sunt evaluate. Mai
mult, este esentiala intelegerea relatiilor intre categoriile
de riscuri care alcatuiesc modelul riscului de audit. O
abordare complexa a riscurilor ajuta auditorul sa
inteleaga exact contextul particular al entitatii pe care o
auditeaza si sa-si planifice interventiile intr-un mod
optim.
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Profesia auditorilor este incontestabil fundamentata pe
eticd si moralitate, valori care permit adoptarea deciziilor
etice susceptibile sa inspire incredere beneficiarilor
externi ai auditului. Cu toate c4 atét etica, cat si morala
presupun distinctia dintre bine gi rau diferenta principald
dintre cele doua consta in aceea ca morala presupune
un cod acceptat de valori universale, pe cand etica este
asociatd unei conduite bazatéa pe alegeri personale.
Etica poate fi clasificata in cinci categorii, in functie de
teoriile care s-au vehiculat, cele mai cunoscute fiind
etica utilitarista, etica deontologicé i etica virtutilor.
Incadrarea eticii in activitatea profesionald a auditorilor
contribuie la adoptarea unui set de valori morale care
orienteaza procesul cognitiv de adoptare a deciziei etice
in audit. Dilemele morale care apar din cauza conflictului
dintre interesele proprii ale auditorilor si interesul public
care pot fi divergente isi gdsesc solutia prin practicarea
unui cadru etic in vederea clarificarii lor. Idealismul si
relativismul m&soaré inclinatia de a aduce prejudicii altor
persoane, iar prin aplicarea acestor dimensiuni etice
auditorilor se disting patru clase de eticad personala care
indicd viziuni diferite asupra moralitatii. Tinand cont de
aceste clase de etica s-a procedat la construirea unui
tipar pentru rezolvarea dilemelor etice. Acesta permite
clasificarea tipului de actiune etica in functie de
sensibilitatea la valorile morale universale, solutia
propusd fiind incadratd in una dintre cele trei categorii
de eticd, respectiv etica utilitarista, etica virtutilor sau
etica deontologica.

Cuvinte-cheie: etica, dileme etice, morala, utilitarism,
deontologie, etica virtutilor, rationament etic,
confidentialitate

JEL Classification: M41, M42, M53, M59, G02



Seria de scandaluri financiare puternic mediatizate de la
inceputul mileniului, precum si criza financiara care s-a
soldat cu falimentul unor institutii bancare de prestigiu
precum Lehman Brothers in Statele Unite sau Northern
Rocks in Marea Britanie au constituit un semnal cu privire
la faptul ca auditorii financiari trebuie sa urmeze normele
etice pentru a indeparta orice rezerve legate de profesie.
Nevoia de etica' este confirmata atat in cadrul profesiei,
cat si in randul celor care se ocupa cu reglementarea. in
acest sens, Directiva 2014/56/UE aduce noi clarificari
privind auditul statutar prin intarirea cerintelor legate de
independenta si obiectivitatea auditorilor cu scopul de a
indeparta orice influente nedorite susceptibile sa
controleze modul de desfasurare a procesului de audit,
precum si prin specificarea importantei formarii continue.

Valorile morale descrise de normele de etica se cer a fi
respectate intrucat masura onestitatii i a integritatii
auditorilor o reprezinta nivelul de incredere acordat
acestora de catre ansamblul societatii. Tn acest sens,
Codul Etic emis de catre IFAC descrie cele cinci principii
de etica si anume integritatea, obiectivitatea,
competenta profesionala si atentia cuvenita,
confidentialitatea si comportamentul profesional. Aceste
principii fundamentale sunt in mod optim aplicate de
catre auditori pentru identificarea acelor amenintari
susceptibile sa compromita conformitatea unui proces
de audit in scopul evitarii lor. Mai ales ca, odata cu
suspiciunea de compromitere a eticii, integritatea si
moralitatea auditorilor pot fi puse sub semnul intrebarii
de catre beneficiarii auditurilor.

Auditul este legat, prin natura sa, de etica si moralitate.
Fundamentul profesiei se sprijina mai degraba pe o
schela impregnata de morala decat pe reglementari si
standarde, ceea ce lasa loc discutiilor legate de nivelul
moral al membrilor s&i. In cadrul activitatii de audit, este
necesar ca auditorii sa tina cont de cele doua dimensiuni
ale eticii: atat de cerintele de respectare a integritatii i
obiectivitatii, respectiv de valorile etice ale profesiei, cat
si de necesitatea de a evalua si de a raspunde adecvat
eticii clientului, respectiv de aprecierea pertinenta a
informatiilor financiare prezentate de client. Pentru
aceasta auditorii trebuie sa inteleaga foarte bine
notiunea de etica si ceea ce etica presupune.

1 Turlea, Eugeniu, 2010, Nevoia de eticd in auditul financiar,
Revista ,Audit Financiar”, vol. 8, nr. 8, pp. 5-12
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1.1. Metodologia si obiectivele cercetarii

Prezentul articol se fundamenteaza pe interesul de a
prezenta etica in cadrul activitatii de audit drept nucleul
care permite adoptarea unor decizii care sa raspunda
valorilor universale de bine si corect. Tema de cercetare
0 constituie modalitatea in care dilemele etice pot fi
optim solutionate prin aplicarea unui model care sé&
permitd decodificarea acestora si sa orienteze auditorii
in alegerea tipului de decizie care s4 fie satisfacatoare
din punct de vedere etic. Tn acest sens, am determinat
un tipar prin aplicarea caruia impasul moral poate fi
depasit.

Am construit argumentatia pentru procesul de adoptare
a deciziei etice, precizand mai intéi definitia eticii, dupa
care am subliniat diferentele dintre cele cinci tipuri de
etica identificate In urma consultarii literaturii de
specialitate, iar in continuare am incadrat etica in
profesia auditorilor. Urmatorul pas I-a constituit
determinarea unei viziuni etice prin prisma asocierilor cu
idealismul si relativismul. Tot prin prisma acestor
dimensiuni etice am cautat sa gasim un tipar care sa
poata fi aplicat inspre solutionarea dilemelor morale din
audit care pot imbraca forme diverse. Clarificarea
acestora se doreste a se realiza din perspectiva
dimensiunilor etice idealism si relativism pe baza carora
am definit un tipar de solutionare a lor. Contributia
personala se regaseste cu precadere in partea dedicata
propunerii sub forma unui model de solutionare a
dilemelor etice, insa amprenta proprie poate fi
recunoscuta prin viziunea personala aplicata in cadrul
analizei a ceea ce inseamna etica, cu precadere din
perspectiva auditorilor, i relevanta acesteia pentru
profesie, fiind observabild pe intreg parcursul lucrarii.

De asemenea, demersul efectuat prezinta o forma
constructivist analitica prin aceea ca am expus notiunile
de etica, de morald, de deontologie, precum si pe cea
privind dilemele etice, argumentand ca auditorii trebuie
sa exprime angajamentul de a-si insusi valorile etice
promovate de profesie. Forma constructivista a lucrarii
poate fi remarcata si prin modul in care notiunile
descrise si mai cu seama categoriile de etica (etica
deontologica, etica utilitarista i etica virtutilor) alaturi de
dimensiunile etice (idealismul i relativismul) contribuie
la construirea tiparului al carui obiectiv este solutionarea
dilemelor etice. Intre conceptele prezentate exista
legaturi de incluziune, de supraordonare sau
subordonare, fiind interconectate pentru exemplificarea
conduitei etice a auditorilor. Se evidentiaza si o metoda
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de lucru comparativa intrucat am identificat diferentele
dintre etica si morala, precum si dintre tipurile de etica
care pot fi aplicate pentru rezolvarea dilemelor etice.

Lucrarea este structurata in cinci sectiuni, care
echivaleaza cu capitolele delimitate. Aceste capitole
sunt precedate de partea de introducere, de partea
dedicata metodologiei de cercetare, precum si de partea
care puncteaza unele dezbateri din cadrul literaturii de
specialitate privind etica, morala, dilemele etice,
curentele relativism si idealism. Prima sectiune are in
vedere definitia eticii, clasificarea dimensiunilor etice,
abordénd in acelasi timp diferentele dintre etica si
morald. Partea a doua se refera la raportarea auditorilor
la etica. Partea a treia trateaza despre problemele etice
ale auditorilor. In cadrul celei de-a patra sectiuni am
prezentat un model propriu de solutionare a dilemelor
etice prin prisma dimensiunilor etice idealism si
relativism. Cercetarea se incheie cu sectiunea de
concluzii.

1.2. Unele dezbateri in literatura
de specialitate

In cadrul literaturii de specialitate etica a prezentat
interes pentru cercetatori (Elias, 2002; Gordon, 2011;
Lutz, 1998), dar si pentru organisme al caror obiect de
activitate este in legatura cu etica. Astfel, Institutul
Josephson (1992) defineste etica ca pe un set de valori
dat fiind ca in procesul de adoptare a unei decizii etica
joaca un rol determinant. Nevoia de etica apare evidenta
in cadrul profesiei (Turlea, 2010). Pentru Carreira et al
(2008) etica si deontologia profesionala joaca un rol
important pentru companii si pentru societate. In cazul
auditorilor, profesionalismul este sinonim cu imbinarea
tehnicii cu etica (Blackburn et al, 2004). Etica
profesionala este analizata din perspectiva auditorilor
(Davis, 1988), fiind evaluata prin prisma scandalurilor
financiare (Comunale et al, 2006). Prin studiul lui
Forsyth (1992) moralitatea personala este asociata
activitatii profesionale.

Educatia etica este importanta pentru ca o motivatie
etica determina o conduita etica, dupa cum observa
Armstrong et al (2003). Reflectii asupra rationamentului
etic al auditorilor au constituit obiect de studiu si pentru
Popa et al (2012). In vederea adoptarii unor decizii etice,
valorile morale universale se cer a fi respectate (Ncube
and Wasburn, 2006). Conduita etica a auditorilor se
evalueaza din perspectiva gestionarii dilemelor etice
(Citron and Taffler, 2001). Astfel, definirea dilemelor
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etice a constituit obiectul cercetarii pentru Cranston et al
(2006), precum si pentru Gunz and Gunz (2007).

Totodatd, diverse concepte de etica precum
kantianismul, utilitarianismul, alaturi de etica virtutilor au
constituit obiect de studiu pentru Mintz (1995). Tipurile
de categorii etice au fost abordate si de Reiter (1997).
Astfel, etica legitimeaza practica auditului (Hooper and
Xu, 2012). Mai mult, etica aplicata standardelor
profesionale are o influenta pozitiva in cadrul asumarii
responsabilitatii sociale de catre auditori (Valentine and
Fleischman, 2008).

La modul general, etica este stiinta care se ocupa cu
studiul teoretic al valorilor si comportamentului uman din
perspectiva principiilor morale. Conform lui Lamsa'
(1999) etica este o divizie a filozofiei care include studii
de provenientd asupra a ceea ce este bine sau rau,
corect sau gresit, privind justitia si alte concepte
asemanatoare. De asemenea, etica cuprinde standarde
de conduita care orienteaza deciziile si actiunile bazate
pe obligatii derivate din valori, principii $i convingeri
fundamentale si care definesc ceea ce noi consideram a
fi corect, bun si just, precum si conduita demonstrativa
alinierii la valorile adoptatez. In sfarsit, etica se referé la
ceea ce este moral si la principii de moralitate, la ceea
ce inseamna o conduita conforma cu aceste valori.

Etimologia cuvéntului etic4 isi are originea in cuvantul
grec ethikos care inseamna obicei i era folosit mult de
catre Aristotel sub semnificatia de convingeri
fundamentale pretioase, in timp ce cuvantul moralis,
radacina latina pentru moral, a fost instituit de Cicero ca
semnificand valori izvorate dintr-un complex amplu de
convingeri. O definitie a notiunii de etica este emisa de
Ethics Resource Center, care afirma ca inseamna
comportament drept si judicios si cum oamenii ajung la
aceste rafionamente (Ethics Toolkit’). Notiunea de etica

' Lamsa, A., 1999. Organisational Downsizing: An Ethical
Versus  Managerial ~ Viewpoint.  Leadership  and
Organisational Development Journal 20(2): 345-53.

2 Thoms, John C, 2008. Ethical integrity in leadership and
organizational moral culture. Leadership, 2008, Vol. 4, nr. 4,
pp. 419-442

3 Ethics Toolkit. (n.d.). Accesat la 12 februarie 2015 de pe
Ethics Resource Center: http://www.ethics.org/
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inglobeaza conceptele de integritate, onestitate i
responsabilitate.

Asupra conotatiei notiunii de etica s-a oprit si Institutul
Josephson (1992), care o evalueaza ca pe un set de
valori de baza precum onestitate, integritate, indeplinirea
promisiunilor, fidelitate, corectitudine, grija, respect,
responsabilitate, excelenta si raspundere. Fiind
preocupat de dezvoltarea morala a indivizilor, acesta a
considerat sase piIieri1 pentru atingerea nivelului
superior de dezvoltare si anume: increderea, respectul,
responsabilitatea, corectitudinea, grija si spiritul civic. In
general, etica este apreciata in relatie cu conditia
umana, ca o delimitare intre bine si rau. Practic, etica
doreste sa obtina si sa ofere raspunsuri cu valoare
universal valabila.

Daca avem in vedere o paralela intre etica si lege, etica
poate fi plasata in partea superioara a ceea ce defineste
reglementarea fiindca implica un standard mai ridicat cu
privire la responsabilitate morala si profesionala. Astfel,
etica implica o mai mare obligatie de responsabilitate
morala decat simpla aplicare a legii. Mai mult, etica
poate fi transformata in litera de lege, ceea ce a realizat
si Codul Etic elaborat de IFAC, atragénd atentia asupra
unor precepte universale de bine si corectitudine pentru
a motiva conduita auditorilor.

Domeniul eticii se preteaza dezbaterilor, fiind adeseori
descris in termeni negativi ca fiind ceea ce nu
corespunde eticii (respectiv practici ilegale, frauda etc.),
dar i infatisat intr-o maniera pozitiva prin referiri la
integritate, onestitate si preocupare faté de restul
societatii. Cu toate acestea, etica presupune conduita si
se refera intotdeauna la o actiune de intreprins sau la o
pozitie de adoptat in urma aprecierii situatiei sau a
circumstan’;elorz. Asadar, conduita etica inseamna
angajament pentru respectarea integritatii actiunilor gi
deciziilor adoptate. Etica este chemata sa ofere
raspunsuri in fata conflictelor si dilemelor care implica
valori personale si profesionale, iar prin aplicarea sa in
audit optiunea se face pentru alternativa care este in
beneficiul intregii societati.

1 Josephson six pillars of character (n.d.). Accesat la 21
septembrie 2014 pe site-ul Institutului  Josephson:
http://josephsoninstitute.org/MED/

2 Cranston, Neil; Ehrich, Lisa C.; Kimber, Megan, 2006.
Ethical dilemmas: the "bread and butter" of educational
leaders' lives. Journal of Educational Administration, Vol.
44, nr. 2 pp. 106 - 121
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2.1. Comentarii privind clasificarea eticii

Teoriile care stau la baza eticii au determinat clasificarea
acesteia in functie de curentele etice dominante. Astfel,
am identificat etica bazata pe consecinte, etica bazata
pe ceea ce este corect, etica bazata pe reguli, etica
bazata pe virtuti si etica bazata pe binele comun. In cele
ce urmeaza vom prezenta caracteristicile descriptive ale
acestor cinci dimensiuni de etica.

v' Etica utilitariand sau etica bazata pe consecinte
promoveaza actiunea care asigura cel mai mare
bine pentru cea mai mare parte a indivizilor.
Actiunile care produc cele mai multe beneficii sunt
favorizate.

v" Etica corectitudinii promoveaza alegerea optiunilor
care se demarca prin corectitudine si echidistanta,
fara a tine cont de consecinte sau de beneficiile
posibile pe care o astfel de optiune le-ar putea
produce.

v’ Etica deontologica sau a regulilor promoveaza o
perspectiva etica prin care decizia etica se justifica
pe baza principiilor universale i a regulilor, intr-un
mod impartial si echitabil.

v' Etica virtutilor promoveaza idealuri precum
excelenta si dedicarea pentru binele comun,
idealuri care contribuie la atingerea unui nivel de
dezvoltare morala si spirituala ridicat. Decizia etica
este adoptata in functie de nevoile celorlalti.

v’ Etica binelui comun promoveaza atitudini si
dispozitii de caracter care permit dezvoltarea
individuala, precum onestitate, curaj, loialitate,
incredere si integritate. Incurajeaza atingerea
obiectivelor comune, insa admite si libertatea
individuala de a urmari interese proprii3.

Cele mai aplicate teorii sunt utilitarismul, deontologia
sau etica kantiana si etica virtutilor. Conflictul cel mai
des intalnit este intre utilitarism si etica kantiana,
respectiv intre producerea celor mai asteptate
consecinte sau exercitarea datoriei. Actiunea etica, in
cazul utilitarismului, este justificatd de consecintele care
decurg din aceasta. Spre deosebire de etica bazata pe
reguli sau etica kantiana, utilitarismul promoveaza
onestitatea atat timp cat permite atingerea obiectivelor.

3 Ncube, Lisa B.; Wasburn, Mara H., 2006. Strategic
Collaboration for Ethical Leadership: A Mentoring Framework
for Business and Organizational Decision Making. Journal of
Leadership & Organizational Studies, Vol. 13, nr. 1, pp.77-92
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O astfel de abordare respinge etica kantiana care
prevede ca valorile indivizilor sunt absolute si
autonome'. O actiune este etica daca suma beneficiilor
actiunii favorizeaza cea mai mare parte a persoanelor
implicate. Utilitarismul, fiind una dintre cele mai populare
teorii promovate de etica afacerilor, este centrat pe
consecinte, iar acestea pot justifica mijloacele utilizate
pentru atingerea obiectivelor. Moralitatea kantiana
promoveaza unele conceptii morale universale, cum
este aceea ca unele actiuni nu sunt niciodata permise,
indiferent de castigul pentru indivizi sau pentru
societate’.

Unul dintre ganditorii care s-au preocupat de studiul
caracterului uman a fost si Aristotel care a observat ca
suntem ceea ce facem in mod repetat3 . Tn acest sens,
din punctul de vedere al valorilor morale universale de
bine si corectitudine, cu cat astfel de valori sunt
practicate in activitatea profesionala cu atat mai mult
decidentul (in speta auditorul) este supus inclinatiei de a
exercita judecati etice fara vicii si deficiente. Dupa cum
au punctat Armstrong et al (2003)4, aceasta presupune
recunoasterea problemei morale, intentia de a actiona
conform regulilor acceptate de moralitate, precum si
caracter etic care sa admita indeplinirea intentiei morale.
Rationamentul etic se bazeazé pe ratiune, care a fost
cel mai bine ilustrata de Kant, pe cand valorile etice
ofera motivatie etica, permitand auditorilor sa plaseze
interesul public mai presus de propriul interes.

Abordarile asupra eticii pot fi segmentate in doua
categorii, in functie de obiectivul-tintd, respectiv etica
bazata pe preocupare si etica bazata pe drepturi si pe
ceea ce este just. Asadar, etica bazata pe preocupare
se sprijina pe responsabilitati si relatii, fiind legata de
circumstante concrete, spre deosebire de etica bazata
pe drepturi, care se sprijina pe reguli, deci pe norme
abstracte. Valori precum atasament, responsabilitate,

1 Lutz, Press, 1998. On ethical theory in auditing. Managerial
Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, nr. 9, pp. 500-508

2 Lutz, Press, 1998. On ethical theory in auditing. Managerial
Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, nr. 9, pp. 500-508

3 Hooper, Keith, Xu, Gina, 2012. From legitimacy by character
to legitimacy by image: Ethics and accounting practices in
New Zealand. Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol. 27, nr. 8,
pp. 754 - 773

4 Armstrong, M.B., Ketz, J.E. and Owsen, D., 2003. Ethics
education in accounting: moving toward ethical motivation
and ethical behavior. Journal of Accounting Education, Vol.
21, pp. 1-16.
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preocupare $i evitarea prejudiciului pentru terte parti
sunt asociate cu profesia auditorilor, aceasta profesie
fiind esentialmente o practica morala.

2.2. Consideratii privind diferentele dintre
etica si morala

Cele doua concepte, de etica si de morala, sunt folosite
alternativ cu sensul de a descrie situatii sau actiuni care
fac referire la ceea ce este corect ori just sau dimpotriva,
la ceea ce contrazice o astfel de caracterizare. Distinctia
dintre ele a fost subliniata de diferite studii care au vizat
etica. In continuare expunem diferentele cele mai
notabile.

Radacinile moralitatii le gasim in Roma antica, cand
Cicero (106-43 1. H.) condamna lipsa de moralitate i lua
masuri aspre impotriva celor necinstiti. De asemenea,
Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) a pus bazele unor principii
universale de morala sub forma uneia dintre cele mai
influente paradigme in domeniu. Kant sustine ca
principiul fundamental al moralitatii este o vointa
rationald, iar indivizii fiind rationali sunt capabili sa
distinga ceea ce constituie actiuni corecte. Sustine, de
asemenea, ca anumite actiuni ori conduite nu pot fi
justificate din punct de vedere moral pe baza
consecintelor pe care le produc. Notiunea de morala se
refera la comportamente acceptate si insusite de
societate ca fiind un set de caracteristici spirituale cu
caracter social. Prin urmare, morala este un set de
norme, principii si valori in baza carora sunt
reglementate relatiile din cadrul comunitatii.

De cealalta parte, studiul eticii a inceput tot in Roma
antica, insa etica este vazuta ca o forma a moralitatii al
carei obiectiv este gasirea unor solutii [a dileme morale.
Tabelul 1 prezinta diferentele dintre notiunile de etica,
morald, valori si principii, dupa cum au fost acestea
exprimate de catre Holme (2008). De asemenea, am
ilustrat si sensul legaturii care se creeaza intre acestea.

Carreira et al (2008)° sunt de parere ca acest concept al
eticii nu reuneste consensualitate printre cercetatori.
Acesta puncteaza ca pentru unii etica este asociata cu
un set de reguli, principii si valori care poate fi confundat
cu morala apreciata in sens larg, pe cand pentru altii

5 Carreira, Francisco Alegria; Guedes, Maria do Amparo;
Aleixo, Maria da Conceigéo, 2008. Can we teach ethics and
professional deontology? An empirical study regarding the
Accounting and Finance degree. Social Responsibility
Journal, Vol. 4, nr. 1/2, pp. 89-103.
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principii si valori fundamental universale. In esent3, etica
apare astfel drept o reflectie a conduitei morale.

etica este o reflectie care urmareste evaluarea a ceea
ce este moral. Dupa cum am prezentat in Tabelul 1,
etica este o expresie a moralitatii, etica avand la baza

Tabel 1. Caracteristici generale privind etica, morala, valorile si principiile

Caracteristici definitorii
Morala — Etica — Valori —>
v v v

Principii
4l p

Principii de conduita Set de valori morale.
conform cu ceea ce este

considerat bine sau rau.
Sursa: Adaptare dupa Holme (2008)

Standarde general acceptate ale  Reguli de conduita
unei persoane sau comunitati. personala.

Tot in viziunea sustinuta de Carreira et al (2008), etica si
morala apar ca fiind sinonime prin aceea ca reprezinta
un set de principii sau standarde de conduita. Aceasta
similitudine de semnificatie poate fi explicata i prin
faptul ca ambele cuvinte au aceeasi baza etimologica:

ethos din greceste si mores din latina. Ambele notiuni se
refera la deosebirea intre valori precum corectitudine,
bine sau rau. Cu toate ca in dictionare aceste doua
notiuni apar ca fiind identice, intre ele exista totugi
diferente, dupa cum urmeaza:

Tabel nr. 2: Diferente intre morala si etica

Diferente

Morala - reflecta: Etica - reflecta:

= Conduita morala.
= Comportament care considera binele sau raul.
= Aplicare in dilemele morale

= Norme, principii si valori care regleaza relatiile
societale.

= Dogme de bine sau rau.

Sursa: Adaptare dupa Carreira et al (2008)

Astfel, moralitatea implica distinctia dintre bine si rau si
presupune determinarea acestor limite, cuprinzand un
cadru larg de conceptualizare. Normele, principiile si valo-
rile care determina moralitatea se fundamenteaza pe un
ansamblu de obligatii sau dogme de respectat. Aceste nor-
me reglementeaza relatiile individuale din cadrul societatii,
morala reunind un cod acceptat de valori universale.

Tabelul 2 indica faptul ca etica este asociata cu principii
generale de bine si rau, pe cand morala este asociata
cu reguli dogmatice de bine sau rdu. Etica este asimilata
unei stiinte comportamentale, reflectdnd conduita morala
pe baza unor alegeri personale. Dat fiind faptul ca etica
presupune alegere personala, putem vorbi despre
libertate de actiune si gandire (menite s& duca la
exprimarea optiunii de conformitate cu regulile unui grup
sau a unei profesii). Etica este astfel centrata mai
degraba pe motivatiile care determina actiunea, facand
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apel la congtiinta. O alté diferentd consta in aceea ca
etica poate fi atribuita unui domeniu profesional si este
delimitata prin reguli, respectiv norme de respectat si de
aplicat de catre membrii unei profesii.

Intre cele dou& concepte poate fi identificatd o legaturd
si anume ca judecdtile morale sunt verificate, ca urmare
a experientelor etice tréite. In consecint, etica este
masura moralei, in sensul ca daca morala desemneaza
mai degraba un ansamblu de valori comune societatii,
etica pune in practica acest set de valori.

Asadar, desi diferentele dintre conceptele de etica si
morala sunt mai semnificative decat apar la prima
vedere, nefiind doar semantice, practica a demonstrat
ca sunt folosite in complementaritate una fata de
cealalts. Tn privinta profesiei auditorilor este necesar s&
Se tind cont de ambele intrucét dau sens conduitei de
audit.
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Am definit etica ca fiind un set de valori morale ori ca pe
un principiu moral acceptat de societate si pe care

Figura 1. Incadrarea eticii in audit

auditorul il respecta in cel mai inalt grad. Tn mod similar,
etica profesionala presupune un set de valori morale
care orienteaza decidentul in adoptarea unei decizii
adecvate in cadrul unei firme de audit (Figura 1).

ETKA

ETICA

= :

o AUDITORILOR

Set principii morale

[ OPINIE DE AUDIT ETICA ]

Sursa: Proiectia autorului

Etica, alaturi de deontologia profesionala, modeleaza
atitudinea auditorului spre ceea ce este corect si
promoveaza interesele societatii in sens larg in vederea
adoptarii unei opinii de audit care sa poarte amprenta
etica. Calitatile etice sunt susceptibile sa aiba o
incidenta pozitiva atat asupra conduitei, cat si asupra
motivatiei care o determind, fara a separa cele doud'.

Auditorii, pentru a fi definiti ca avand un nivel inalt de
etica, vor actiona conform propriilor convingeri cu
integritate si onestitate. De asemenea, in spiritul unei
conduite etice, auditorii vor demonstra o moralitate

Tabel 3. Caracteristici ale conduitei etice a auditorilor

personald, manifestand preocupare pentru ceilalti.
Totodata, in calitate de profesionisti care trebuie sa
adopte o conduita etica sunt influentati, in emiterea
opiniei de audit de factori diversi pe care i-am identificat
a fi de natura obligatorie (de exemplu, legislatia privind
etica), precum si de natura personala (de exemplu, nive-
lul moral al auditorilor). Acesti factori concura in luarea
deciziei de audit din punct de vedere etic. Tabelul 3
ilustreaza caracteristicile pe care auditorul trebuie sa le
indeplineasca astfel incat conduita sa sa fie perceputa
ca fiind etica.

Adopta decizii etice

Trece fiecare situatie si decizie printr-un filtru etic

AUDITORUL:

Considerd implicatiile actiunilor sale pentru binele societatii

Respectd valorile universale de moralitate, de corectitudine si de adevar

Constituie un model de conduitd eticd

Sursa: Proiectia autorului

Auditorii, prin statutul pe care il detin, sunt supusi unor
cerinte de respectare si aplicare a unor valori etice,
astfel incat sa afigeze o conduita exemplara in fata
societatii. Respectarea normelor de etica care permit
adoptarea unei decizii conforme valorilor universale de
bine si corectitudine si mai apoi realizarea propriu-zisa

1 Blackburn, M., & McGhee, P., 2004. Talking virtue:
Professionalism in business and virtue ethics. Global Virtue
Ethics Review, 5(4), 90-122.
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a actiunii etice reprezinta etape care presupun un
proces cognitiv prin care auditorul, in momentul

n care se confrunta cu o dilema etica, va fi in
masurd sa gaseasca solutii adecvate. Cele trei
momente cheie ale acestui proces sunt ilustrate
de recunoasterea dilemei etice, de decizia

asupra a ceea ce este corect si de actiunea privind
ceea ce este corect. Figura 2 infatiseaza in mod
etapizat pasii pe care un astfel de proces fi
presupune.
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Figura 2. Proces cognitiv pentru adoptarea deciziilor de audit printr-un rationament etic

Educare in vederea detectarii problemelor etice (sensibilitate etica) al

A
Conturarea dilemei etice le
Considerarea interesului public in luarea deciziei de audit €

Efectuarea analizei etice

A

Adoptarea deciziei etice le
Analiza proces etic de
. L luare a deciziilor

@ Actiune etica n
Evaluarea actiunii etice —

Sursa: Proiectia autorului

Figura 2 ilustreaza faptul ca un proces cognitiv al carui
obiectiv este realizarea unei actiuni care poate fi
considerata drept eticd, adica conforma cu principiile si
valorile de corectitudine, justitie, dreptate, onestitate
etc., cuprinde mai multe etape, noi identificand un numar
de sapte. Asadar, procesul cognitiv elaborat in scopul
adoptarii deciziei etice presupune o pregatire (care
corespunde educatiei necesare pentru recunoasterea
problemei etice), precum si 0 apreciere efectuata ulterior
actiunii pentru care s-a exprimat o alegere (corespunde
etapei de evaluare), doi poli care incadreaza procesul
cognitiv. De aceea, am marcat faptul ca fiecare etapa o
determina in mod direct si progresiv pe urmatoarea fara
ca una dintre ele sa poata fi omisa sau ignorata, dupa
cum indica sagetile din partea stanga a figurii realizate.
Totodata, fiecare etapa poate fi indeplinita doar daca
etapele precedente au fost realizate, de unde si sensul
sagetilor din partea dreapta a figurii nr. 2. Cu itlu de
exemplu, apare evident ca actiunea etica nu poate avea
loc daca dilema etica nu a fost conturata.

Asadar, prima etapa a unui rationament fundamentat pe
moralitate presupune capacitatea auditorilor de a
detecta situatiile care necesita o rezolvare printr-un
rationament etic, respectiv de a manifesta sensibilitate
pentru tipul de probleme care implica etica. Acest prim
pas este necesar intrucat problemelor morale le va fi
atribuitd o solutie doar daca sunt mai intéi constientizate
ca atare, iar nivelul moral al auditorului determina in
mod direct acuitatea etica. De asemenea, climatul etic i
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eventualitatea promovarii valorilor etice Tsi pun amprenta
asupra fiecarei etape a procesului de luare a deciziilor.
Mai departe, odata problema specificata va fi supusa
analizei din punct de vedere al principiilor de etica ale
profesiei si al valorilor universale recunoscute,
bineinteles cu luarea in considerare a interesului public.
Si la acest nivel calitatea analizei va fi influentata de
calitatile morale ale auditorului, precum si de
reglementarile cu privire la etica in audit. Cu atat mai
mult cu cét existenta reglementarilor privitoare la etica
mareste probabilitatea adoptarii deciziei etice. Decizia
are ca urmare o actiune etica, iar pentru a incheia
procesul de judecata etica, auditorul va efectua o
apreciere a actiunii indeplinite. Obiectivul urmarii pasilor
pe care acest proces ii implica este de a imbunététi
conduita eticd a auditorilor.

Reglementarea eticii poate fi perceputa ca o
constrangere externa pentru un comportament etic, din
cauza riscului de sanctiuni. Atunci cdnd comportamentul
nu este dictat de principii etice, ci actiunile intreprinse
sunt determinate de ingrijorari legate de reputatie sau de
posibilitatea nedorita a litigiilor, auditorii se pot simti
obligati sa afiseze o conduita etica, dar care sa nu
corespunda convingerilor personale. Actiunea etica
intemeiata pe obligatia de a respecta anumite reguli gi
principii doar pentru c& sunt promovate de o autoritate
externa nu indica un nivel etic acceptabil. Considerand
ca valorile etice nu sunt insusite de auditor, acesta risca
sa accepte compromisuri de natura etica care afecteaza
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negresit reputatia profesiei. In acest sens, educatia etica
este importanta pentru ca permite imbunatatirea
nivelului etic individual. In plus, asocierea dintre etica
personala si cea profesionala exista, conexiune
acceptatd si la nivelul organismelor de reglementare. in
acest sens, noile reglementari adoptate la nivelul Uniunii
Europene specifica importanta acordaté educatiei
continue a auditorilor financiari. Astfel, Directiva
2014/56/EU precizeaza la articolul 13 ca statele membre
Se asigura cd auditorii statutari au obligatia de a
participa la programe adecvate de formare continua
pentru a-si mentine cunostintele teoretice, competentele
si valorile profesionale la un nivel suficient de inalt si c&
nerespectarea cerintelor de formare continué se
sanctioneaza in mod corespunzator, astfel cum se
prevede la articolul 30. Apare evident ca formarea
continua, din punct de vedere etic si tehnic, este o
obligatie a auditorilor pentru ca acestia sa raspunda
cerintelor tuturor beneficiarilor de audit.

Etica profesionala a auditorilor le cere acestora sa dea
dovada de independenta, obiectivitate si profesionalism
in desfasurarea misiunilor asumate. Respectarea eticii
profesionale indeparteaza suspiciunile de complicitate
privind distorsionarea unor situatii financiare, suspiciuni
alimentate de interesul financiar sau de alta natura al
auditorilor in cadrul companiei auditate. Aceasta
afirmatie poate fi argumentata prin faptul c& respectarea
standardelor de etica profesionalad impregneaza
auditorilor o mai buna responsabilitate sociala, precum
si 0 congtientizare a aplicarii eticii, consecinta fiind
cresterea angajamentului individual fata de normele de
conduita etica din cadrul profesiei'.

3.1. Cateva din efectele aplicarii eticii in
audit

Interesele stakeholderilor cer ca situatiile financiare
prezentate sa fie relevante si de incredere, de aceea
auditorii financiari ofera o opinie bazata pe
independenta, obiectivitate si competenta. Aceste
principii de etica garanteaza calitatea si fiabilitatea
opiniei de audit. De altfel, un audit reprezinta in sine o
garantie de acuratete si de conformitate a realitatii
economice privind situatiile financiare ale unei companii,

Valentine, Sean; Fleischman, Gary, 2008. Professional
ethical standards, corporate social responsibility, and the
perceived role of ethics and social responsibility. Journal of
Business Ethics, Vol. 82, nr. 3
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fiind o asigurare de transparenta oferita in mod impartial
si obiectiv. Performanta obtinuta la nivel social
legitimeaza practica de audit.

Cunoscutele scandaluri financiare in care au fost
implicati si auditorii au pornit de la pierderea
independentei, respectiv de la incalcarea cerintelor de
integritate, obiectivitate, competenta profesionala,
confidentialitate si conduita profesionala.
Compromiterea cerintelor de etica profesionala din
cauza tentatiei de castig financiar, din dorinta de a
pastra clientul sau pentru largirea segmentului de piata
ori pentru ca veniturile generate de client reprezinta o
parte semnificativa din cifra de afaceri, lezeaza grav si
durabil reputatia profesionala a auditorilor, credibilitatea
acestora.

Ins& actiunea morala care poate fi probata pe intreg
parcursul unui proces de audit indica asumarea
responsabilitatii sociale de catre auditori. Mai mult,
efectele aplicarii eticii in audit sunt de natura pozitiva,
beneficiile care deriva din aceasta sunt insemnate atat
pentru auditori (in termeni de imagine, de statut, de
perceptie pozitiva a profesiei asupra ei insesi precum i
a publicului larg), cat si pentru public (in termeni de
transparenta, de siguranta a corectitudinii procedurilor,
de incredere). Rezultatul conduitei etice este de a
determina publicul larg sa acorde increderea necesara
legitimitatii auditorilor.

De multe ori, auditorii se pot afla in situatii care
presupun efectuarea de alegeri, fie in detrimentul
propriu, fie in detrimentul clientului pentru a servi
interesul public. De multe ori poate fi dificil de conciliat
mentinerea unor relatii bune cu clientul cu efectuarea
unui audit in interes public din cauza faptului ca
loialitatile auditorilor pot fi divizate. Conflictul susceptibil
s& se produca in astfel de situatii este alimentat de
acceptul auditorilor de a se plia cerintelor emise de
clienti privind alegerile contabile. Aceste situatii dau
nastere unor dileme etice, auditorii trebuind s& aleaga
varianta care produce cel mai mare bine unei majoritati
a utilizatorilor (conform eticii bazate pe utilitarism).

Auditorii ofera servicii clientilor ghidandu-se dupé norme
adoptate de profesie. insa standardele profesionale pot
sa nu fie in consonanta cu practica de audit, de multe ori
auditorii fiind pusi in situatia fie de a prezenta un
raspuns indezirabil clientului, fie de a urma linia
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companiei client si de a lasa deoparte cerintele impuse
de profesie. Davis (1988) a formulat urmatoarea alegatie
privind dilemele etice: un profesionist (auditorul) "trebuie
sa aleagd dintre doud sau mai multe directii etice
relevante, dar contradictorii sau atunci cand alternativa
are ca rezultat un efect indezirabil pentru una sau mai
multe persoane™. Prin definitie, dilemele sunt situatii
dificile care nu lasa sa se intrevada in mod evident o
actiune de urmat corecta, opunand cerintele codului etic
cu interesele clientului sau chiar cu propriul interes2.

Dilemele etice sunt greu de definit data fiind natura lor
complexa. In situatii ambigue din punct de vedere etic,
auditorii tind s& se sprijine pe cunostinte tehnice. Astfel,
pentru a rezolva dilema etica, auditorii au nevoie atat de
0 expertiza tehnica, cat si morala, precum si de intentia
si puterea de a actiona impotriva propriului interes daca
etica o impune. Virtutile etice reprezinta, in viziunea lui
Minz (1995), modalitatea de a rezolva dilemele etice:
virtutile permit profesionistilor contabili s& solufioneze
obligatii si loialitati conflictuale intr-o maniera potrivita
din punct de vedere moral, dat fiind cé ofera forta de
caracter interioard de a rezista presiunilor care ar putea
influenta negativ rationamentul profesional in cadrul unei
relaii bazate pe incredere®. Asadar, principiile etice
ofera capacitatea de a transcende situatiile conflictuale
si de a gasi solutii pentru dilemele care implica etica.

Maijoritatea dilemelor etice presupun o opozabilitate intre
interesul individual si interesul public, intre adevar si
loialitate, Tntre dreptate si marinimie i chiar intre
proiectiile pe termen scurt si proiectiile pe termen lung.
De asemenea, dupa forma sub care acestea pot fi
clasificate, vorbim despre dileme etice care se
fundamenteaza pe consecinte (a face ceea ce este bine
pentru majoritatea partilor implicate), respectiv pe reguli
(aridica la rang de standard universal norme de
conduita)®.

1 Davis, M., 1988. The special role of professionals in
business ethics. Business and Professional Ethics Journal,
Vol. 7 (Summer), pp. 51-62.

2 Gunz, Hugh; Gunz, Sally, 2007. Hired professional to hired
gun: An identity theory approach to understanding the ethical
behaviour of professionals in non-professional organization.
Human Relations, 06/2007, Vol. 60, nr. 6, pp. 851-887

3 Mintz, S.M., 1995. Virtue ethics and accounting education.
Issues in Accounting Education, Vol. 10 Nr. 2, p. 259.

4 Reiter, Sara, 1997. The ethics of care and new paradigms
for accounting practice.  Accounting, Auditing &
Accountability Journal, Vol. 10, Issue 3, pp. 299 - 324
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in vederea detalierii alegatiei de mai sus, aducem preci-
zarea ca 0 mare parte dintre dilemele etice au legatura
cu a face dezvaluiri sau a asigura confidentialitatea cli-
entului. Dezvaluirile legate de practici mai putin oneste,
adeseori ascunse sub forma unor operatiuni in afara
bilantului, pot intra Tn conflict cu principiul confidentiali-
tatii fata de client. Desigur ca pastrarea confidentialitatii
clientului este extrem de importanta, insa o respectare
stricta a acesteia nu este posibila dat fiind ca auditorii,
Tnainte de toate, servesc interesul public. Directiva
56/2014/UE incadreaza in mod explicit confidentia-
litatea, dupa cum urmeaza (articolul 23): In cazul in care
auditorul statutar sau firma de audit deruleaza un audit
statutar al unei intreprinderi care face parte dintr-un grup
a carui intreprindere-mamé se situeaza intr-o fara tertd,
normele de confidentialitate si de pastrare a secretului
profesional prevazute la alineatul (1) din prezentul articol
nu impiedica auditorul statutar sau firma de audit sa
transmita auditorului grupului situat intr-o tar4 terfa
documentatia relevanta privind lucrarile de auditare
executate, dacd aceasta este necesara pentru
efectuarea auditului situatiilor financiare consolidate ale
intreprinderii-mamd. Asadar, confidentialitatea datorata
clientului nu-l impiedica pe auditor sa aiba in vedere in
mod prioritar interesul public.

Complexitatea circumstantelor care provoaca dileme
etice trebuie analizata pentru c, indiferent de actiunea
pe care o vor alege, vor exista consecinte de ordin etic.
Este cunoscut faptul ca auditorii au o datorie
profesionala catre toti utilizatorii raportului de audit, deci
catre societate in general, insa remunerarea lor este
determinata de managementul clientului pentru care
efectueaza auditul.

Conflictele de interes care pot rezulta pot deveni mai
intense in situatia companiilor cu probleme, cand
auditorilor i se cere sa dezvaluie nesigurantele privind
viitorul economic al acestora. Dilema care se prezinta
auditorilor este de a lansa alerta si a pune in pericol 0
companie care este in fond sanatoasa ori de a emite o
opinie privind continuitatea activitatii companiei
(inteleasa ca desfasurare normala intr-un orizont de
timp previzibil a activitatii, fara a intra in procedura de
faliment) pentru a evita o lipsa de lichiditate imediaté
care i-ar prejudicia. In vederea sprijinirii tezei care
sustine consecintele dezvaluirii publice, auditorii pot fi
tentati sa evite profetia de faliment, prin nedezvéluirea

5 Citron, DB; Taffler, RJ, 2001. Ethical behaviour in the UK
audit profession: The case of the self-fulfilling prophecy
under going-concern uncertainties. Journal of Business
Ethics, Vol. 29, nr. 4, pp. 353-363
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dificultatilor companiei. Tns&, daca nu emit o opinie
contrara si nu mentioneaza elementele de nesiguranta
in raportul de audit relativ la continuitatea activitatii,
auditorii risca sa fie suspectati ca din motive financiare
au preferat sa evite exprimarea unei avertizari privind
dificultdtile sau neregulile descoperite. Un astfel de
deznod@mant are repercusiuni asupra reputatiei

auditorilor. De altfel, ambele alternative comporta
un risc de apreciere pentru auditor, care este
expus unei responsabilitati morale in ceea

ce priveste viitorul companiei cu probleme.
Figura 3 prezinta aceasta dilema, precum si
consecintele alternativelor asupra companiei

si asupra interesului public.

Figura 3. Dilema etica privind continuitatea unei companii in urma opiniei de audit

4 2\ 4 2\
Faliment N AUDITOR ~ | Continuitate activi-
companie tate companie

s < DEZVALUIRE NEDEZVALURE | ¢ : 9
Servire interes Compromitere

bli A . A interes public

L public ) > DIFICULTATI DILEMA DIFICULTATI < . p )

( Conformitate cu ) ETICA Neconformitate cu
normele etice normele etice

L )/ L L y,

Sursa: Proiectia autorului

Tn urma considerarii consecintelor unei calificari a
situatiilor financiare ale unei companii, auditorii pot
decide sa ofere o opinie de audit curatd tocmai pentru a-
i oferi acesteia sansa redresarii si pentru a evita
prabusirea unui client viabil. Convingerea ca printr-o
opinie de audit auditorii vor favoriza profetia falimentului
companiei continua sa existe in ciuda cadrului etic care
reglementeaza profesia si care specifica foarte clar ca
opinia de audit trebuie sa fie conforma realitétii situatiilor
financiare (frue and fair view), fara ponderarea efectelor
derivate. Cu atat mai mult cu cat auditorilor li se cere sa
respecte regulile codului profesional fara sa tina seama
de consecintele actiunilor lor, intrucét acestea sunt deja
in mod implicit continute in cadrul acestuia. in acest
sens, un cod etic reprezinta in primul rand un instrument
care ofera indrumare auditorilor in privinta dilemelor
etice’.

Chiar daca auditorii se confrunta cu o dilema morala
care le pune in fata doua alternative privitoare la a
revela sau nu dificulttile financiare ale companiei
auditate, o astfel de actiune fiind susceptibila s&
condamne sau sa salveze continuitatea viitoare a
acesteia, dilema de audit impune o solutionare etica.
Totusi, ingreunarea pasivului companiei, daca nu este

1 Lutz, Press, 1998. On ethical theory in auditing. Managerial
Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, nr. 9, pp. 500-508
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relevat |a timp partilor interesate, risca sa devina
responsabilitatea auditorului. In consecinta, auditorul are
obligatia de a emite un rationamentul de audit obiectiv
cu considerarea situatiei din punct de vedere etic Si
moral pentru toate partile interesate spre a indeplini in
mod prioritar obligatiile relative la interesul public.
Rationamentul de audit este profund influentat de
caracteristicile individuale ale membrilor profesiei si de
circumstantele specifice ale misiunii de audit.

Rationamentul profesional este legat de abilitatea
auditorilor de a face alegeri dificile atunci cand au de
ales intre mai multe optiuni2. Asa cum am mentionat
deja, situatia particulara a auditorilor de a raporta direct
investitorilor avand in acelasi timp o obligatie
profesionala pentru societatea in sens larg si faptul ca
managementul determing atat numirea cat si mentinerea
lor, conduce adeseori la situatii de conflicte de interes.
De cele mai multe ori dilemele etice carora auditorii
trebuie sa le gaseasca raspuns se refera la alegeri intre
servirea interesului public versus protejarea companiei
client. Insa exercitarea rationamentului profesional bazat
pe cunostinte tehnice si etice presupune ca auditorul va

2 Gordon, lIrene M., 2011. Lessons to be Learnt: An
Examination of Canadian and U.S. Financial accounting and
Auditing Textbooks for Ethics/ Governance Coverage,
Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 101, pp. 29-47.
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face alegeri etice atunci cand se va confrunta cu inte-
resele variate ale clientului si ale publicului larg. Ratio-
namentul etic presupune considerarea valorilor morale
comune si adaptarea setului de proceduri de audit in
functie de client si de circumstante, cu interpretarea
rezultatelor. Astfel, rationamentul etic este un fenomen
complex care implica pe langa abilitati cognitive i
cunostinte tehnice, precum si experienta profesionala’.

Prin urmare, pentru clarificarea si solutionarea dilemelor
etice, dat fiind natura si complexitatea acestora,
respectarea principiilor fundamentale de etica va oferi
clarificarea necesara. Mai ales ca scopul unui audit este
servirea si protejarea interesului public, auditorii fiind
raspunzatori in fata societatii in calitate de purtatori ai
increderii publice.

Idealismul si relativismul sunt doua curente care prin
ideologia pe care o promoveaza pot oferi o alta abordare
a eticii si a procesului de adoptare a deciziei etice. Cadrul
teoretic pentru relativism si idealism a fost stabilit de
Forsyth (1992)2. Vom defini mai intéi cele doud notiuni:

v" Idealismul masoara inclinatia unei persoane spre a
cauza prejudicii altora. Principiul sdu se fundamen-

teaza pe faptul ca a vatama alte persoane trebuie si
poate fi evitat.

v" Relativismul masoara inclinatia spre principii morale
universale si spre reguli, respingandu-le, dat fiind ca
moralitatea unei actiuni este determinata de factorii
circumstantiali, precum si de persoanele implicate.

Idealigtii doresc evitarea consecintelor negative si din
aceasta optica vor refuza sa aleaga raul cel mai mic atat
timp cét vor fi persoane care vor suferi. Din contra,
pragmatistii, persoane cu un nivel scazut de idealism,
admit ca respectarea principiilor morale poate avea
rezultate negative. In opinia acestora, prejudicierea unor
persoane este chiar necesara in scopul atingerii unui
bine de pe urma caruia beneficiaza majoritatea
indivizilor din cadrul societatii.

De cealalta parte, in centrul filozofiei morale a
relativismului se afla scepticismul. Persoanele cu un
grad scazut de relativism considera ca moralitatea
presupune o actiune conforma cu principiile morale.
Relativistii atageaza importanta consecintelor unei
actiuni, respingénd codurile morale universale, iar in
cazul unui scandal fi vor considera mai putin vinovati pe
cei implicati si le vor acorda circumstante atenuante®.

Abordarea adoptarii unei decizii etice se face in functie
de idealismul sau relativismul unei persoane. Figura 4
reflecta diferentele dintre idealism si relativism in
contextul adoptarii unor decizii etice.

Figura 4. Diferente intre idealism si relativism privind adoptarea unei decizii etice in opinia lui Forsyth (1992)

| IDEALISM | Prejudicii cauzate celorlalti

| RELATIVISM | Principii universale si requli .

> Respecta principiile morale DECIZIE
II:> ETICA
> Nu respecta principiile morale

Sursa: Proiectia autorului

Pe baza nivelului determinat de idealism si relativism
(ridicat sau scazut) pot fi identificate patru categorii de
etica. Tabelul 4 reprezinta interconexiunile dintre cele
patru categorii de filozofie etica personala (unui nivel de

1 Popa, Irimie Emil; Tiron Tudor, Adriana; Span, Georgeta
Ancuta, 2012. Rationamentul profesional - factor
determinant in cregterea calitéii misiunilor de asigurare.
Revista ,Audit Financiar”, Vol. 10, nr. 2, pp. 34-47
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idealism ridicat ii corespunde un nivel de relativism
scazut si viceversa).

2 Forsyth, D., 1992. Judging the morality of business
practices: The influence of personal moral philosophies.
Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 11, nr. 5-6, pp. 461-470

3 Comunale, Christie L.; Sexton, Thomas R.; Gara, Stephen
C., 2006. Professional ethical crises: A case study of
accounting majors. Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol. 21, nr.
6, pp. 636 - 656
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Tabel 4. Corelatii dintre categoriile de filozofie etica personala

Idealism - nivel ridicat

X

Idealism - nivel scazut

Relativism - nivel ridicat T Relativism - nivel scazut

Sursa: Proiectia autorului, adaptare dupa Forsyth (1992)

Studii empirice precum cel al lui Elias (2002)' au identificat
existenta unei legaturi intre filozofia etica personala si
nivelul de relativism sau idealism. Acestea au aratat ca
persoanele au demonstrat o legatura intre atasamentul
individual pentru principiile morale i rationamentul etic,
mai precis persoanele cu un grad ridicat de relativism
prezinta tolerantad mai mare pentru o conduita contrara
eticii comparativ cu o persoana cu un grad ridicat de
idealism, care nu va tolera o conduita etica de compromis.

5.1. Model propriu de gestionare a dilemelor
etice prin prisma dimensiunii idealiste si
a celei relativiste

Diverse studii au cautat sa clarifice modul in care teoriile

legate de etica, respectiv legate de valorile si principiile
individuale se pot aplica dilemelor etice. Cu atat mai

mult cu cat o mare parte a dilemelor iau una dintre
formele urmatoare: adevar versus loialitate, interes
individual versus interes societal, justitie versus
compatimire sau proiectii pe termen scurt versus
proiectii pe termen lung. Intr-adevér, majoritatea
dilemelor etice din audit se incadreaza in una din aceste
patru categorii.

Intrucat profesia auditorilor este centratd in jurul
conflictului etic de a fi remunerata de catre client, dar de
a conduce un audit in interesul general al publicului,
dilemele etice care decurg din aceasta se cer a fi
solutionate. Drept urmare, gestionarea dilemelor etice
de catre auditori trebuie sa se realizeze astfel incat sa
se respecte normele cerute de codul etic care se aplica
profesiei. Se doreste evitarea prabusirii intr-un abis al
eticii printr-un raspuns neadecvat in fata dilemelor etice.

Figura 5. Tipar pentru solutionarea dilemelor etice

IDEALISM
- nivel ridicat - — B —» ) + EV = SPE
IDEALISM
- nivel scazut - — EU > [(s) + EU = QDE
RELATIVISM
nivel ridicat ED > R0 + ED = SDE
RELATIVISM — Eu — R(s) + EVU = SDE
- nivel scazut -
Sursa: Proiectia autorului
Unde: EV = etica virtutilor; EY = etica utilitarista; EP = etica deontologic; I = Idealism (nivel ridicat); I¢) = Idealism (nivel scazut); R

= Relativism (nivel ridicat); R®) = Relativism (nivel scazut); SPE = Solutie dilema etica.

! Elias, R., 2002. Determinants of earnings management ethics
among accountants. Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 40, pp. 33-45.
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Tn vederea construirii unui model care sa permita
rezolvarea dilemelor etice, am avut in vedere dimensiunile
etice cel mai frecvent citate si aplicate practic, mai precis
ne-am sprijinit pe etica deontologica, pe utilitarism si pe
etica virtutilor. Tiparul propus spre a permite solutionarea
dilemelor etice tine cont si de dimensiunile etice idealism i
relativism. Astfel, prezentam in Figura nr. 5 acest tipar,
dupa care urmeaza sa oferim explicatii cu privire la acesta.

Figura nr. 5 ilustreaza faptul ca in cazul persoanelor
pentru care s-a identificat un nivel scazut de idealism i
al celor pentru care s-a identificat un nivel scazut de
relativism se va aplica etica utilitarista. Aceasta intrucat
aceste persoane sunt susceptibile sa raspunda mai bine
la o viziune prin care actiunea etica este prezentata ca
atare prin corespondente cu utilitatea maxima care
poate fi obtinutd pentru cea mai mare parte a
beneficiarilor de audit.

Pe de o parte, persoanelor pentru care s-a identificat un
nivel de idealism ridicat li se va aplica etica virtutilor,
intrucat sunt susceptibile sa raspunda mai bine la o
perspectiva conform careia actiunea etica este
prezentata prin prisma valorilor etice. Pe de alta parte,
persoanelor pentru care s-a identificat un nivel de
relativism ridicat li se va aplica etica deontologica, dat
fiind c&, spre a realiza o actiune eticd, acestea vor
reactiona la reguli concrete.

I + EV = SPE: Solutia dilemei morale este optima prin
aplicarea eticii virtutilor.

Its) + EU = SPE: Solutia dilemei morale este optima prin
aplicarea eticii utilitariste.

R + EP = SPE: Solutia dilemei morale este optiméa prin
aplicarea eticii deontologice.

R®) + EY = SPE: Solutia dilemei morale este optima prin
aplicarea eticii utilitariste.

Am determinat solutia etica adecvata in functie de
nivelul identificat de idealism si relativism al filozofiei
etice personale a auditorilor. Acest nivel indica
moralitatea personala a auditorilor, constituind un
semnal bun in ceea ce priveste abordarea eticii in
activitatea profesionala.

Etica este elementul care contribuie in mod esential la

mentinerea increderii publicului n abilitatea profesiei de a-i
proteja interesele. Importanta eticii este legata de faptul ca
profesia auditorilor este construita pe un fundament moral.
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Adoptarea unei conduite etice echivaleaza cu o asigurare
oferitd societatii ca actiunile de audit sunt indeplinite pentru
binele comun. Controversele sunt atenuate prin retinerea
argumentului ca etica aplicata conform cerintelor profesiei
neutralizeaza conflictele fundamentale ale unui audit. In
acest context, aplicarea cu rigurozitate a normelor etice ale
profesiei confera credibilitatea necesara pentru
recastigarea unei increderi puse la incercare in repetate
randuri in ultimii ani.

Acest studiu a subliniat legaturile dintre concepte
precum etica, moralitate, respectiv dileme etice in
activitatea de audit. Adoptarea deciziei etice poate fi
efectuata conform unor proceduri care prevad mai multe
etape determinante, astfel incat auditorul sa treaca
rationamentul profesional printr-un filtru etic prin
aplicarea valorilor morale universale si prin considerarea
implicatiilor actiunii de audit pentru ansamblul societétii.
Incurajarea conduitei etice vizeaza inlaturarea
compromisurilor care ar discredita profesia.

Dilemele etice apar ca urmare a mai multor factori, fiind
in special formate in momentul in care loialitatile
auditorilor sunt impartite fie sub forma unei opozabilitati
intre interesul propriu si interesul public, fie intre cel al
clientului si interesul public (acest conflict ivindu-se pe
marginea problematicii confidentialitatii). Valorile morale
fi confera auditorului capacitatea si vointa de actiona
impotriva propriului interes pentru a raspunde cerintelor
eticii. Pe baza rationamentului profesional, auditorul va
efectua alegeri inspre rezolvarea dilemelor etice.

Dat fiind cé apreciem solutionarea dilemelor etice drept
un deziderat al profesiei, am dorit construirea unui
model care s faciliteze elucidarea lor. Fundamentarea
modelului s-a realizat pe baza dimensiunilor etice
idealism si relativism. Astfel, am determinat tipurile de
filozofii personale susceptibile sa coincida cu aplicarea
in practica a rationamentului profesional etic. Tiparul
propus pentru solutionarea dilemelor etice prevede
evaluarea sensibilitatii morale a auditorilor, urméand ca in
functie de aceasta sa se determine care categorie etica
sa fie aplicatd, astfel incat actiunea pentru care se
decide sa fie etica. Valoarea acestui model se verifica
prin aceea ca filozofia personala cu privire la moralitate
este aplicata in practica de audit.

In final, exprimam drept propunere in vederea unei
cercetari viitoare determinarea nivelului de relativism si
idealism al auditorilor, spre a permite cuantificarea
acestuia si astfel intregirea modelului de solutionare a
dilemelor etice expus in cadrul acestei lucrari.

anul XIII



REFERINTE BIBLIOGRAFICE

Armstrong, M.B., Ketz, J.E. and Owsen, D., 2003, Ethics
education in accounting: moving toward ethical
motivation and ethical behavior, Journal of
Accounting Education, Vol. 21, pp. 1-16.

Blackburn, M., & McGhee, P., 2004, Talking virtue:
Professionalism in business and virtue ethics, Global
Virtue Ethics Review, 5(4), 90-122.

Carreira, Francisco Alegria; Guedes, Maria do Amparo;
Aleixo, Maria da Conceigao, 2008, Can we teach
ethics and professional deontology? An empirical study
regarding the Accounting and Finance degree, Social
Responsibility Journal, Vol. 4, nr. 1/2, pp. 89-103.

Citron, DB; Taffler, RJ, 2001, Ethical behaviour in the
UK audit profession: The case of the self-fulfilling
prophecy under going-concern uncertainties, Journal
of Business Ethics, Vol. 29, nr. 4, pp. 353-363

Comunale, Christie L.; Sexton, Thomas R.; Gara,
Stephen C., 2006, Professional ethical crises: A case
study of accounting majors, Managerial Auditing
Journal, Vol. 21, nr. 6, pp. 636 - 656

Cranston, Neil; Ehrich, Lisa C.; Kimber, Megan, 2006,
Ethical dilemmas: the "bread and butter" of
educational leaders' lives, Journal of Educational
Administration, Vol. 44, nr. 2 pp. 106 - 121

Davis, M., 1988, The special role of professionals in
business ethics, Business and Professional Ethics
Journal, Vol. 7 (Summer), pp. 51-62.

Elias, R., 2002, Determinants of earnings management
ethics among accountants, Journal of Business
Ethics, Vol. 40, pp. 33-45.

Forsyth, D., 1992, Judging the morality of business
practices: The influence of personal moral
philosophies, Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 11, nr.
5-6, pp. 461-470

Gordon, Irene M., 2011, Lessons to be Learnt: An
Examination of Canadian and U.S. Financial
accounting and Auditing Textbooks for Ethics/
Governance Coverage, Journal of Business Ethics,
Vol. 101, pp. 29-47.

Gunz, Hugh; Gunz, Sally, 2007, Hired professional to
hired gun: An identity theory approach to
understanding the ethical behaviour of professionals
in non-professional organization, Human Relations,
06/2007, Vol. 60, nr. 6, pp. 851-887

Hooper, Keith, Xu, Gina, 2012, From legitimacy by
character to legitimacy by image: Ethics and

Nr. 5(125)/2015

accounting practices in New Zealand, Managerial
Auditing Journal, Vol. 27, nr. 8, pp. 754 - 773

Lamsa, A., 1999, Organisational Downsizing: An Ethical
Versus Managerial Viewpoint, Leadership and
Organisational Development Journal 20(2): 345-53.

Lutz, Press, 1998, On ethical theory in auditing,
Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, nr. 9, pp. 500-508

Mintz, S.M., 1995, Virtue ethics and accounting
education, Issues in Accounting Education, Vol. 10,
nr. 2, pp. 247-67.

Ncube, Lisa B.; Wasburn, Mara H., 2006, Strategic
Collaboration for Ethical Leadership: A Mentoring
Framework for Business and Organizational Decision
Making, Journal of Leadership & Organizational
Studies, Vol. 13, nr. 1, pp.77-92

Popa, Irimie Emil; Tiron Tudor, Adriana; Span, Georgeta
Ancuta, 2012, Rationamentul profesional - factor
determinant in cregterea calitétii misiunilor de
asigurare, Revista ,Audit Financiar”, anul 10, nr. 2,
pp. 34-47

Reiter, Sara, 1997, The ethics of care and new
paradigms for accounting practice, Accounting,
Auditing & Accountability Journal, Vol. 10, nr. 3, pp.
299 - 324

Thoms, John C, 2008, Ethical integrity in leadership and
organizational moral culture, Leadership, 2008, Vol.
4,nr. 4, pp. 419-442

Turlea, Eugeniu, 2010, Nevoia de eticé in auditul finan-
ciar, Revista ,Audit Financiar”, vol. 8, nr. 8, pp. 5-12

Valentine, Sean; Fleischman, Gary, 2008, Professional
ethical standards, corporate social responsibility, and
the perceived role of ethics and social responsibility,
Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 82, nr. 3

Directiva 2014/56/UE, disponibila la: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=
CELEX:32014L0056&from=EN (Accesat la data de
02.02.2015)

Ethics Toolkit. (n.d.), accesat la 12 februarie 2015 de pe
Ethics Resource Center: http://www.ethics.org/

IESBA-CAFR, Codul etic al profesionistilor contabili,
editia 2013, accesibil la http://www.cafr.ro/sectiune.
php?id=990

Josephson six pillars of character (n.d.), Accesat la 21
septembrie 2011 pe site-ul Institutului Josephson:
http://josephsoninstitute.org/MED/

23



Tablouri de
hord dinamice
on-linein
activitati de
audit

C.S. lll dr. Daniel HOMOCIANU,

Dep. de Cercetare, FEAA, Universitatea ,Alexandru loan
Cuza” din lasi (UAIC), Roménia,
e-mail: dan.homocianu@gmail.com

Prof.univ.dr. Dinu AIRINEI,

Dep. de Contabilitate, Informaticd Economica si
Statistica, FEAA, UAIC, Romania,
e-mail: adinu@uaic.ro

2

Audit financiar, XIII, Nr. 5(125)/2015, 24-33
ISSN: 1583-5812; ISSN on-line: 1844-8801

Rezumat

Obtinerea de performante in activitatea de auditare
impune actualmente cerinte numeroase de gestionare in
timp real a multiple surse de date si perspective de
analiza, respectiv de actualitate, viteza, flexibilitate,
portabilitate, putere de sugestie si automatizare a
raportdrii. Lucrarea prezintd cu argumente teoretice si
practice avantajele utilizarii datelor disponibile on-line in
activitati de raportare gi audit. Noutatea consté gi in
folosirea de figuri cu exemple imbogétite prin referinte la
Scenarii interactive tip ,documentatie - aplicatie emulatd”
construite de autori, respectiv in descrierea unei tehnici
de transformare a datelor on-line in rapoarte on-line
complexe, cu comportament dinamic si interactiv
specific tehnologiilor suport pentru Business Intelligence.
Aceastd tehnicd este denumita simbolic in lucrare
COL3D si insoteste o propunere de creare a unui
registru roméanesc unic al misiunilor de audit (OL2RAM)
pentru institutii care sunt finantate de la bugetul de stat
si/sau din fonduri europene, care sd fie disponibil si
editabil on-line de catre utilizatorii autorizati.

Cuvinte-cheie: formular on-line, dashboard dinamic,
raportare dinamica on-line, registrul OL2RAM, tehnica
COL3D

Clasificarea JEL: C61, D81, D83, M42
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Prezenta lucrare porneste de la anumite limite sesizate
in practica raportarilor curente si evidentiaza o serie de
avantaje ale lucrului cu date on-line stocate in timp real,
cu posibilitatea de descarcare si utilizare folosind
aplicatii familiare utilizatorului final. n acest fel sunt
eliminate multe diferente potentiale de format de stocare
si afisare a datelor, iar tratarea mecanismelor de
raportare ia in calcul elementul dinamic impus de
preferintele utilizatorului si cu un profund impact asupra
capacitatii acestuia de a receptiona, intelege, interpreta
si gestiona informatii complexe si situatii exceptionale.

Conceptul de raportare dinamica de care este strans
legat insusi titlul articolului este tratat atat direct, prin
tehnica propusa, cat si indirect, prin exemplele
interactive care insotesc figurile, in stransa legatura cu
metode de integrare de elemente de dinamica.

Aplicabilitatea elementelor teoretice si practice descrise
in prezenta lucrare in domeniul auditului si raportarilor
financiare este deplin justificata, pornind de la nevoia
armonizarii formatelor variate de date si documente de
raportare utilizate, dar si a proceselor de prelucrare care
impun standarde adaptate la un anumit specific
determinat inclusiv de declaratiile si obiectivele
propuse’.

Tabloul de bord reprezinta un concept nu tocmai nou
pentru utilizatorii de aplicatii informatice obignuite. Mai
mult, acest concept este folosit pe larg si in industria
constructoare de automobile, unde elementele sale sunt
puse n legatura cu diverse componente mecanice si
senzori gi in felul acesta pot indica o serie de informatii
cheie, precum: viteza de deplasare, treapta de viteza,
turatia motorului, consumul instantaneu / mediu,
temperatura ambientala / a motorului, nivelul de
combustibil ramas in rezervor etc.

Termenul de Business Intelligence, ca set de concepte
si metode pentru imbunétatirea luarii deciziilor, respectiv

' Djakeli, K., Mission-Objectives Matrix (MOM) as an
Innovative Tool of Marketing Audit, Journal of Business,
Vol.3, Issue 1, p.39, 2014, http:/journal.ibsu.edu.gefindex.
php/jbm/article/download/609/506
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ca acea parte a sistemelor de asistare a deciziilor
orientati cétre date?, apare cu trei ani inainte de cel de
Balanced Scorecards — BSC (1992, Robert Kaplan -
Harvard Business School & David Norton®). Acesta din
urma aduce cu sine si alte concepte noi, precum acela
de indicator cheie al performantei (KPI — Key
Performance Indicator).

Considerat drept cadru de masurare a performantelor cu
radacini profunde ale abordarii, incluzand chiar si
conceptul de origine franceza de tablou de bord pentru
masurarea performantelor i evoluand catre un sistem
complet de planificare si management strategic, BSC a
adaugat masuratori strategice nefinanciare ale
performantei la metricii financiari traditionali si a
contribuit la o viziune mai echilibratd asupra
performantei organizationale.

Datele aferente campurilor din formularul on-line
dezvoltat de autori, descris in acest articol si

avand o sursa de date asociata implicit (Google Forms —
Google Sheets), date in baza carora s-au realizat testele
demonstrative pentru finalizarea lucrarii si materialelor
interactive suport*, au fost alese de autori $i nu au decat
un caracter orientativ-demonstrativ, asemanarile cu
denumiri de firme si nume de persoane reale nefiind
decat o pura intamplare. Ulterior, acestea au fost
prelucrate si mai apoi utilizate de autori in cadrul unei
cercetari preponderent aplicative. Cele doua acronime
alese pentru registrul on-line, respectiv pentru tehnica
de raportare propusa au implicat anumite demersuri de
natura exploratorie, cu tatonari consecutive si
incrementare, finalizate cu alegeri propriu-zise care au
luat in calcul chiar si puterea de sugestie a cuvintelor la
care se reduc acronimele obtinute (OL2RAM si COL3D).

Daca rapoartele traditionale sunt fotografii ale
informatiilor intr-un moment anume si genereaza multe

2 http://dssresources.com/history/dsshistory.html

8 http://balancedscorecard.org/Resources/About-the-Balanced-
Scorecard

4 Tutoriale interactive dezvoltate de autori: http://sites.google.
com/site/supp4af2015/download
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alte intrebari si prea putine raspunsuri, rapoartele
dinamice construite pe surse de date on-line conectate
la aplicatii web sunt cu un pas inainte din doua motive
simple legate pe de o parte de interfata dinamica’
folosita pentru prezentarea acestora si, pe de alta parte,
de dinamica datelor construite si actualizate aproape in
timp real. In unele opinii2, rapoartele traditionale pur gi
simplu dispar in momentul in care se pune informatie
on-line in timp real la dispozitia tuturor.

Fara pretentia de a fi finalizat / complet, formularul on-
line descris in acest articol (OL2RAM) a fost conceput in
concordanta cu teoria® si practicile* nationale in vigoare®
si publicat on-line la adresele: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/1qTzYRzqOF XaP-0kkHMNXdz59f5C-
boqUS2sTg5fF_Bc/viewform (adresa URL® completa) si
http://goo.gl/forms/e2jirv6bZA (adresa URL scurta).

Acest formular (Figura 1) are in corespondent o sursa
de date on-line asociata implicit si care colecteaza
raspunsurile in timp real, gazduind in acelasi timp codul
sursa Google Apps Script responsabil pentru partea de
generare a tabloului de bord dinamic on-line asociat
ultimei forme a datelor si capabil sa trimita notificari (e-
mail) in concordanta cu anumite exceptii de gestionat
(un anumit volum al inregistrarilor pe anumite categorii,
anumite valori prag pentru indicatorii cantitativi, anumite
limite de timp etc.).

La origini, programul de calcul tabelar asemanator cu
Microsoft Excel, Google Spreadsheets / Sheets,

1 http://php.net/manual/en/history.php.php

2 Rasmussen, N., H., Goldy, P., S., Solli, P., O., Financial
Business Intelligence - Trends, Technology,Software
Selection and Implementation, John Wiley and Sons, Inc.,
New York, 2002, p.98-99

3 Mitac, M, C, Tipologia auditului intern, Revista Economia,
nr.1/2007,
http://www.management.ase.ro/reveconomia/2007-1/8.pdf

4 http://lwww.uad.ro/storage/Dataitems/Audit1.pdf

5 http://www.apubb.ro/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Macarie-
Audit-public-intern-ro.pdf

6 http://docs.oracle.com/javase/tutorial/networking/urls/
definition.htm|
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accesibil on-line prin serviciul Google Docs (transformat
din 2012 in Google Drive’) a devenit mai mult decat o
aplicatie web utilizata pentru prelucrari automate de date
introduse in tabele, oferind suport pentru conectivitate
cu formulare on-line (Figura 2) si aplicatii / module de
aplicatii web cu scopuri dintre cele mai diverse. intocmai
ca Excel, Google Sheets a capatat si alte utilizari
precum generarea de reprezentari grafice avansate,
formatari conditionate si georeferentieri, validari, tabele
si grafice pivot, precum si rezolvare automata de
probleme de optimizare (solver).

Una dintre functionalitatile mult apreciate de autorii
acestei lucrari tine si de usurinta de utilizare in tandem
cu Google Sheets a Google Apps Script® (GAS) ca
limbaj de scipting in cloud bazat pe Java Script si care
asigura modalitati simple de a automatiza sarcini intre
produse Google si servicii terte si de a construi aplicatii
web. Testat ulterior Visual Basic for Applications
(limbajul de macro-uri din Microsoft Office) GAS a
impresionat prin multe facilitati utile in prelucrari,
raportari si analize:

1. posibilitatile de validare si prelucrare a datelor de
intrare de diferite tipuri;

2. generarea unei amprente temporale unice (la nivel
de milisecundd) la momentul submiterii;

3. posibilitatea construirii rapide de grafice si
reprezentari dinamice (demonstrata interactiv®);

4.  posibilitatea transmiterii rapide de mesaje e-mail
de notificare exceptii / feed-back dupa completare;

accesul la optiuni de georeferentiere'® a datelor;

posibilitatea exportului in format foaie de calcul
Excel cu toate avantajele!" care deriva de aici.

7 http:/improvcomm.blogspot.ro/2012/09/google-docs-devine-
google-drive.html

8 http://www.google.com/script/start/

9 Tutorial interactiv: https://sites.google.com/site/supp4af 2015/
download/af1-2015-3editare%20script%20creare%20
dashboard%20si%20integrare%20in%20G %20sites.pdf?attr
edirects=0&d=1

10 hitp://gis.stackexchange.com/questions/102839/how-to-
geocode-a-google-spreadsheet

" Homocianu, D., Airinei, D., Business Intelligence facilities
with applications in audit and financial reporting, Revista
LAudit Financiar” nr. 9/2014, p.21
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Figura 1. Exemplu de formular on-line de preluare de date privind misiunile de audit, creat de autori’

OL2RAM (On-Line Romanian Register of Audit Missions)

Auditee's name* * Required
Auditor's name*
Auditor's registration number*

Auditor's type*
person
firm

Mission's registration ld*
ia Mumher on a Date separated by -}

Mission's location*®
(city)

Mission's start date*

Month * | |Day * | | 2015 ¥ &

Mission's duration*
(number of calendaristic days)

Mission type*
system audit
performance audit
regularity audit
Techniques used
verification
physical abservation
decomposition analysis

Ohservations and recommendations

Sursa: Proiectie proprie

1 Tutorial interactiv: https:/sites.google.com/site/supp4af2015/download/af1-2015-1creare%20formular%20G%20forms.pdf?attredirects=

08d=1
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Figura 2. Foaie de calcul asociata formularului on-line de preluare de date privind misiunile de audit

€ - C | fhtps://docs.google com/spreadeheets d/{EkoBLb3gPKRESKFUg]2_AEglvde-ZomiOUSY editétgid=1469099175

B OLIRAM [Responses) - ouls | Form  Ad-on barie
!
File Edit View Inset Format Dsfa Form Addons Help  Allchanges saved in Drive Create aform OaiEiE
- e B AR oW1 A 10 BIsA. . B- St gelley.. WMy -I-
Serint edor.
fie | UnivUAIC 1351 10-15.07.2014 Florescu Andtei
4 B C D—___T__‘““-F 6 H | J K L \. M

1 Marca] de t Audtee's ere  Auitos rame

Autors teg Audtors type| Mission's registration || Missions loc| Mission's star

Pission's dut Missian type Techn Obsenvations] AuditeshiisReyid-A Uditor

2 DSDEZDWS‘Univ.UAIC lagi  [Florescy Andrei . 2189.persun .1G15.DT.2014
3 |03.022003| Univ URIC sl Rachitas Geoge §a04 perzon 150-1510.2M5
4 |03.022003 | v PetreA lasi Rachitas Geoge 504 perzon H01502204
8 |04.022003| ki PetreA Lol |AucitExet SRL | 19234 dim 31107204
f 04022015‘Unhr.d98t‘ Bar auTamas A dian llie . 95?8.per50n .310-3.11.2014
7104022003 Uni Danub, Cong|CortudiExp SRL| 258465 fim AHIZ03I0
8 |04.022013| Casa de Pens BYAUGtERpet SRL | 19234 fim M2l
8 |05.022013| Caza de Pensi la|CortAudtExp 8RL| 250465 fim | H5-3005. 204

.Iasi [11.08.2014 kil .regularih; u Werific i ok IUnW.UA\C fazi 10-15.07. 2014 Flc
[asi 03.11.2014 28, tegularty 2w e ok Ui UAIC lasi 150-15.10.2015 R
[asi fam.amd 19) perfortrance e ok Ly Petre A [asi 210-15.02.2014
.Iasi (212204 15.perf0rmance‘veriﬂcz.- ‘Unw.PetreA [agi 31-11.07.2014,
.Eacau | 1311.204 10. teglarity auweriﬂczl- ‘Unw.de St Bacau J10:3.11.2014
_Cunstama _ (1.04.2014 20_ feqularity aun verific i Lnie Danub. Constanta 43-12.03
[Eacau 02.08.2014 25, tegularty e ok | Casa o8 Pensi Bavau 3453-12(
[asi 206.2014 15 regularty auwerfic: no ohs. | Casa de pensillag 345 30.08.2(

1 'W\ o
12 A .
& ol2ram Resaurces | Help
1 . . . .
- File Edt ‘fiew Run Publish Resources Hely Curtet prajects figgers
18 =Ed 8O o Select function + | £ Allyourtiggers
17
1 Code.gs
12
: 1 [function onFormSubnit(e)
e httpiff%OO-gUfOI‘fﬂSfezj1W6bZA 2 |{ver auditee = e.values[1]; //auditatul = prina valoare completata in formular
o 3 |var missregid = e.values(8]; //nronisiunil = g S-a val. din formular
2 4 |var auditor = e values[2]; /fauditorul = & 2-3 val, din fornular
: : H 5 |var sa = Spreadsheetipp. openById("1EkoBLb3geFKktEdekFlg)2_BEz1yde-ZpnIulll8Lsli") |
n - j
e OLZRAM (On Llne Romanlan ReQISter § |var 5 = sa.getSheetByNane(*Form Responzes 14,
: oo 7 |var alldata = 3 getDataRange() . getValues(),

% Of AUdIt MISSIO“S) g |var ca = alldata[1]; //ca este prinul raspuns / prina linie sub capul de tabel
||y 9 |var r = alldsta slice(2); //r = urnatoarele raspunsuri din foala de caloul
- Required 16 [var len = ca.length - 1; //len este nr. ultinel coloane

11 Jvar 11 = r length + 1, /711 este nr. ultimel 1inai (fara capul de tabel)
(2 12 Jvar cell = s getRange(*al"); //zona de referinta pt.inserarea in celula-nai jos
20 ||AutTtee's name ¥ 13 Jeell offaet (11, len) setValus(audites + * ¥ + nizsregid +* ¥ + auditor),
e 14yl
— { Current project's triggers A\

Audtor's name ¥ Run Events
(3 orFomSubmit | (From spradshest v Onfomsubmit ¥

Sursa: Proiectie proprie
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Experienta de peste douazeci de ani a utilizatorilor
obignuiti cu produsele asemanatoare de la Microsoft
(Office Excel / Works Spreadsheet) si usurinta de
folosire a acestora, inclusiv ca instrumente tip interfata
de afisare pentru date din baze si depozite de date a
fost un alt motiv solid pentru a ne orienta catre Google
Sheets.

Mai mult, posibilitatile imense ale registrelor Google
Sheets care pot incorpora declansatoare activate de o
serie de evenimente corespunzatoare, cu asociere de
restrictii si/sau operatii in alte asemenea registre,
transforma acest produs informatic on-line i intr-un
adevarat emulator de baze de date relationale.

Ca atare, au existat o multitudine de motivatii in a alege
acest produs similar cu Excel ca instrument de raportare
in timp real cu specific de Business Intelligence, dincolo
de recomandarile din literatura si de practica de
specialitate’.

Facilitatile de generare de componente analitice
combinate cu facilitatile de generare de tablouri de bord
si tabele de scoruri cu alerte, formatari dinamice si
georeferentieri sunt implementate cu tehnologii actuale
in tot mai multe aplicatii cu surse de date on-line, desi
nativ ele au fost specifice aplicatiilor cu suport pentru
Business Intelligence.

Am avut in vedere si 0 anumita tehnica, pentru care
denumirea aleasa a fost COL3D (Converting On-Line
Data to Dynamic Dashboards). Aceasta se
fundamenteaza pe specificul arhitecturilor actuale de
aplicatii on-line si de cloud-computing, pe utilizarea
datelor on-line de catre utilizatori autorizati, respectiv pe
posibilitatea adaugarii unor componente dinamice de
tipul macro-urilor, add-on-urilor si script-urilor declansate
de evenimente de timp sau de evenimente la nivelul
formularului gi sursei de date care le gazduieste.
Efectele sunt dintre cele mai diverse: mesaje cu alerte i
reprezentari ad-hoc specifice mediilor de raportare de tip
Business Intelligence, notificari privind anumite exceptii
in evolutia unui anumit indicator etc.

1 http://olap.com/how-to-automate-reports-and-perform-
analytics-in-excel/
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Folosind aceasta tehnica se poate ajunge la reprezentari
dinamice interactive si foarte sugestive intr-un numar
minim de pasi de urmat. Denumirea la care se reduce
acronimul poate trimite cu gandul si la apelarea la trei
dimensiuni, daca se are in vedere pronuntarea sa in
limba engleza. Cele trei dimensiuni concrete la care ne-
am referit in acest context se pot identifica si prin
asocierea cu cele trei componente integrate in aceeasi
pagina web: formularul on-line cu un colector de date
asociat sub forma de foaie de calcul on-line si tabloul de
bord dinamic si interactiv construit in baza ultimei forme
a datelor din colector.

Cat priveste acronimul ales pentru formularul on-line
(OL2RAM), acesta poate trimite cu gandul la ,totul in
memoria RAM” (prin asociere cu pronuntia in limba
engleza), sugerand o invitatie si/sau un anumit deziderat
de a face demersurile necesare pentru a avea toate
informatiile disponibile cat se poate de repede si de
oriunde.

Plecand de la cateva motivatii simple? si de la documen-
tatia® si exemplele* Google, in prima etapa a fost editata
secventa de cod (initial liniile 1-50) aferenta generarii
tabloului de bord dinamic (Figura 3), inclusiv comen-
tariile introduse prin ,//” si continand explicatii clare a
ceea ce se realizeaza cu fiecare linie de program.

Dupa publicarea acesteia ca aplicatie web disponibila
on-line (URL asociat - Figurile 3, 4), a fost adaugata
functia onFormSubmit (Figura 2). Desi nepublicat,
aceasta din urma se executa la finalul fiecarei utilizari a
formularului (submit) prin asocierea cu evenimentul “On
form submit” al foii de calcul aferente formularului si are
ca scop generarea valorii unui cdmp derivat folosit n
reprezentari grafice (Figurile 4, 6).

Pentru a pune in valoare facilitatile oferite atat de
formularul on-line cu colector de date asociat (foaie de
calcul), cat si de tabloul de bord construit la fiecare
accesare a adresei URL aferente si in functie de ultima
formé a datelor, va fi nevoie sa le aducem intr-o
locatie/componenta care sa le gazduiascé/afiseze
simultan. Pentru aceasta, va fi nevoie in primul rand de
captarea codului sursa (HTML) al formularului

on-line OL2RAM (Figura 5), care urmeaza a fi
incorporat in pagina web.

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKlu9yendnc

3 http://www.google.com/script/start/

4 https://developers.google.com/apps-script/articles/charts_
dashboard
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Figura 3. Codul sursa GAS responsabil de generarea tabloului de bord dinamic

» ol2ram Publish | Resources /Deploy as web app R
File  Edit View Run Resources  Help Deploy as web app.. Current web app URL: Disable web app
= : hitps Msenpt.gongle comimacrosisl A Efrehel OCkE dhaSovEF Rt
n = @ o0 Selectfunction +| - Test as add-on.. FV;Tvdzk?r;:WngeqaomIonaBLnsreiic "
% Code.gs . Code.gs \Iest web app for your latest code. i
15 function doGet() { //mal jos, se deschide registrul cu idemtificatorul de 44 caractere
16 var sa = SpreadsheetApp.openById("1Eko8Lb3gxFRktESekFUz)2_BEglyde-2pnlulll9lsly ),
17 var 5 = sa,getSheetByNane(*Forn Responses 1%); //se preia foaia cu numele specificat
18 var alldata = s.getDataRange() . getValues(); //toate datele din foala de calcul
14 var ca = alldata[1]; //ca este primul raspuns / prima linie sub capul de tabel
0 var r = alldata.slice(2); //r reprezinta urmatoarele raspunsurl din foala de calcul
21 var 11 = r.length + 2; // 11 este nr. ultimeil linii (inclusiv capul de tabel)
22 var data = sa.gethctiveSheet().getRange(*B1:H* + 11): //definim sursa tabloului de bord
23 var auditeeFilter = Charts.newStringFilter() //definim un filtru-text dupa Nume Auditat
24 setFilterColunnlabel ("Auditee’s name”)
25 build();
26 var auditorFilter = Charts. newStringFilter() //definim un filtru-text dupa Nume Auditor
27 .setFilterColumnlabel(*Auditor’s name®)
28 build()y;
29 var locFilter = Charts.newStringFilter() //definim un filtru-text dupa Locatia Misiunii
] csetFilterColumnlabel(*Mission’s location®)
3 build();
32 var typeFilter = Charts.newCategoryFilter() //definim un filtru-lista dupa Tip Auditor
3 .zsetFilterColumnlabel {*Auditor's type®)
34 build();
35 var durFilter = Charts.newNumberRangeFilter() //definim un filtru-bara derulare (Durata)
kil .setFilterColunnlabel{*Hission's duration®)
7 build();
3 var barChart = Charts.newBarChart() //definim un grafic histograma..
39 setDinensions (300, 600)
40 csetDataViewDefinition(Charts newData¥iewDefinition() //construit din col.7 (Durata)
41 csetColumns (11, 710 /7. .51 col 11 (huditat-Misiune-Auditor)
42 build();
43 var tableChart = Charts.newTableChart() //definim un tabel asociat setului “data”
44 setDinensions (400, 600)
45 build();
4f var dashboard = Charts.newDashboardPanel() //definin tabloul de bord asociat setului..
a7 setDataTable(data) //.. de date “data” cu componentele de mai jos (cauza->efect)
43 bind([auditeeFilter, auditorFilter, locFilter, typeFilter, durFilter], [barChart, tableChart])
49 build()y;
] var uifpp = UiApp.createdpplication(),; //definim o aplicatie noua cu mai multe panouri
i dashboard, add{uidpp. createVerticalPanel() //adaugam in tablou un panou vertical-4 comp.
52 .add{uikpp.createHorizontalPanel() //definim un nou panou orizontal-conp.l
] cadd(typeFilter) . add(locFilter))
54 .add{uikpp.createHorizontalPanel() //definim un nou panou orizontal-comp.2
55 caddfauditorFilter) . add(auditeeFilter)
il setSpacing(a))
a7 .add{uidpp.createHorizontalPanel() //definim un nou panou orizontal-comp.3
a8 cadd{durfFilter))
a9 .add{uikpp.createHorizontalPanel() //definim un nou panou orizontal-comp.4
fi9 .add(barChart) . add(tableChart)
fi1 setSpacing(8)));
fiZ uikpp.add(dashboard); //adaugam tabloul de bord la aplicatia definita anterior
i3 return uihpp; //functia intoarce ca rezultat aplicatia
84 L
This praject iz published

Sursa: Proiectie proprie
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Figura 4. Integrarea componentelor on-line la nivelul unei pagini web create de autori’

ol2ram forma&dashboard

FAGIMA DOE FPORMIRE

FORMEZDASHEOARD OQOL2ZRAM - INPUT MEW RECORDS
SITEMAP

* Bequired
Audites's name ¥

OL2RAM (On-Line
Romanian Register of

Audit Missions)

‘ Embed gadget
EMBED GADGET:

=ifrarme
sre="https Mdocs_google coraforms
AN g T=VR=q0FZaP-
OEEHLN X d=50450C-
bogT52sTz5fF_ Bofiewtorm?
errbedded=true" width="500"
height="300" frareeborder="0"
_> marginheight="0"
— rarginwidth="0"

GOOLE &PPS SCRIPT;
DASHEOARD (F5 TO REFRESH '—
) ( ) https:fiscript google corn @ Script Apps
Auditor's tvpe * | Mission's location Iracrosislb K fychzz 20
Auditors name | | Auditee's name ClAAhzOovFRIagEfhh_
Forg TW AL T S WincgaCd
Mission's duration 1 l],l]. .31,0 <_> il 2BLnRiexec
— L
Auditee's  Auditors UIOCS L iteps MiSSTOne
registration registra
I name name g 0
{W] TR PUR
Ui LIAIC Rachitas 1460-
lasi George 5904 person 44020
Univw LA,
Univ Pet... g T
Un!\t.PetreA AuditExpert 19234 firm 31-
Univ Pet. lasi S R.L. 11.07.20
) Univ.de 5t Tamas G575 person 310-
Hni g .. Bacau Adrian llie P 211201
Univ.Da... A A
Univ.Danub, ContAuditExp . 43-
Constanta S.R.L. E1958 ) 12.03.20

Sursa: Proiectie proprie

Figura 5. Copierea codului sursa HTML al formularului on-line de incorporat

| File | Edit “iews Insert Responses (8} Tools

Add collabaratars. . jmngs theme

Send form... k
|= Form Settings

Add-ons

B viewr respon=e=

Help

g Wiewwr liwe form

[ =3 - Show progress bar at the bottorm of form pages
Cpen... Crl+o Cnly allowe one response per person requires logind -2
Shuffle question order 2
Rename...
| Make a copy... 15 >
- howe to folder. ;Page Tt Ernbed rorm
| @ Move to trash OLZ2RAM (C Faste HThL to embed in wehsite
| 1 <iframe sre="https:¥docs.google. comMorm="d/1 qT=rRzqOF > aF-OkkHh M d=50+51
Download as - Farm Description
Embed. | Tustorm size
Sursa: Proiectie proprie
1 https://sites.google.com/site/ol2ram2015/form-dashboard
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Figura 6. Comportamentul dinamic al componentei tablou de bord on-line creata de autori

€ - C | 8 htps://sites.google.com /fsitefol 2ram 2015/ form-dashboard
ol2ram

FAGINA DE FORNIRE

form&dashboard

FORMEDASHADARD OLIRAM - INFUT NEYY RECORDS

SITEMAF

OL2RAM (On-Line
Romanian Register of
Audit Missions)

* Requied

Choose a value... | ]
) firm
Audites’s name *
/persnn
DASHEOCARD (F5 TO REFRESH)
Buditor's type |I:hm:.5e awalue. .. |-|-| x person Mizzion's Iocationl
Buditars name |Rachi| | Budites's namel |
Mission's duration| 10,0 [ B0
Audites's Auditors MUIOTS o ditors MITSion's
S— N registration type registration
numher r Id
Univ. UARIC lasi 150-15.10.2015 Rachitas George Univ.UBIC Rachitas sa04 180-
Miz=ion's duration: 28 laszi George persan 15402015
A . . R.achitas 210-
. Jniw A
Mission's B lasi George 5904 persen 2 02 2014
duration
28
19 20,01 | B z0.0
) . Mission's . Mission's .. .
Iniv . Pet... litor's ; i Mission's Mission's
registration . start .
e location duration
Id date
2 nov.
on 120 lasi 2014 28
' 15102015 o
14:00:00
18 b 4 7 30
4] 3

Sursa: Proiectie proprie
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In reprezentarile grafice de mai sus (Figurile 4, 6) sunt
evidentiate posibilitatile de integrare a componentelor
create anterior la nivelul unei singure pagini web. Este
vorba despre formularul proiectat de autorii' lucrarii si
avand un comportament automat la submitere (definit in
foaia de calcul asociata) si despre aplicatia on-line de
generare a tabloului de bord, plecand de la cea mai
recentd forma a datelor.

Dincolo de exemple de lucru concrete cu aplicatii software
on-line gratuite, disponibile unei game mari de utilizatori si
care ofera facilitéti avansate de interogare si de
reprezentare a datelor in timp real, similare celor furnizate
de instrumentele suport pentru Business Intelligence,
lucrarea ofera si 0 descriere teoretica necesara pentru
intelegerea unei tehnici rapide de generare de rapoarte
dinamice sub forma de tablouri de bord cu suport pentru
interogari si reprezentari grafice dinamice.

Prin utilizarea scenariilor interactive dezvoltate de autori
in formatul de document portabil (.pdf?), accesibil
indiferent de platforma de lucru (Linux, Android, Windows,
MacOS etc.), catre care se fac trimiteri pe parcursul
lucrarii, acestia incearca, pe de o parte, sa imbogateasca
descrierea tehnicii de reprezentare COL3D prezentata in
acest articol si, pe de alta parte, incearca sa ajute la
reducerea numarului de pasi necesari pentru
implementarea efectiva a unui exemplu asemanator.

Tn ansamblu, lucrarea reuseste sa redea particularitati
de dorit privind transparenta, disponibilitatea, flexibilita-
tea si viteza de raportare a datelor, ca elemente cheie
pentru performantd in audit si raportari financiare.
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Unul din obiectivele articolului constd in prezentarea
unor diferente identificate intre tratamentul bazat pe
standardele contabile locale aplicate in diferite tari
emergente si cel bazat pe IFRS, cu accent pe Romania.
De asemenea, lucrarea pune in lumind unele diferente
existente intre standardele contabile locale roménesti si
IFRS, sub forma absentei §i a divergentei,pe baza
reglementarilor prevdzute de OMFP 1802/2014, publicat
in decembrie 2014,si analizeaz4 stadiul potentialilor
factori determinanti ai diferentelor, pornind de la
ipotezele prezentate de Ding Y. in lucrarea publicata.
Articolul poate fi considerat o completare si 0 actualizare
adusd la lucrarea mentionata anterior, unde este
precizat c& numarul de tari relativ scazut utilizat ca
egantion in analiz& poate constitui o limitare a
cercetarii’. Totodat, ideile prezentate in acest articol
consolideazd concluziile cercetérii mentionate anterior,
fiind conforme cu rezultatele acesteia. In plus, din céate
stim, acesta este unul dintre primele articole care
analizeaz4 neconcordantele intre standardele contabile
locale roménesti si IFRS pe baza OMFP 1802/2014
publicat recent.

Cuvinte-cheie: IFRS, emergent, absenta, divergenta
Clasificare JEL: M41

" Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pehttp://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.26
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Globalizarea pietelor a crescut nivelul de interes al
jucatorilor de pe pietele economiilor emergente, in
materie de convergenta si armonizare a standardelor
contabile. Totusi, in multe astfel de tari inca sunt
necesare schimbari semnificative pentru a putea obtine
uniformitate in prezentare, indiferent de standardele
aplicate, locale sau IFRS. Diferentele sunt,in principal,
legate de diversitatea utilizatorilor situatiilor financiare
(publici sau interni), intrucat este necesar ca aspectele
prezentate sa fie adaptate specificului cererilor si
nevoilor diversilor utilizatori.

Acest articol are in vedere identificarea tratamentelor
specifice care diferentiaza standardele contabile locale
de IFRS si, totodata, corelarea acestor neconcordante
cu potentialii factori determinanti.

Ideile prezentate in acest articol se bazeaza pe rezultatele
unor studii efectuate pentru compararea standardelor
contabile locale cu IFRS, centralizate si analizate prin
prisma rationamentului profesional al autorului. Pentru
analizarea cazului Romaniei in materie de potentiali
factori determinanti ai diferentelor a fost utilizata parerea
specialistilor asupra diverselor arii conexe, exprimate in
publicatii recente. De asemenea, analiza diferentelor intre
standardele contabile locale si IFRS a fost efectuata prin
revizuirea, ca punct de pornire, a situatiilor financiare
apartindnd unor companii care raporteaza atét statutar,
cat si in conformitate cu IFRS, iar apoi prin examinarea
reglementarilor prevazute de OMFP 1802/2014 privind
anumite arii specifice, in vederea compararii acestora cu
tratamentul conform cu IFRS.

Diverse studii si cercetari au fost efectuate pentru a
determina diferentele existente intre standardele contabile
locale (nationale) ale economiilor emergente si IFRS.
Analizénd unele tari emergente, au fost identificate o serie
de astfel de neconcordante. In Brazilia, in conformitate cu
standardele locale, metoda de consolidare care trebuie
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folosita de asocierile in participatie este metoda
proportionald, in timp ce conform IFRS se poate aplica fie
metoda proportionald, fie metoda punerii in echivalenta’.
Costul istoric este un concept mai des folosit in China?, in
comparatie cu cel de valoare justa. Reglementarile locale
din Mexic permit utilizarea metodei Last-In First-Out
pentru gestiunea stocurilor, in timp ce aceasta metoda nu
este permisa sub incidenta prevederilor IFRS?.
Reglementarile contabile locale din Cehia nu prevad
niciun tratament specific privind activele detinute in
vederea vanzarii, ci acestea sunt considerate active
necurente obisnuite*. Aplicarea unei rate de actualizare
pentru determinarea veniturilor viitoare, in cazul
incasarilor aménate ale creantelor, nu este permisa in
Rusia, Tn timp ce conform IFRS valoarea veniturilor
viitoare este calculata utilizand o astfel de rata®.

Un studiu complex pe aceasta tema il reprezinta “GAAP
2001: A Survey of National Accounting Rules
Benchmarked against International Accounting
Standards”, la care au contribuit importante firme de audit,
precum Andersen, BDO, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu,
Ermnst & Young, Grant Thorton, KPMG si
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Tn cadrul acestui studiu,
diferentele intre reglementarile locale si IFRS au fost
evaluate pentru o serie de tari, iar neconcordantele
identificate au fost grupate Tn urmatoarele patru categorii:

1 PKF - Brazilian GAAP vs IFRS Overview, disponibil on-line pe
http://www.pkf.com/media/909955/brazilian% 20ifrs.pdf, p.4

2 S.J. GRAND Financial and Tax Advisory, Chinese Accounting
standards: An introduction to CAS V IFRS’, disponibil on-line
pe  http://www.sjgrand.cn/chinese-accounting-standards-
introduction-cas-v-ifrs, 2011.

3 PWC, IFRS, US GAAP and Mexican FRS: similarities and
differences, disponibil on-line pe http://www.pwc.com/
mx/es/servicios-ifrs/archivo/2012-01-IFRS-US-GAAP-
Mexican-FRS.pdf, 2009, p.22

4 EY, Overview of Differences between International Financial
Reporting Standards and Czech Accounting Legislation
2013, disponibil on-line pe http://www.ey.com/Publication/vw
LUAssets/FAAS_brochure_ENG/$FILE/EY%20-%20FAAS
%20Brochure%2010_2013%20EN%202.pdf, 2013, p.30.

5 EY, IFRS, US GAAP and RAP Comparison and basics,
disponibil on-line pe http://lwww.ey.com/Publication/'vwLU
Assets/EY-IFRS-US-GAAP-RAP-2014-Eng/$FILE/EY-IFRS-
US-GAAP-RAP-2014-Eng.pdf, 2014, p.33.

6 Nobes C.W, GAAP 2001 — A Survey of National Accounting
Rules  Benchmarked against International ~ Account
Standards, disponibil on-line pe http://www.iasplus.com/
en/binary/resource/gaap2001.pdf, 2001
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1. Contabilitatea poate fi diferita de cerintele
reglementarilor IAS din cauza absentei unor reguli
specifice privind recunoasterea si masurarea;

2. Nu exista reguli specifice care sa solicite
prezentarea;

3. Exista neconcordante intre regulile nationale si IAS
care ar putea determina existenta unor diferente la
nivelul mai multor entitati, pe anumite arii; gi

4. Tn anumite entitati, aceste alte probleme ar putea
conduce la neconcordante fata de IAS.

Tn cadrul unui studiu efectuat de Ding Y. et. al. in 2006,
autorii folosesc rezultatele cercetarii mentionate anterior
prin gruparea acestora in doua dimensiuni ale
diferentelor: absenta si divergenta. Rezultatele aferente
primelor doud grupe de mai sus sunt considerate ca
apartindnd dimensiunii absentd, in timp ce celelalte
doud grupe sunt incluse in dimensiunea divergenta.

Autorii prezinta, totodata, o serie de potentiali factori
determinanti ai diferentelor dintre standardele contabile
locale si cele internationale. Printre factorii care pot fi
corelati cu absentd si divergenta sunt inclusi: originea
juridica, concentrarea actionariatului, dezvoltarea
economicd, importanta profesiei contabile i importanta
pietei de capital.

In ceeace priveste originea juridica, potrivit autorilor,
este de asteptat ca standardele contabile sa fie mai
dezvoltate in tarile bazate pe dreptul comun decét in
cele bazate pe dreptul civil, prin urmare, indicatorul
privind absenta este de asteptat s& fie mai mic in tarile
bazate pe dreptul comun'. Argumentarea este efectuata
prin faptul ca, prin corelarea utilizérii situatiilor financiare
cu finantarea activitatii, importanti utilizatori ai situatiilor
financiare in tarile de drept comun ar fi actionarii publici
care pot solicita diverse informatii, in timp ce in tarile
bazate pe cod civil, principala sursa de finantare pare a

1 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pe http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.10
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fi formata din angajati, banci si Guvern, deci in
majoritate jucatori interni, care pot obtine informatia
direct de la management. Totodata, poate fi observata o
corelatie negativa intre tarile de drept comun si gradul
de divergenta, argumentata prin faptul ca transparenta
asigurata pentru actionariatul public satisface, de cele
mai multe ori, i asteptarile detinute de cea mai mare
parte a celorlalti utilizatori ai situatiilor financiare.

Tn ceea ce priveste structura actionariatului, conform
ipotezei prezentate, cu cat aceasta structura este mai
extinsa si mai variatd cu atat este mai mare cererea
pentru calitate si complexitate a raportarii2. Altfel spus,
un actionariat concentrat poate fi asociat unui grad
ridicat al absentei. Referitor la nivelul de divergentd,
autorii explica faptul ca o astfel de corelatie este
deschisa la interpretari si, prin urmare, nu este definit
niciun semn al corelatiei ca fiind general predictibil®.

Dezvoltarea economica este corelata negativ cu nivelul
de absenta. Acest lucru este justificat prin faptul ca, in
timp ce o economie dezvoltatd necesita un set complex
de standarde care sa acopere un numar ridicat de tipuri
de tranzactii, o economie mai putin dezvoltata ar avea
nevoie doar de o parte din astfel de standarde, corelata
cu un numar de tipuri de tranzactii mai scazut. Totusi,
considerand economiile dezvoltate ca fiind mai increza-
toare in reglementarile contabile locale si mai concen-
trate asupra acestora, in timp ce o tara in dezvoltare ar fi
mai deschisa la folosirea unui cadru de raportare
international in vederea atragerii finantarii stréine, autorii
definesc ipoteza unei corelatii pozitive intre nivelul de
divergenta si gradul de dezvoltare economica®.

Importanta pietei de capital este corelata negativ cu
gradul de absenta. O piata de capital dezvoltata este
corelata cu un sistem contabil complex, care necesita un

2 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pe http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.12

3 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pe http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.13

4 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pe http://ssr.com/
abstract=869844, p.14
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set de standarde exhaustiv. Acelasi semn este prevazut
si in ceea ce priveste divergenta, intrucét o economie cu
0 piata de capital dezvoltata ar beneficia de un sistem
contabil transparent, care sa fie, totodata, in
conformitate cu pietele de capital internationale’.

Importanta profesiei contabile este corelatd negativ

de gradul de absenta asteptat. Aceasta ipoteza
porneste de la faptul ca o profesie contabild mai putin
dezvoltata, caracterizata printr-un nivel scazut de
cunostinte si experienta in domeniu, ar conduce la
utilizarea unui set de standarde mai putin cuprinzator.
Intrucat corelatia in materie de divergents este
interpretabild, autorii nu prezinta niciun semn al corelarii
ca fiind predictibil2.

Sectiunea urmatoare este destinata analizarii absentei si
a divergentei, ca dimensiuni ale diferentelor, in
Romania. Analiza este realizata prin compararea
tratamentului prevazut de OMFP 1802/2014 cu cel
aferent IFRS. Pentru referirile la legislatia romaneasca
vom folosi in continuare abrevierea “RAS”.

In vederea determinarii neconcordantelor intre RAS si
IFRS, au fost analizate, ca punct de pornire, situatiile
financiare apartindnd unor companii care raporteaza atat
statutar, cat si in conformitate cu IFRS, iar apoi au fost
examinate prevederile OMFP 1802/2014 privind anumite
arii care au fost ulterior comparate cu tratamentul
prevazut de IFRS. Nu au fost considerate ca fiind puncte
de divergenta situatiile pentru care unul dintre cadre
ofera un numéar mai mare de posibilitati de tratare in
comparatie cu celalalt, dar pentru care exista cel putin o
optiune comuna.

Desi prezentarea punctelor de absenta si divergenta de
mai jos nu are ca scop oferirea unei liste complete a

1 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pe http://ssr.com/
abstract=869844, p.15

2 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, disponibil on-line pe http://ssr.com/
abstract=869844, p. 12-15
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neconcordantelor dintre RAS si IFRS, consideram ca
poate fi acceptata ca o dovada rezonabila pentru
concluzionarea faptului ca inca sunt necesari pasi
importanti pentru obtinerea convergentei sau a
armonizarii cu IFRS.

Neconcordante ce pot conduce la diferente intre
situatiile financiare intocmite conform RAS faté de cele
in conformitate cu IFRS (puncte de divergenta):

v’ Tnregistrarile privind schimbul de active:

In ceeace priveste schimbul de active, RAS (OMFP
1802/2014) prevede inregistrarea tranzactiilor reflectand
cele doua operatiuni: iesirea activului vechi si achizitia
activului nou. in timp ce, aplicand IAS 16, costul activului
trebuie evaluat la valoarea justa, cu exceptia cazurilor in
care tranzactia nu are substanta comerciala sau a
cazului in care valoarea justa a niciunui activ subiect al
tranzactiei nu poate fi masurata fiabil.

v" Active imobilizate achizitionate cu plata amanata
peste termenele normale de creditare:

in conformitate cu prevederile IAS 16, in cazul achizitiei
unui activ imobilizat in urma careia plata este améanata
peste termenele normale de creditare, valoarea obtinuta
din diferenta intre pretul aferent si plata totala trebuie
inregistrata pe intreaga perioada de creditare sub

forma unei dobanzi, exceptand cazurile in care sunt
aplicabile prevederile IAS 23 si dobanda este recunoscuta
in valoarea contabila a activului. Totodata, se impune
aplicarea unei rate pentru actualizarea valorilor de platit.
in schimb, RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) nu prevede nicio
specificatie cu privire la actualizarea valorilor de platit in
cazul platilor améanate peste termenele normale de
creditare si niciun tratament specific aplicabil diferentei
dintre pret i valoarea platii totale in aceste conditii.

v Amortizarea (valoarea amortizata, perioada de
incepere a amortizarii, sfarsitul perioadei de
amortizare, intreruperea perioadei de amortizare,
perioada afectatd de schimbarea metodei de
amortizare):

A. Valoarea amortizata

Conform RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), valoarea de
amortizat este costul activului, Tn timp ce, aplicand IAS
16, baza pentru calculul amortizarii este reprezentata de
costul diminuat cu valoarea reziduala;
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B. Perioada de incepere a amortizarii

Perioada de incepere a amortizarii, in conformitate cu
RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), este luna urmatoare dupa
punerea in functiune a activului in cauza. Aplicand IAS
16, amortizarea se inregistreaza incepand cu data la
care activul a devenit disponibil pentru utilizare.

C. Intreruperea amortizérii

Situatiile financiare pregatite in conformitate cu legislatia
romaneasca pot fi afectate de tratamentul activelor in
conservare. Astfel, in functie de politica interna a fiecarei
entitati, se poate inregistra fie o cheltuiala cu
amortizarea, fie o cheltuiala cu deprecierea constatata.
Prin aplicarea IAS 16, amortizarea continua gi in timpul
perioadei de conservare a activului.

D. Sfarsitul perioadei de amortizare

Amortizarea unui activ se inregistreaza pana la
recuperarea integrala a costului, in conformitate cu
legislatia romaneasca (OMFP 1802/2014). Pe de alta
parte, aplicand IFRS, cheltuiala cu amortizarea trebuie
oprita din inregistrare in anumite situatii, precum
transferul activului in categoria activelor necurente
detinute in vederea vanzarii (IFRS 5).

E. Perioada afectata de schimbarea metodei de
amortizare

Schimbarea metodei de amortizare este considerata a fi
o0 schimbare in politica contabila conform RAS (OMFP
1802/2014), in timp ce IFRS trateaza o astfel de actiune
ca o schimbare de estimare, conducand la afectarea
situatiilor financiare in perioade diferite. Prin aplicarea
legislatiei roméanesti, schimbarea metodei de amortizare
ar afecta exercitiile financiare incepand cu urmatorul
dupa cel in care a fost luatd decizia de schimbare. in
acelasi timp, aceeasi schimbare tratata sub prevederile
IFRS se recunoaste incepand cu perioada in care a fost
aprobata modificarea.

v" Tratamentul fondului comercial:

In conformitate cu RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), companiile
ale caror active includ si fond comercial trebuie sa il
amortizeze pe o perioada de maxim 5 ani sau, in cazuri
exceptionale, atunci cand durata utila nu poate fi
estimata fiabil, amortizarea poate fi extinsa pe o
perioada mai mare, dar nedepasind 10 ani. Totusi, daca
se aplica IFRS, fondul comercial nu poate fi amortizat.
IAS 36 impune efectuarea unui test de depreciere anual
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pentru evaluarea fondului comercial si, in cazul
inregistrarii unei cheltuieli cu deprecierea, aceasta nu
poate fi reluata ulterior.

v" Reduceri comerciale:

In conformitate cu RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), reducerile
comerciale primite dupa data facturarii trebuie sa
afecteze costul stocurilor la care se refera, cu exceptia
cazului in care stocurile aferente nu mai sunt incluse in
gestiune, situatie in care se impune inregistrarea
acestor reduceri pe un cont specific (609) prezentat
separat in Contul de Profit i Pierdere. In acelasi timp,
IAS 2 nu prezinta tratamente diferite in functie de
momentul iesirii din gestiune a stocurilor, ci toate
reducerile comerciale primite trebuie sa afecteze costul
de achizitie.

v" Clasificarea activelor detinute in vederea vanzarii:

Conform RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), activele detinute in
vederea vanzarii in cursul obisnuit al activitatii sau
activele care suportd anumite lucrari in vederea
pregatirii pentru a fi vandute sunt considerate stocuri. De
asemenea, daca utilizarea unui activ se schimba si
activul suporta anumite lucrari pentru a fi pregatit pentru
vanzare, acesta este transferat in categoria stocurilor.
Conform IFRS, activele clasificate ca detinute in
vederea vanzarii sunt prezentate separat in categoria
activelor necurente (Active detinute in vederea vanzarii).
Pentru a putea fi incadrat in aceasta categorie, un activ
trebuie sa indeplineasca urmatoarele criterii, conform
IFRS: existenta unui plan pentru vanzarea acestuia
aprobat de management, disponibilitatea imediata a
activului pentru vénzare, initierea unui program activ
pentru identificarea comparatorului, existenta unui grad
ridicat al probabilitatii de vanzare, in 12 luni de la
clasificarea ca detinut in vederea vanzarii (cu anumite
exceptii), bunul sa fie prezentat pe piata ca fiind de
vanzare la un pret rezonabil fata de valoarea sa justa si
actiunile necesare in vederea indeplinirii planului sa
indice faptul ca este improbabil ca planul sa fie modificat
semnificativ sau retras’.

v" Contracte de constructii :

In conformitate cu RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), contractele
de constructii nu sunt tratate ca un aspect separat, ci
sunt considerate ca intrand sub incidenta prevederilor

1 http://www.iasplus.com/en/standards/ifrs/ifrs5
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privind stocurile. Aplicand IFRS, standardul IAS 11
Contracte de constructii prevede un tratament specific
pentru acestea, in timp ce elementele generate de
tranzactiile aferente trebuie s fie prezentate separat, in
categoria de Active/Datorii curente (Sume datorate de
cétre clienti aferente contractelor de constructi,
respectiv Sume datorate clientilor aferente contractelor
de constructii).

v Contracte de leasing - criterii de clasificare a
leasingului ca leasing financiar:

In general, criteriile de clasificare a unui contract de
leasing ca leasing financiar in conformitate cu RAS sunt
similare cu cele mentionate de IAS 17. Totusi, in timp ce
conditile mentionate de RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) prevad
ca valoarea totala a ratelor de leasing, fara cheltuielile
accesorii, trebuie sa fie mai mare sau egala cu valoarea
de intrare a bunului (costul de achizitie pl&tit de locator),
IAS 17 prevede ca la inceputul perioadei de leasing
valoarea prezenta a platilor minime de leasing trebuie sa
fie Tn mare masura aceeasi cu valoarea justa a activului.

v" Contracte de leasing — tratamentul operatiunilor de
leaseback:

Prevederile RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) mentioneaza ca, in
cazul in care o operatiune de leaseback genereaza un
leasing financiar, locatorul nu va inregistra niciun venit
sau tranzactii privind iesirea activului, intrucat
operatiunea este consideratd un mijloc de finantare a
locatarului. In contabilitatea locatorului va fi recunoscut
un activ (disponibilitati banesti sau creanta) in acelasi
timp cu o datorie de aceeasi valoare. Pe de alta parte,
daca se aplica prevederile IAS 17, orice castig care
depaseste valoarea neta contabilé a activului va fi
recunoscut pe intreaga perioada a leasingului, si nu
imediat.

v" Creante/Datorii privind impozitul aménat:

I timp ce IAS 12 prevede criterii detaliate pentru
tratamentul contabil (recunoastere, evaluare, prezentare)
aplicabil creantelor privind impozitul amanat sau datoriilor
privind impozitul amanat, generate de diferentele
temporare existente ntre valorile nete contabile si bazele
fiscale ale activelor si datoriilor, conform RAS (OMFP
1802/2014), provizioanele pentru impozite trebuie
constituite pentru valorile viitoare de plata datorate catre
bugetul de stat, daca aceste valori nu sunt prezentate ca
datorie fata de stat, iar pentru tratamentul contabil al
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acestora se folosesc regulile aplicabile pentru
provizioane, neexistand criterii specifice.

Prevederi specifice a cdror lipsa poate conduce la
existenta unor neconcordante intre situatiile financiare
pregatite in conformitate cu RAS fata de cele intocmite
conform IFRS (puncte de absentd):

—  Conceptul de valoare reziduala, in cazul
imobilizarilor corporale, nu exista in prevederile
RAS (OMFP 1802/2014);

— Tncadrul RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) nu exist4 nicio
cerinta privind actualizarea veniturilor viitoare, in
cazul incasarilor aménate ale creantelor;

— RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) nu prezinta tratamente
specifice pentru planurile de beneficii post-angajare
(planuri de contributii determinate, respectiv planuri
de beneficii determinate);

— RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) nu prevede cerinte
specifice privind rezultatul pe actiune (earnings per
share);

— Nu exista cerinte specifice cu privire la conceptul de
activitati intrerupte (discontinued operations),
conform RAS (OMFP 1802/2014);

— RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) nu prezinta tratamente
specifice privind plata pe bazé de actiuni (share-
based payment);

—  Conceptul de unitate generatoare de trezorerie

(cash-generating unit) nu este utilizat in cadrul RAS
(OMFP 1802/2014);

— RAS (OMFP 1802/2014) nu contine prevederi
specifice cu privire la conceptul de segmente
operationale (operating segments).

Originea juridicd
Sistemul juridic aplicabil in Romania este dreptul civil.

Potrivit site-ului apartinand The Central Intelligence
Agency, sistemul de drept civil este numit si drept
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continental European (“European continental law™!).
Acest sistem este caracterizat,in principal, prin faptul ca
legile sunt organizate in coduri sistematice scrise i ca
sursa recunoscuta ca fiind autoritara este, in principal,
legislatia. Constitutia este legea fundamentala in
Romania, in timp ce sistemul judiciar este bazat pe
Codul Civil, Codul de Procedura Civila, Codul Penal i
Codul de Procedura Penala. Putem considera ca
ipoteza conform careia este de asteptat ca nivelul
dimensiunilor diferentelor in materie de absenta si
divergenta sa fie mai ridicat pentru tarile de drept civil,
este confirmata intr-un mod rezonabil.

Structura actionariatului

Tntr-un studiu realizat in 2010 cu privire la structura
actionariatului in Roménia, este concluzionat c&, in
general, Roménia se caracterizeaza printr-un actionariat
concentrat. Rezultatele au fost obtinute in urma unei
analize efectuate asupra unui esantion de 70 de
companii listate la Bursa de Valori Bucuresti la 30 iunie
2010. Una dintre prezumtiile folosite a fost ca, in
conformitate cu legislatia romaneasca, un «blockholder»
sau un actionar semnificativ detine cel putin 10% din
capitalul social al companiei sau din drepturile de vot
sau are posibilitatea exercitarii unei influente
semnificative asupra procesului decizional in cadrul
Adunérilor Generale ale Actionarilor sau in cadrul
intalnirilor Consiliului de Administratie?. Rezultatele
analizei arata ca, in peste un sfert dintre companii,
actionarii semnificativi detin peste 80% din actiunile
companiei, din 70 de companii listate, 63 (90%) au cel
putin un actionar semnificativ, insa numai 13 (18.6%) au
cel putin trei astfel de actionari, o singura companie
avand cel mult cinci (neraportat), iar, in plus, in 46 de
companii, totalul detinut de primii doi actionari
semnificativi depaseste proportia de 50%?.

1 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
fields/2100.html

2 Pana, RM., Ownership structure in Romanian Listed
Companies — a Corporate Governance and Corporate
Performance Perspective, disponibil on-line pe http://pure.
au.dk/portal/files/13934/thesis.pdf, 2010, p.26.

3 Pana, RM., Ownership structure in Romanian Listed
Companies — a Corporate Governance and Corporate
Performance Perspective, disponibil on-line pe http://pure.
au.dk/portalffiles/13934/thesis.pdf, 2010, p.27.
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Concluzia studiului este ca, in general, in companiile
listate la BVB, actionariatul este concentrat asupra unui
numar de doi actionari, dintre care cel mai semnificativ
detine un procent din actiuni considerabil mai mare
decat urmatorul*.

Un alt studiu privind structura actionariatului in Roménia
confirma concluziile prezentate anterior. Lucrarea
prezinta faptul ca dintr-un esantion de 334 de observatii
statistice din BVB din perioada 2007-2011, in medie,
procentul de actiuni de tinut de cel mai important
actionar este foarte ridicat (55.3%) si ca, referitor la
urmatorii doi actionari ca pondere a actiunilor detinute,
ambele valori (medie si maxima) ale procentelor detinute
sunt mult mai scazute in comparatie cu cel al primului
clasat®, putand astfel concluziona cé entitatile listate la
BVB sunt caracterizate de o concentrare semnificativa a
actionariatului. Ipoteza precum c& un nivel ridicat al
concentrarii actionariatului ar conduce la un nivel ridicat
al absentei poate fi confirmata intr-un mod rezonabil.

Dezvoltarea economica

Produsul Intern Brut al Roméniei a fost estimat de
Institutul National de Statistica la o valoare rotunjita de
637.583 milioane RON pentru 2013, cu o crestere
estimata de +3.4% in comparatie cu 2012. Potrivit site-
ului The World Bank, pentru anul 2015, Romania este
incadrata in categoria economiilor cu venit mediu-ridicat,
iar Institutul International de Statistica include Romania
in lista tarilor in dezvoltare pentru acelasi an. Ipoteza
privind corelatia negativa dintre dezvoltarea economica
si nivelul gradului de absenta poate fi confirmata
rezonabil.

4 Pana, RM., Ownership structure in Romanian Listed
Companies — a Corporate Governance and Corporate
Performance Perspective, disponibil on-line pe http://pure.
au.dk/portal/files/13934/thesis.pdf, 2010, p.27.

5 Vintila G. et. al., The Effects of Ownership Concentration
and Origin of Listed Firms’ Value: Empirical Evidence from
Romania, Romanian Journal of Economic Forcasting, XVII
(3), p-51-71, 2014, p.60.

6 Vintila G. et. al., The Effects of Ownership Concentration
and Origin of Listed Firms’ Value: Empirical Evidence from
Romania, Romanian Journal of Economic Forcasting, XVII
(3), p-51-71, 2014, p.68.
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Importanta pietei de capital

Tn cadrul unui studiu efectuat in 2012 cu scopul evalurii
influentei crizei economice asupra pietei de capital din
Romania, este concluzionat ca, ludnd in considerare
incertitudinea care defineste contextul national gi
international al acestor vremuri, BVB are principalele
obiective legate de «cresterea nivelului de lichiditate,
atragerea de noi investitori in piata, companiile locale
fiind astfel incurajate de BVB sa absoarba ofertele de
actiuni sau obligatiuni». Este, insa, precizat si faptul ca,
in materie de capitalizare bursiera, Romania ocupa unul
din ultimele locuri la nivel european si ca «adancimea
pietei de capital este destul de redusa, lucru care nu
fncurajeaza marii investitori». n plus, criza globald care
a afectat economia in ultimii ani a avut un impact negativ
vizibil asupra pietei de capital’.

Pe de alta parte, o cercetare efectuata pe o tema
similara in 2014 arata ca BVB a reusit s& inregistreze un
nivel pozitiv i constant de dezvoltare in perioada
recesiunii. Acest lucru a condus la cresterea gradului de
incredere a investitorilor in ceea ce priveste potentialul
pietei de capital din Roménia. Totusi, in continuare,
nivelul infuziei de capital stréin de pe piata de capital
roméneasca este sub nivelul investitiilor din centrul gi
estul Europei. Ipoteza privind corelatia negativa dintre
importanta pietei de capital si gradul de absenta si
divergenta poate fi confirmata rezonabil.

Importanta profesiei contabile

Abordari precum aplicarea rationamentului profesional
sau determinarea unor prezumtii pentru estimarea
provizioanelor sunt asociate mai mult cadrului de
raportare financiara international decét cu reglementarile
locale romanesti. Desi au fost efectuati pasi importanti
in ceea ce priveste dezvoltarea unei profesii contabile
care sa se plieze pe cerintele internationale, o parte
semnificativa a profesionistilor contabili se concentreaza
n continuare numai pe aplicarea stricta a regulilor si

' Badea, L., Impactul crizei financiare asupra pietei de capital
din Roménia in context European, Economie teoreticd si
aplicata, Vol. XIX, No 3(568), 2012, p.38.

2 Boghean, C., Features of the capital market's evolution in
Romaénia in the context of the turbulences produced by the
financial crisis, The USV Annals of Economics and Public
Administration, Vol. 14, Issue 2(20), 2014, p.65
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reglementarilor contabile locale. in consecint3, practica
in domeniul contabil este mai putin bazaté pe aplicarea
experientei trecute si a rationamentului profesional i
mai mult limitata la executarea instructiunilor impuse de
standardele locale.

Privind inapoi la evolutia contabilitatii, in secolul al XIX-
lea, Romania a adus un aport minor in cultura, constand
mai mult in preluari si adaptari de la culturile vestice, iar
prima reglementare juridica romaneasca in materie de
contabilitate a fost preluata din reglementérile tarilor
vestice?. In continuare, economia Romaniei a inregistrat
o crestere in nivelul de industrializare, urméand ca apoi
sa devina mai mult o economie agrara“ si ulterior sa fie
supusa unei perioade de peste patru decenii de
centralizare. Tranzitia de la o economie de tip centralizat
la un mediu economic bazat pe piata libera ar fi fost mai
usoard daca Romania ar fi avut o Scoald autentica de
contabilitate care sa fi permis crearea relativ rapida a
unui organism de normalizare®. Potrivit unor cercetari
recente, desi contabilitatea romaneasca este in linii mari
in conformitate cu principalele cadre internationale, inca
se mentin anumite caracteristici provenite din cultura i
practica locala, iar bazele normative pentru profesie
raman limitate in principal la cerintele pentru asigurarea
conformitatii®. Totodata, este anticipat faptul ca profesia
contabild in Romania va rdméane o vreme cu 0 imagine
si cu roluri diferentiale’. Ipoteza privind corelatia
negativa dintre importanta profesiei contabile si gradele
de absenta si de divergenta poate fi confirmata
rezonabil.

3 lonascu, M. et. al., IFRS adoption in developing countries:
the case of Romania, Accounting and Management
Information Systems, Vol. 13, No. 2, 2014, p.313.

4 lonascu, M. et. al., IFRS adoption in developing countries:
the case of Romania, Accounting and Management
Information Systems, Vol. 13, No. 2, 2014, p.314.

5 Feleaga, N. et al., Quelques propos sur la reforme
comptable. Le cas de Roumanie, The Annals of Oradea
University 3, 2009, p.959.

6 Albu, N., Exploring the Recent Evolution of the Accounting
Profession in Romania - an institutional approach,
Accounting and Management Information Systems, Vol.12,
No.4, 2013, p.549.

7 Albu, N., Exploring the Recent Evolution of the Accounting
Profession in Romania - an institutional approach,
Accounting and Management Information Systems, Vol.12,
No.4, 2013, p.549.
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Cu toate ca reglementarile locale romanesti in materie
de contabilitate au fost actualizate recent prin intrarea in
vigoare a OMFP 1802/2014, in continuare ramén o serie
de neconcordante intre acestea si IFRS. Astfel de
diferente sunt confirmate, de asemenea, si pentru alte
tari emergente, nu numai in complexul studiu GAAP
2001, ci si in articole si publicatii recente.

in cazul Roméniei, corelatiile dintre potentialii factori
determinanti ai diferentelor dintre standardele contabile
locale si IAS prezentati in cercetarea efectuatd de Ding
Y. et. al. si nivelul dimensiunilor diferentelor (absenta si
divergentd) par a fi similare cu cele aferente cercetarii
mentionate anterior. Gradul de absenta si cel de

divergenta par a fi mai ridicate in tarile de drept civil. Un
nivel inalt al concentrarii actionariatului sau o importanta
relativ scazuta acordata profesiei contabile sunt corelate
cu un grad ridicat de absenta. Gradul de divergenta si
cel de absenta sunt corelate negativ cu nivelul de
dezvoltare a pietei de capital. Dezvoltarea economica
este, de asemenea, corelata negativ cu gradul de
absenta.

In concluzie, cazul Romaniei poate reprezenta o
confirmare aditionala rezonabila a corelatiilor dintre
potentialii factori determinanti ai diferentelor dintre
standardele contabile nationale si IAS si nivelul
dimensiunilor diferentelor, al absentei si al divergentei,
prezentate in cercetarea efectuata de Ding Y. et. al.
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Rezumat

Modificarile legislatiei contabile si fiscale impun
adaptarea continua a politicilor contabile si fiscale ale
entitatilor economice la noile reglementari, ceea ce
determina perfectionarea continué a cunostintelor de
Specialitate ale profesionistilor contabili implicati in
diverse misiuni specifice, cum ar fi, spre exemplu:
finerea evidentei contabile, intocmirea declaratiilor
fiscale sau — chiar misiuni de audit financiar. Pornind de
la aceste considerente, prezentul studiu isi propune sa
raspunda la anumite intrebdri privind suportarea
eventualelor costuri contabile suplimentare generate de
adaptarea sistemului de raportare contabila si fiscald la
noile prevederi legislative. Pentru a raspunde la aceste
intrebari au fost folosite metode statistice, cum ar fi
sondarea opiniei profesionigtilor contabili, dar si a
reprezentantilor organelor de conducere ale entitatilor
economice. In urma centralizérii rezultatelor obtinute a
rezultat ca, in general, costurile suplimentare
determinate de modificarile legislatiei contabile si fiscale
sunt suportate de catre profesionistii contabili si intr-o
masuré destul de mica de cétre entitaile supuse
studiului. Printre cauzele care au determinat obfinerea
acestor rezultate sunt enumerate lipsa prevederii in
contractele de prestéri servicii sau in contractele de
munca a unor clauze privind renegocierea onorariilor
(salariilor) in functie de evolutia modificérilor legislative,
dar si de cresterea responsabilitatii profesionistului
contabil pentru activitétile desfagurate in cadrul
misiunilor sale.

Cuvinte-cheie: profesionistul contabil, modificarea
legislatiei, costuri suplimentare, responsabilitate, onorarii

Clasificare JEL: H21, H25, G38
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Mediul in care isi desfagoara activitatea entitatile
economice impune adaptarea continua a legislatiei la
noile realitati. Acest lucru implica aparitia unor noi acte
normative, abrogarea sau modificarea celor existente.
Pentru a raspunde misiunilor lor, profesionistii contabili
sunt obligati sa-si perfectioneze continuu cunostintele de
specialitate si sa aplice noile reglementari contabile si
fiscale la cazurile concrete. Ori aceasts situatie
presupune implicit din partea profesionistilor contabili
alocarea unor resurse de timp si materiale suplimentare.
Putem da ca exemplu in acest sens intocmirea unor
raportari financiare gi fiscale in plus fata de cele
existente la un moment dat, adaptarea programelor
informatice sau aplicarea unor noi politici contabile.
Pornind de la aceste considerente, obiectivul general de
cercetare al prezentului studiu este acela de a determina
daca modificarile legislatiei economice determing costuri
suplimentare i, daca da, cine le suporta: entitatile
economice sau profesionistii contabili? Pentru a
raspunde la aceasta intrebare, prin intermediul
prezentului studiu, autorul si-a propus sa realizeze o
serie de anchete statistice prin care sa se testeze care
este atitudinea profesiei contabile, dar si a conducerii
entitatilor economice cu privire la eventualele costuri
generate de modificarile legislatiei contabile si fiscale.

Conceptele privind modificarile legislatiei contabile si
fiscale sunt prezentate in cadrul mai multor lucrari.
Astfel, John Locke evoca in lucrarile sale stabilitatea
normelor fiscale, statele trebuind sa guverneze prin legi
prestabilite (John Locke, 1823). Dupa Adam Smith, in
cazul in care legislatia fiscala se modifica in mod repetat
si nu este certd, taxele care trebuie platite sunt lasate la
aprecierea organelor fiscale, care pot mari impozitele la
persoanele pe care nu le simpatizeaza sau le pot
micsora la contribuabilii apropiati. Incertitudinea taxarii
incurajeaza insolventa si favorizeaza coruptia (Adam
Smith, 1776). Tn lucrarea intitulata Audit Committee
Compensation and the Demand for Monitoring of the
Financial Reporting Process, Ellen Engel a abordat
aspectele legate de compensatiile comitetului de audit
vizavi de procesul de monitorizare a raportarii financiare
(Engel, Ellen si altii, 2009), rezultatele studiului aratand
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ca intre cele doua variabile exista o relatie direct
proportionala. In lucrarea intitulatd Taxes and Audit
Quality, Erich Pummerer a studiat relatia dintre nivelul
taxelor si calitatea auditului, relevand ca intre acestea
existd o relatie directa. Astfel, cu cat riscul aplicarii
legislatiei fiscale este mai mare cu atét creste si efortul
facut de catre auditorii financiari, dar sporeste si
calitatea auditului (Pummerer Erich si altii, 2013).
Michael Minnis a elaborat un studiu intitulat The Value of
Verification in Debt Financing: Evidence from Private
U.S. Firms, in care a abordat aspectele legate de
costurile de finantare ale companiilor americane, tindnd
cont de modul de verificare a situatiilor financiare. Astfel,
rezultatele studiului arata ca intre modul de verificare a
situatiilor financiare si costurile de imprumut existé o
relatie invers proportionala, dobanzile si comisioanele
bancare fiind cu atat mai mici cu cat situatiile financiare
ale companiilor sunt mai riguros verificate (Minnis
Michael, 2011). Vazakidis Athanasios a elaborat un
studiu intulat Measuring Investors’ Reaction to the
Adoption of International Financial Reporting Standards
in Greece, Using a Market-Based Model, scopul
acestuia fiind de a evidentia principalele diferente intre
standardele internationale de contabilitate si cele
grecesti. Studiul releva faptul ca, in urma retratarii
situatiilor financiare conform IFRS, rezultatele financiare
ale celor 90 de companii care au facut obiectul cercetarii
sunt diferite fata de cele prezentate in urma aplicarii
normelor nationale, deciziile investitorilor fiind influentate
de aceasta retratare a situatiilor financiare (Vazakidis
Athanasios si altii, 2010). In lucrarea intitulatad Modelling
Issues in the Relationship Between Audit and Non-Audit
Fees, Adelopo |. a abordat aspecte legate de taxele
legate de audit si taxele non audit. Pentru a justifica
rezultatele cercetarii, autorul a elaborat un model de
ecuatii simultane, iar entitatile care au facut obiectul
studiului erau cotate la Bursa din Londra. Concluziile
studiului pot fi folosite pentru imbunatatirea conceptelor
privind rolul auditorului financiar in cadrul mecanismului
guvernantei corporative (Adelopo Ismail A., 2008).

Pentru a indeplini obiectivele cercetarii au fost folosite o
serie de metode cantitative si calitative. Astfel, in primul
rand au fost selectate o serie de acte normative care au
incidenta destul de mare asupra activitatii profesionistilor
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contabili, cum ar fi: Legea contabilitatii nr. 82/1991,
O.M.F.P. nr. 3055/2009 si Legea nr. 571/2003 privind
Codul fiscal. Din cadrul acestora au fost selectate o
serie de articole care au o aplicabilitate mai mare in
practica si care au suferit modificari importante in ultima
perioada. Printre acestea mentionam normele care fac
referire la raportarile financiare, la transpunerea
soldurilor contabile conform unui nou plan de conturi, la
reincadrarea unei entitati economice din categoria
microintreprinderilor in categoria entitatilor platitoare de
impozit pe profit, la aplicarea sistemului de TVA la
incasare, precum si cele referitoare la intocmirea
declaratiilor fiscale. Cercetarea s-a realizat in perioada 1
decembrie 2014 - 30 martie 2015, iar subiectii supusi
studiului, in numar de 100, au fost profesionistii contabili,
dar si entitatile economice. Astfel, au fost selectati 50 de
profesionisti contabili (membri activi ai organismelor
profesionale care Tsi desfasoara activitatea in mod
individual, dar si salariati, nemembri ai organismelor
profesionale sau membri nonactivi ai acestora) si 50 de
companii, carora li s-au adresat o serie de chestionare
care contineau intrebari cum ar fi:

o Incadrarea entitatii economice intr-un alt tip de
societate, prin depasirea criteriilor de marime ca
cifra de afaceri, activele totale si numarul de
salariati i determina s& renegocieze contractul de
prestari servicii (contractul de muncé), tinand cont
de faptul ca trebuie sa intocmeasca un alt tip de
raportari financiare si o transpunere a soldurilor
conform planului de conturi?

e Inurma trecerii de la statutul de microintreprindere
la cel de societate platitoare de impozit pe profit,
necesitand eforturi umane suplimentare, se
renegociaza contractul de prestari de servicii
(contractul de munca) conform costurilor
suplimentare?

o Aplicarea sistemului de TVA la incasare, introdus
prin intermediul Ordonantei Guvernului nr. 15 din 23
august 20121, a necesitat costuri suplimentare
pentru adaptarea sistemului informatic la noile
cerinte de raportare? In acest sens, au existat
eforturi suplimentare pentru evidenta analitica a
taxei pe valoarea adaugata neexigibila pentru

' Ordonanta Guvernului nr. 15 din 23 august 2012
pentru modificarea si completarea Legii nr. 571/2003
privind Codul fiscal, publicatd in Monitorul Oficial nr.
621 din 29 august 2012
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fiecare factura de vanzare si de cumparare, iar
profesionistul contabil a solicitat suplimentarea
onorariului (salariului)?

e in conditiile in care apar raportari fiscale
suplimentare (noi declaratii fiscale), acest lucru
determina eforturi suplimentare din partea
profesionistilor contabili si, daca da, a fost solicitata
modificarea onorariului (salariului)?

o Este necesard perfectionarea continué a
cunostintelor de specialitate, inclusiv a celor legate
de modificarea legislatiei contabile, iar aceasta
determina o eventuala alocare a unui timp
suplimentar pentru studierea modificarilor
legislative?

Tn vederea prelucrarii datelor, pentru fiecare subiect

chestionat (profesionist contabil) s-a estimat un scoring

total, tinénd cont de raspunsurile furnizate de cétre
acestia. Testul scoring a avut la baza chestionarele
mentionate mai sus, iar valorile finale au fost

determinate conform urmatorului model matematic:

Functia privind estimarea modificarii costurilor cu
serviciile contabile, tindnd cont de modificarile
legislatie contabile i fiscale: Fj(ccy)
Definim functia:
F: Z+* — Z+* unde
Fi(Cote) = {F(31,82,85,84, ..., &) | 0< Fi(ca) < 10} iar
F(31), F(82), F(33) F(34), ..., F(&) €[0; 2], i € [0;%],
Jj €[0;50] si
F(Cotw) = f(51)+ f(52) +f(Sa)+ f(34)+ ...+ f(3),

unde

d1reprezinta valoarea estimata a parametrului privind
verificarea indeplinirii conditiei daca este necesara
perfectionarea continua a cunostintelor de
specialitate, tindnd cont de modificarile legislatiei
contabile si fiscale, aceasta determinand alocarea
unor resurse suplimentare;

&2 reprezinta valoarea estimata a parametrului privind
verificarea indeplinirii conditiei daca depasirea de
catre entitatile economice a criteriilor privind cifra de
afaceri, activele totale si numarul de salariati
influenteaza misiunile profesionistilor contabili,
determinadnd cresterea costurilor serviciilor contabile;

d3reprezinta valoarea estimata a parametrului privind
verificarea indeplinirii conditiei daca trecerea unei
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entitati de la sistemul de impozitare ca
microintreprindere, la sistemul de impozitare pe profit
influenteaza misiunile profesionistilor contabili,
determinand alocarea unor resurse suplimentare;

d4 reprezinta valoarea estimata a parametrului privind
verificarea indeplinirii conditiei daca modificarea
legislatiei privind contribuabilii inactivi influenteaza
misiunile profesionistilor contabili, determinand
alocarea unor resurse suplimentare;

s reprezinta valoarea estimata a parametrului privind
verificarea indeplinirii conditiei daca trecerea unei
entitati de la sistemul normal de TVA la sistemul de
TVA la incasare influenteaza misiunile profesionistilor
contabili, determinand alocarea unor resurse
suplimentare;

direprezinta valoarea estimata a parametrului privind
verificarea indeplinirii conditiei daca o anumita
modificare contabila sau fiscala, in general, stabilita
de catre profesionistul contabil determina alocarea
unor resurse suplimentare, inclusiv costuri cu
serviciile contabile suplimentare.

Tn urma elaborérii studiului a rezultat c& majoritatea
profesionistilor contabili sunt de acord ca este necesara
perfectionarea continua a cunostintelor de specialitate,
aceasta fiind o conditie de baza a indeplinirii cu succes
a misiunilor lor. De asemenea, toti cei intervievati sunt
de acord cu faptul c& modificarea legislatiei contabile si
a celei fiscale necesitd, in primul rand, un efort de timp
suplimentar, generand costuri sporite pentru acestia. in
ceea ce priveste suportarea acestor costuri suplimen-
tare, rezultatele studiului ne arata ca majoritatea profe-
sionistilor contabili nu solicita clientilor renegocierea
contractelor in functie de modificarile legislative,
rezultatele detaliate fiind prezentate in cele ce urmeaza.

Astfel, toti profesionistii contabili chestionati au raspuns
afirmativ la intrebarea legata de cresterea complexitatii
misiunilor contabile si fiscale in conditiile introducerii
sistemului de TVA la incasare in anul 2013, prin
intermediul Ordonantei Guvernului nr. 15 din 23 august
2012. Acestia au motivat raspunsurile prin faptul ca
aplicarea obligatorie (initiala) si nu facultativa a
sistemului de TVA la incasare i-a determinat, in primul
rand sa-si adapteze programele informatice la noile
prevederi fiscale, fapt ce a generat un cost suplimentar.
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In ceea ce priveste suportarea acestui cost, din studiu
rezulta ca, in cazul companiilor care au organizate
serviciile de contabilitate in compartimente distincte, pe
baza de contract de munca, costurile cu programele
informatice au fost suportate de catre companiile in
cauza. Spre deosebire de acestea, in cazul companiilor
care tin evidenta contabila pe baza de contracte de
prestari servicii (externalizate), in peste 80% din cazuri
costurile legate de adaptarea programelor informatice
sunt suportate de cétre profesionistul contabil. in ceea
ce priveste alocarea unui timp suplimentar in cazul
aplicarii sistemului de TVA la incasare, subiectii
chestionati au raspuns ca principalele activitati care au
generat alocarea unui timp suplimentar au fost: evidenta
separata a taxei pe valoarea adaugata neexigibila
aferenta facturilor de vanzare neincasate, dar si a
facturilor de cumparare neachitate. De asemenea, si in
cazul companiilor mai mari, care nu au aplicat sistemul
de TVA la incasare obligatoriu datorita faptului ca
depaseau criteriile de marime stabilite prin norme,
activitatea profesionistilor contabili a necesitat un timp
suplimentar din cauza c& a fost necesara evidenta
separata a facturilor de cumparare neachitate, primite de
la un contribuabil care aplica sistemul de TVA la
incasare. Un efort suplimentar |-a reprezentat si
verificarea periodica a entitatilor care intra si ies din
sistemul de evidenta al contribuabililor care aplica
sistemul de TVA la incasare. La intrebarea privind 0
eventuala solicitare de majorare a onorariilor (salariilor)
din cauza cresterii costurilor, peste 85% dintre subiectii
chestionati au raspuns ca nu au solicitat conducerii
companiilor acest lucru intrucat nu au prevazut in
contract astfel de clauze, cu toate ca li se pare justificata
0 eventuala majorare a onorariilor (salariilor) in
asemenea situatii.

In ceea ce priveste modificérile legislative privind
contribuabilii nonactivi, circa 20% dintre cei chestionati
au raspuns ca nu au aplicat astfel de prevederi, iar restul
au declarat ca le-au aplicat, aceasta impunand eforturi
suplimentare din cauza faptului ca a fost necesara
verificarea permanenta a incadrarii unui contribuabil in
categoria contribuabili inactivi. In acest sens, subiectii
chestionati au raspuns ca a crescut si responsabilitatea
lor vizavi de aplicarea practica a acestei reglementari,
deoarece, in conformitate cu prevederile legale in
vigoare, tranzactiile efectuate cu un contribuabil inactiv
sunt reconsiderate de catre organele fiscale, taxa pe
valoarea addugata nefiind considerata deductibila, iar
cheltuiala aferenta operatiunii in cauza, de asemenea.
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La intrebarea legata de generarea unor eventuale
costuri, 96% din subiectii respectivi au raspuns ca
modificarea legislativa a generat pentru ei o crestere a
costurilor, dar nu au solicitat 0 majorare a onorariilor
pentru acest motiv cu toate ca a crescut si
responsabilitatea lor.

Referitor la modificarea statutului fiscal al entitétilor prin
transformarea acestora din microintreprinderi in entitati
platitoare de impozit pe profit, rezultatele studiului arata
ca 76% dintre profesionistii contabili au aplicat
reglementarile legate de microintreprinderi, iar 96%
dintre acestia considera ca misiunilor lor sunt mai
complexe si determina o responsabilitate mai mare din
partea lor in cadrul transformarii statutului companiilor in
entitati platitoare de impozit pe profit. Persoanele
chestionate au motivat acest lucru prin intocmirea
suplimentara a declaratiei 101 privind impozitul pe profit,
prin Intocmirea registrului de evidenta fiscald, dar si prin
cresterea responsabilitatii privind incadrarea anumitor
cheltuieli ca fiind deductibile. La fel ca in cazurile
precedente, si la intrebarea legata de generarea unor
eventuale costuri, majoritatea dintre subiectii chestionati
au raspuns ca aplicarea normelor respective genereaza
pentru ei costuri suplimentare, dar 90% dintre acestia nu
au solicitat o majorare a onorariilor pentru acest motiv.

Tn ceea ce priveste intocmirea unor noi tipuri de raportari
financiare datoritd modificarii legislatiei contabile, 60%
dintre subiectii chestionati, membri ai organismelor
profesionale, au declarat ca, in conditiile in care are loc
reincadrarea entitatii economice intr-un alt tip de
societate, prin depésirea criteriilor de marime, cum ar fi
cifra de afaceri, activele totale si numarul de salariati,
aceasta ii determina sa propuna organelor de conducere
ale clientilor o renegociere a contractului de prestari
servicii, spre deosebire de doar 20% dintre profesionistii
contabili incadrati cu contract de munca, care solicita

acest lucru. La intrebarea legata de complexitatea
lucrarilor mentionate, majoritatea celor chestionati au
raspuns ca aceasta consta in transpunerea soldurilor
conform noului plan de conturi, dar si in intocmirea unor
raportari financiare mai detaliate.

Rezultatele studiului releva faptul ca profesionistii con-
tabili trebuie sa-si perfectioneze continuu cunostintele de
specialitate pentru a presta servicii de calitate,
autoritatile find nevoite sa adapteze legislatia contabila
si fiscala la noile realitati economice. In general, aceasta
necesita eforturi umane si materiale suplimentare,
generand costuri care, in majoritatea cazurilor sunt
suportate de catre profesionistii contabili, concomitent cu
cresterea continua a responsabilitatii acestora.

Avand in vedere rezultatele studiului, consideram ca se
poate extinde cercetarea, facandu-se eventuale
previziuni cu privire la evolutia profesiei contabile, prin
prisma cresterii continue a atributiilor si responsabilitatii
membrilor care o reprezinta, concomitent cu mentinerea
constanta a nivelului onorariilor sau chiar cu scaderea
nivelului acestora. Rezultatele studiului pot fi avute in
vedere de catre profesionistii contabili, pentru a evalua
cat mai corect drepturile si obligatiile pe care le stabilesc
in cadrul contractelor pe care le incheie cu clientii.
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Progresul tehnologic rapid si permanent d& nagtere unor
noi riscuri i provocdri. Standardele si legislatia la nivel
international au menirea de a sustine dezvoltarea i
utilizarea in siguranté a noilor tehnologii. In contextul in
care tehnologia cloud computing a devenit o optiune tot
mai des luaté in considerare de companii si utilizatori
individuali, intrebarea pe care autorii 0 adreseaza este:
in ce masura reusesc standardele si normele
internationale s tind pasul cu evolutia tehnologica?
Studiul cuprinde doud componente: perspectiva
teoretica, bazata pe revizuirea literaturii de specialitate i
pe analiza principalelor standarde si legi internationale,
§i perspectiva empiricd, bazaté pe experienta
profesionald internationald a autorilor si informatiile
raportate de companii. Prezentul articol are menirea de
a analiza discrepanta dintre evolutia tehnologica si
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international privind auditul si securitatea informatiilor.
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Contextul actual este marcat de evolutia permanent si
intr-un ritm alert a tehnologiei, ca raspuns la nevoile
companiilor in ceea ce priveste reducerea costurilor,
automatizarea proceselor si disponibilitatea in timp a
informatiilor. Astfel, concepte precum cloud computing,
cloud accounting, real-time reporting etc. au luat nastere
pentru a sustine nevoile companiilor, indiferent de
dimensiunea, sectorul de afaceri sau pozitia geografica
a acestora.

Tot mai multe organizatii aleg s&@ migreze procesele
operationale si de suport catre tehnologia cloud
computing datorita avantajelor pe care aceasta le
reprezinta (A. Kumar, 2012).

Tn 2012, un studiu realizat de Cloud Security Alliance
(CSA) impreuna cu Information Security Audit and
Control Association (ISACA), Cloud Computing
Maturity Study, bazat pe o populatie de 252 de
participanti (utilizatori ai tehnologiei cloud computing,
furnizori de servicii cloud si consultanti in materie)
din 48 de tari, evidentiaza principalele avantaje si
provocari prezentate de utilizarea tehnologiei cloud
computing. Studiul arata faptul ca oportunitatea de
reducere a costurilor reprezinta principalul factor
determinant al adoptérii tehnologiei cloud computing,
urmat de flexibilitatea, timpul de raspuns si cresterea
eficientei si a productivitatii oferite de aceasta
tehnologie.

De cealalta parte, intre principalele provocari pe

care tehnologia cloud computing le implica se

numara problema proprietatii, controlului si
responsabilitatii asupra datelor, prin urmare, securitatea
informatiilor (CSA si ISACA, Cloud Computing Maturity
Study, 2012).

Trei principale modele de cloud au fost definite in
decursul dezvoltarii tehnologiei (M. J. Kavis, 2014; R.
Singh, P. Patel si B. Sahoo, 2014):

— SaaS (Software as a Service) este un model bazat
pe faptul ca utilizatorii acceseaza, prin intermediul
interfetelor web, aplicatii ce ruleaza pe o
infrastructura cloud. In cadrul acestui model,
majoritatea infrastructurii (hardware si software)

Nr. 5(125)/2015

este de regula gestionata si controlata de furnizorul
de servici.

— PaaS (Platform as a Service) sustine aplicatii
gestionate si controlate de client pe infrastructura
oferita de furnizorul de servicii. Echipamentele
hardware, serverele (stocarea datelor) si sistemele
de operare sunt de cele mai multe ori gestionate si
controlate de furnizorul de cloud, in timp ce
aplicatiile se afla sub proprietatea si controlul
companiei (clientului).

— laaS (Infrastructure as a Service) este un model ce
ofera utilizatorilor o platforma (retele, servere etc.)
pentru a rula programe software (aplicatii, sisteme
de operare etc.) gestionate intern de companie.
Astfel, clientul are control asupra aplicatiilor si a
sistemului de operare, in timp ce furnizorul de
servicii gestioneaza si controleaza infrastructura
(reteaua, serverele etc.).

Cu toate acestea, lista nu este exhaustiva, intrucat noi
tipuri de servicii sunt dezvoltate cu timpul. Spre
exemplu, Security as a Service sau Risk Assessment as
a Service castiga tot mai mult teren pentru utilizatorii
tehnologiei cloud computing.

In functie de preferintele companiei in ceea ce priveste
costurile si partajarea resurselor, urmatoarele tipuri de
cloud pot fi utilizate (Y. Brar et al, 2014):

— Public cloud — este utilizat prin partajarea resurselor
tehnologice cu alti utilizatori/alte companii. De cele
mai multe ori, utilizatorii nu stiu cu cine impart
resursele, aspect gestionat de furnizorul de servici.

—  Community cloud — este reprezentat de un grup de
utilizatori/companii ce creeaza o ,comunitate”
pentru a imparti nu numai resursele tehnologice, Ci
si aceleasi interese, politici, cerinte de securitate
etc.

—  Private cloud — este un model de cloud dedicat unui
singur utilizator/unei singure comparnii.

— Hybrid cloud - este rezultatul combinarii
caracteristicilor a doud sau mai multe modele de
cloud (public, community, private).

Cu toate ca serviciile de cloud public prezinta cele mai
mari provocari in ceea ce priveste securitatea
informatiei, toate modelele sunt subiectul ingrijorarilor
privind riscurile rezultate din partajarea datelor si a
controlului asupra acestora cu o terta parte (W. Fan, S.
Yang, J. Pei, H. Luo, 2012).
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Tehnologia cloud computing presupune o serie de
avantaje importante, ce pot conduce catre optimizarea
proceselor, reducerea costurilor si la 0 mai buna sustinere
din partea functiei IT a strategiei de afaceri. Institutul
National de Standarde si Tehnologie (NIST) defineste teh-
nologia cloud computing ca fiind ,un model ce permite
accesul partajat, convenabil si la cerere la o retea confi-
gurabild de resurse partajate (Spre exemplu, retele, ser-
vere, stocare de date, aplicatii, servicii) ce poate fi rapid
provizionata si dezvoltata cu un efort sau o interventie
minim& din partea managementului”. Analizand definitia,
principalele avantaje ale tehnologiei cloud computing pot
fi usor identificate: serviciile la cerere, de tipul ,pay as you
go” pot conduce catre reducerea costurilor, accesul
facilitat din prisma faptului ca nu este fizic limitat, singura
conditie fiind conextiunea la internet, elasticitatea i
scalabilitatea. Totusi, aceeasi definitie poate oferi o idee
asupra principalelor provocari reprezentate de tehnologia
cloud computing. Partajarea resurselor poate cauza o
noua problema in comparatie cu modelul traditional, in
care accesul si controlul datelor se afla in totalitate Tn
mana companiei: cine este responsabil si in ce masura,
pentru stocarea, gestionarea si securitatea datelor?

Odata cu dezvoltarea tehnologica, iau nastere riscuri
specifice, necesitand proiectarea si implementarea unei
serii de controale care sa sustina securitatea informatiei
gestionate si stocate prin intermediul tehnologiei cloud
computing (S. Pearson si G. Yee, 2012; S. Ahman et al,
2012), iar auditurile trebuie de asemenea adaptate
cerintelor de securitate si particularitatilor mediului cloud.

Desi conform Eurostat, la finalul anului 2014 Romania
se situa pe ultimul loc in ceea ce priveste utilizarea
serviciilor cloud computing (mai putin de 10% dintre
companiile romanesti), concepte precum cloud
computing, cloud accounting sau mobile accounting s
fac tot mai des aparitia intre subiectele de actualitate ale
literaturii de specialitate si media, devenind in acelasi
timp o realitate cotidiana pentru tot mai multe companii.

In acelasi sens, Ministerul pentru Societatea
Informationala (MSI) a elaborat Agenda Digitalé pentru
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Romania, sub obiectivele principale ale dezvoltarii
competitivitatii mediului de afaceri roménesc, cresterii
eficientei sectorului public si reducerii excluziunii sociale.
Actualizata in iulie 2014, Agenda Digitala pentru
Romania prevede o investitie pentru cloud computing i
retele sociale media pentru orizontul de timp 2014-2020
de 3% din Programul Operational, echivalentul a 30
milioane euro. Obiectivele MSI au in vedere adoptarea
tehnologiei cloud computing pentru sprijinirea activitatii
sectorului public si imbunétatirea serviciilor aduse
cetatenilor, directia strategica fiind aceea a alinierii cu
tendintele dezvoltate la nivelul Uniunii Europene.

in paralel, organizatii si asociatii nationale (RoCloud,
EuroCloud etc.) organizeaza in permanenta evenimente
destinate cregterii nivelului de cunoastere din partea
companiilor a serviciilor cloud si potentialelor avantaje
prezentate de acestea; drept urmare, tot mai multe
entitati au in vedere, fie din cerinte pornite de la nivel de
grup (societatea-mama), fie din proprie initiativa,
migrarea proceselor operationale si/sau de suport catre
tehnologia cloud computing.

Tn acest context, apare problema necesitatii adaptarii
normelor, standardelor si metodologiilor de audit la
dezvoltarea tehnologica, cresterea dinamicii mediului IT
si riscurile specifice noilor tendinte in materie de
tehnologie.

Studiul prezinta o analiza a discrepantei dintre
dezvoltarea tehnologica rapida si standardele si
legislatia menite s& ofere suport. Pornind de la analiza
standardelor internationale, a cadrelor generale si a
normelor legislative, studiul incearca sa evalueze gradul
de acoperire de catre acestea a riscurilor si
amenintarilor specifice ultimelor tendinte in materie de
tehnologie utilizate de companii.

Cercetarea este bazata pe revizuirea literaturii de
specialitate si a prevederilor principalelor standarde si
legislatii internationale, precum i pe analiza empirica a
proceselor operationale ale companiilor, proiectate sub
influenta si suportul tehnologiei. Bazat pe experienta
profesionald la nivel international a autorilor, precum si
pe informatiile publice privind modul in care companiile
aleg sa diminueze riscurile IT la un nivel acceptabil,
studiul contureaza discrepanta dintre evolutia
tehnologica si seturile de standarde si legi ce stau la
baza securitatii informatiilor astfel gestionate.
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Auditul securitatii informatiei poate fi prezentat in diverse
forme, procedurile de audit putand varia in functie de
scopul (limitarea) acestuia. Misiunile de audit cuprind un
set de proceduri ce au ca obiectiv oferirea unei
,asigurari rezonabile” asupra scopului auditului (spre
exemplu, a situatiilor financiare, a proceselor bazate pe
utilizarea sistemelor informatice etc.) (L. Rittenberg, K.
Johnstone, A. Gramling, 2011).

Scopul auditului poate varia de la 0 companie la alta, de
la 0 misiune de audit la alta. Spre exemplu, 0 misiune de
audit poate oferi un nivel general de asigurare asupra
controalelor partajate cu furnizorii de servicii pentru a
acoperi ingrijorarile cu privire la securitatea informatiei,
in contextul Tn care datele partajate cu furnizorul de
servicii sunt limitate si nu sunt critice. Alte cazuri pot
necesita un grad al profunzimii mult mai ridicat pentru a
oferi probe de audit suficiente si relevante. Un astfel de
exemplu poate fi reprezentat de companiile care au
migrat mare parte a proceselor operationale si de suport
catre tehnologia cloud computing si care necesita,
astfel, un nivel mai detaliat al procedurilor pentru a
evalua riscurile si controalele menite sa asigure
confidentialitatea, integritatea si disponibilitatea
informatiilor.

Conceptul de information assurance a fost definit la un
nivel general de D. Hermann ca fiind ,0 disciplina
inginereascd menita s& ofere o infelegere si o abordare
sistematica asupra modului in care sisteme individuale
automate si combinatii dinamice ale acestora
interactioneaza si utilizeaza functionalitatile proiectate,
nici mai mult nici mai putin, intr-un mod eficace, fiabil si
sigur prin intermediul mediului/mediilor operationale
dedicate”.

In 2002, Sarbanes-Oxely Act (SOX) a schimbat perspec-
tiva asupra auditului, controlului si responsabilitatii
asupra informatiilor. Prevederile actului privind auditul IT
asupra sistemelor, datelor si proceselor implicate direct
sau indirect in pregétirea si prezentarea situatiilor
financiare impart controalele in doua categorii principale:

— Controale IT generale — concentrate pe asertiunea
generala ca programele, procesele si controalele
sunt proiectate si functioneaza intr-un mod eficace
si sigur pentru a sustine gestionarea informatiei
financiar-contabile;
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— Controale de aplicatie (specifice) — concentrate pe
controale specifice (spre exemplu, validari si
verificari automate etc.) implementate in cadrul
aplicatiilor menite s& proceseze, sa transmita sau
sa raporteze informatiile financiare.

Odata cu evolutia tehnologica spre cloud computing, noi
riscuri specifice au luat nastere (Y. Chen, V. Paxson, R.
H. Kats, 2010; L. Vaquero, L. Rodero-Merino, D. Moran,
2011). Principalele ingrijorari rezulta din partajarea
accesului si controlului asupra datelor cu furnizorul de
servicii, aspectele legale (problema conformitatii atunci
cand datele sunt stocate pe teritoriul altei téri, regiuni
sau al altui continent), inlocuirea retelei fizice cu medii
virtuale (accesibile via internet) etc.

Exista, astfel, o serie de aspecte suplimentare pe care
auditul trebuie sa le aiba in vedere atunci cand este
vorba de servicii cloud computing. O serie de standarde,
legi si cadre generale au fost proiectate pentru a sustine
auditul IT din aceasta perspectiva.

Cea mai buna dovada a acestor aspecte este
reprezentata, probabil, de principalele diferente dintre
tehnologia cloud computing si modelul traditional. Spre
exemplu, in modelul traditional, auditul IT are scopul de
a prezenta o imagine a mediului IT la momentul
respectiv, ceea ce poate fi suficient pentru un mediu
unde modificarile critice nu sunt foarte frecvente. Totusi,
atunci cand intra in discutie dinamica specifica
tehnologiei cloud computing, limitarea auditului IT la un
,shapshot” nu mai este suficienta pentru a servi scopului
si se poate dovedi insuficienta pentru a reflecta
realitatea. Mai mult, controalele proiectate pentru a
asigura un nivel de securitate acceptabil in modelul
traditional se poate dovedi insuficient sau nepotrivit in
cazul tehnologiei cloud computing. De aceea, auditul IT
axat pe tehnologia cloud computing trebuie sa fie bazat
pe riscurile specifice acesteia si sa se concentreze, prin
urmare, pe controalele aferente.

Cu timpul, diverse standarde, legi si cadre generale au
fost dezvoltate pentru a sustine, pe de o parte, proiec-
tarea si implementarea controalelor si proceselor privind
managementul informatiei, guvernanta IT si securitatea
informatiei in cloud si, pe de alta parte, particularitatile
reprezentate de auditul tehnologiei cloud computing.

Sectiunea ce urmeaza prezinta principalele standarde si
cadre legislative menite s& sustina securitatea, controlul
si auditul asa cum sunt gestionate prin intermediul
tehnologiei cloud computing.
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Securitatea informatiei si confidentialitatea datelor
reprezinta o problema universala, adresata prin diferite
perspective, de la legi $i norme pana la standarde si
cadre generale. Aceasta sectiune prezinta principalele
standarde, cadre generale si legislative ce guverneaza

securitatea informatiei i protejarea datelor confidentiale.

ITIL, sau Information Technology Infrastructure Library,
cuprinde un set de practici in ceea ce priveste serviciile
IT, aplicabile si tehnologiei cloud computing.

I1SO 20000, ISO 27001, ISO 27001 ofera indrumare la
nivel international cu privire la managementul functiei IT,
inclusiv Tn ceea ce priveste controale de securitate ce
pot fi implementate de companii.

ISO 27017, I1SO 27018 reprezinta un nou set de
standarde aflate in dezvoltare pentru a complementa
prevederile ISO/IEC 27002 si ale altor standarde
ISO27k, cu scopul de a oferi indrumare internationala in
ceea ce priveste securitatea informatiilor gestionate prin
intermediul tehnologiei cloud computing.

CobiT este un cadru general dezvoltat de ISACA, menit
sa sustina guvernanta si managementul functiei IT in
vederea alinierii cu procesele si strategia de afaceri a
companiei.

SSAE 16 este un standard de audit ce se axeaza pe
controale de securitate in ceea ce priveste operatiunile
financiar-contabile.

Payment Card Industry (PCI) Data Security Standard
(DSS) este o certificare de securitate utila entitatilor ce
utilizeaza tranzacfii (plati) prin intermediul internetului.

CloudAudit A5 (Automated Audit, Assertion,
Assessment and Assurance API) ofera o interfata
comuna pentru furnizorii i utilizatorii de servicii cloud,
sustinand standardizarea proceselor de auditare i
evaluare a riscurilor si controalelor. Totodata, interfetele
standardizate ofera o transparenta crescuta, precum si
garantia interoperabilitatii in vederea evitarii situatiilor
problematice privind schimbarea furnizorului.

CSA (Cloud Security Alliance) a elaborat Cloud
Control Matrix, ce cuprinde un set de controale de
securitate ce pot fi implementate pentru a diminua
riscurile IT specifice tehnologiei cloud computing, axate
pe: conformitate, guvernantd, securitatea informatiei,
resurse umane, aspecte legislative, managementul
riscului, managementul operatiunilor, managementul
modificarilor si a incidentelor, precum si infrastructura.
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Cadrul general are menirea de a oferi indrumare in ceea
ce priveste evaluarea riscurilor pe baza definirii
atributelor de audit, precum si clasificarea modelelor de
servicii cloud si a componentelor de infrastructura pe
fiecare atribut.

The National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) a elaborat, sub Guidelines of Security and
Privacy in Public Cloud Computing, un set de practici si
aspecte esential a fi avute in vedere de utilizatorii
tehnologiei cloud computing.

The European Network and Information Security
Agency (ENISA) a elaborat un ghid bazat pe metoda
chestionarelor, Cloud Computing Security Risk
Assessment, cu scopul de a permite evaluarea riscurilor
IT.

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) ofera un set de standarde sub Guide for Cloud
Portability and Interoperability Profiles, axat pe
interoperabilitatea dintre furnizorii de servicii cloud.

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPPA) descrie politicile pe care furnizorii de servicii
cloud ar trebui sa le ia in considerare, fara insa a
prevedea controale i cerinte de securitate.

Cadrele legislative la nivel national se aplica
managementului si stocarii datelor, concentrandu-se in
special pe informatiile clasificate ca fiind confidentiale.

Studiul subliniaz existenta unei discrepante intre
evolutia rapida a tehnologiei si incercarea standardelor
si a cadrelor legislative de a tine pasul. In 2012,
compania DLA Piper Law a realizat un studiu comparativ
al celor doua perspective (cea tehnologica, respectiv
cea legislativa), concluzionand faptul ca legile menite sa
sustina dezvoltarea si utilizarea tehnologiei cloud
computing nu reusesc sa tind pasul cu dezvoltarea
tehnologica extrem de rapida.

Odata cu utilizarea tehnologiei cloud computing si a
aplicatiilor accesate prin intermediul internetului, o alta
problema apare in discutie: limitarea geografica a
legislatiilor nationale, in comparatie cu gestionarea i
partajarea datelor la nivel international, fara granite.
Spre exemplu, 0 companie ce opereaza in Romania i
utilizeaza aplicatii bazate pe tehnologia cloud computing
poate avea datele astfel gestionate stocate fizic pe
servere aflate intr-o alta tard, regiune sau chiar alt
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continent. Problema astfel aparuta este: cum se poate
asigura respectarea conformitatii legislative, avand in
vedere faptul ca legislatiile nationale pot avea prevederi
diferite, pornind de la definirea conceptului de ,infor-
matie confidentiald” i pana la prevederi privind perioada
de pastrare/arhivare a datelor, auditul sau alte cerinte?

Totodata, a fost demonstrat in numeroase randuri faptul
ca entitati certificate sau aflate in conformitate cu unele
dintre standardele mentionate anterior au prezentat
vulnerabilitati si brese de securitate in ceea ce priveste
confidentialitatea, integritatea si disponibilitatea
informatiei. Un exemplu elocvent este reprezentat de
compania Amazon, care a fost victima unor incidente
serioase in ultimii ani, desi era certificatda SAS 70
(prezentul SSAE16). Un alt exemplu il poate reprezenta
faptul ca standardul PCI, desi se axeaza pe informatii
transmise prin intermediul internetului, nu prevede in
mod explicit criptarea datelor. Alte numeroase astfel de
exemple ilustreaza faptul ca standardele si cadrele
generale nu sunt intotdeauna suficiente pentru a acoperi
riscurile si vulnerabilitatile IT.

Aceasta discrepanta poate fi unul dintre motivele care
stau la baza crearii unui nou model de servicii cloud:
Security as a Service (SecaaS), dezvoltat de CSA sub
un set de standarde internationale cu scopul de a
sustine ,prevederi privind serviciile si securitatea prin
intermediul tehnologiei cloud computing, atat pentru
infrastructura si programele software bazate pe cloud,
cét si pentru sistemele gestionate de companiile ce
utilizeaza aceste servicii in calitate de clienti” (CSA,
2011).

In prezent, standardele internationale cauta sa se axeze
tot mai mult, si in profunzime, asupra prevederilor i
celor mai bune practici specifice tehnologiei cloud
computing, in vederea asigurarii nivelului potrivit de
securitate in ceea ce priveste managementul accesului,
prevenirea pierderii de date, securitatea asupra
internetului si e-mailului, auditul si evaluarea riscurilor Si
a controalelor de securitate, managementul incidentelor
de securitate, criptarea si securitatea retelelor,
continuitatea activitatii si recuperarea datelor in caz de
dezastru etc. Cu toate acestea, elaborarea unor astfel
de standarde, suficient de detaliate pentru a acoperi
toate particularitatile tehnologiei cloud computing, dar
suficient de flexibile pentru a putea fi aplicabile tuturor
companiilor (indiferent de dimensiunea, sectorul de
activitate si pozitia geografica a acestora) si furnizorilor
de servicii (indiferent de modelul de servicii oferit),

Nr. 5(125)/2015

necesita timp si resurse si dureaza, in mod normal, ani
intregi pentru a atinge un nivel acceptabil al increderii.

Scopul oricarui audit este acela de a oferi o asigurare
rezonabild echipei de audit, companiei sau publicului. In
contextul evolutiei tehnologice continue si extrem de
rapide, riscurile si controalele aferente sunt de
asemenea subiectul unei schimbari permanente. De
aceea, autorii considera ca standardele, normele si
metodologiile de audit trebuie s fie in permanenta
adaptate particularitatilor tehnologiei, companiilor §i
mediului de risc, pentru a putea identifica si evalua
corect riscurile si controalele aferente.

Tn acest sens, atunci cand tehnologia cloud computing
joaca un rol important in activitatea operationala sau de
suport a entitatii, este esentiala identificarea tuturor
riscurilor pe care atat compania, cat si furnizorul de
servicii le prezinta si asigurarea proiectarii gi
implementarii controalelor potrivite pentru a reduce
riscurile la un nivel acceptabil.

Autorii considera, totodata, ca este extrem de dificil
pentru autoritatile legislative i organizatiile
internationale sa tina pasul cu progresul tehnologic
continuu i ca, dupé cum este ilustrat si de definitia
auditului, conformitatea cu standardele poate oferi doar
0 asigurare rezonabila, deci limitata, nicidecum
exhaustiva, asupra securitatii informatiei. Prin urmare,
companiile, furnizorii de servicii cloud si clientii sau alti
parteneri de afaceri ai companiei nu ar trebui sa piarda
din vedere aceasta limitare si ar trebui sa fie in
permanenta congtienti de dinamica mediului de risc in
vederea asigurarii unei intelegeri complete si corecte a
nivelului de securitate, respectiv a gradului de
confidentialitate, integritate si disponibilitate a datelor.
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Rezumat

Transparenta informatiilor financiare este o componenta
indispensabila a competitivitatii pe piata de capital.
Informatiile financiare sunt relevante dacé guvernanta
poate s& estimeze in baza celor prezente, informatii
predictive, previzionate despre perenitatea acelei
entitéti. Previziunile trebuie atinse, astfel incat sa se
confirme. Obiectivul lucrarii este de a demonstra cum
poate guvernanta sa se apropie foarte mult de prezumtia
continuitétii si sa anticipeze cu mult inainte riscul de
faliment, pe fondul unei bune guvernante corporative.
Suportul teoretico-gtiintific al lucrérii il constituie
cercetérile privind necesitatea continuitaii activitatii,
element al guvernantei corporative si implicit al
managementului riscului. Pentru realizarea cercetérii s-a
efectuat o informare si documentare pe baza literaturii
de specialitate si din evolutiile realitétii economice
roménesti. Pornind de la evolutia sectorului agricol si
riscul mentinerii/dezvoltérii unei afaceri in devenire se
urmdreste o veriga agricola, pentru a descoperi
rezervele interne ce trebuie fructificate pentru a indeplini
Si respecta ,principiul continuitétii’, esenta unei afaceri
eficiente economic, social — triada dezvoltdrii durabile.
Pentru atingerea obiectivului propus, s-a utilizat o
metodologie de cercetare fundamentala in
caracterizarea riscului — element cheie pentru
indeplinirea scopului guvernantei corporative.

Cuvinte-cheie: predictiv, transparenta informationald,
continuitatea activitatii, risc financiar, risc de faliment,
guvernanta corporativa, cod de guvernanta

Clasificare JEL: M41, M42, M49
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Guvernanta corporativa desemneaza un ansamblu de
elemente de control care actioneaza impreuna pentru a
stabili relatia dintre toti cei care au un interes in
companie (actionari, management, salariati, clienti,
furnizori, statul), numiti si stakeholders, cu scopul de a
creste performanta companiei.

Termenul de guvernanta corporativa constituie un
ansamblu de reguli prin care o corporatie este condusa
si controlata, altfel spus — este actorul principal in cadrul
companiei, stabilind ,regulile jocului”.

Scopul demersului nostru stiintific este acela de a pune
in valoare rolul, importanta si utilitatea codului de
guvernanta, ca pilon de baza in viata corporativa a unei
companii, guvernanta sustinuta de conventiile contabile,
ce trebuie sa asigure transparenta informationala,
caracteristica calitativa a situatiilor financiare, care
confera acestora plusul de valoare util in prezentarea
entitatii pe piata de capital. Continuitatea afacerii
agricole este asigurata prin eliminarea riscurilor,
impunandu-se astfel implicarea guvernantei ce are la
baza un cod de guvernanta corporativa considerat reper
de conduita in afaceri.

Guvernanta corporativa a aparut ca un raspuns la
esecurile spectaculoase din domeniul privat. intr-un timp
relativ scurt, aceste esecuri au zguduit, prin amploarea
lor, increderea investitorilor in modul cum erau conduse
companiile.

Tn anul 1992, in Marea Britanie, Sir Adrian Cadbury, fiind
preocupat de cercetarea cauzelor comune ale esecurilor
corporatiilor din sistemul privat, a elaborat RAPORTUL
CADBURY.

Din raport a reiesit ca falimentele corporatiilor au fost
determinate de problemele majore ale organizarii si
functionarii sistemului de control intern. Aceste probleme
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se afla in competenta conducerii de varf. Managementul
general nu numai ca nu a reusit sa evite catastrofele
produse, dar, in unele situatii, chiar a reprezentat sursa
acestor esecuri.

Ulterior, au aparut si alte rapoarte care au confirmat
spusele lui Cadbury, contribuind astfel la construirea de
reguli si coduri practice in toate domeniile.

Principiile si codurile guvernantei corporative au fost
dezvoltate si completate de OECD si Banca Mondiala,
care s-au implicat in acest proces.

Principiile OECD au constituit punct de referinta la
realizarea codurilor nationale privind guvernanta
corporativa. In primul rand, aceste principii se
focalizeaza asupra societatilor tranzactionate public,
insa nu neglijeaza si problemele referitoare la societatile
cu actionariat mare care nu sunt listate la bursa.

Dintre codurile sau ghidurile privind guvernanta
corporativa mai putem aminti si ,Cartea Alba a
administrarii corporatiilor in Sud-Estul Europei”, Pactul
de stabilitate, Acordul Europei de Sud-Est pentru
reformd, investitii, integritate si crestere economicé, din
anul 2003.

Marcel Ghita si colab. (2009) considera ca, potrivit
Bancii Mondiale, scopul guvernantei corporative este de
a mentine echilibrul intre obiectivele economice i
sociale, intre cele comune si individuale, ceea ce
contribuie la incurajarea utilizarii eficiente a resurselor si
responsabilizarea celor care le gestioneaza. Cuvintele
cheie din definitia guvernantei corporative sunt
Lechilibru” si ,responsabilizare”.

Punctul de vedere al Bancii Mondiale corespunde cu
concluziile RAPORTULUI CADBURY, si anume: Scopul
guvernantei corporative este de a aduce cat mai
aproape interesele indivizilor, corporatiilor si societéti.

Guvernanta presupune stabilirea unei legaturi coerente
intre instrumentele managementului, pentru o conducere
eficienta i eficace, care sa-gi indeplineasca telurile
stabilite prin strategii si planuri elaborate, diminuand sau
eliminand antagonismul profitului - riscul.

Aplicand functile managementului modern si printr-o
coerentd colaborare, guvernanta presupune conducerea
prin si cu ajutorul auditului intern, al controlului intern, un
management al riscului viabil.

Principiile guvernantei corporative au fost prezentate la
modul general, tarile avand posibilitatea de a le adapta
si aplica in functie de particularitati.
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in Roménia, primul cod de guvernanta corporativa a fost
adoptat in 2001. Tot in acest an, BVB a creat, pentru
admitere la Cota Bursei, Categoria Plus (,a plusului de
transparentd”). Societatile care erau cotate la BVB
aveau posibilitatea de a promova in Categoria Plus
numai dupa ce preluau integral in actele lor constitutive
prevederile Codului de guvernanta corporativa. Tns3
acest lucru nu a avut succesul sperat. A existat o
singura societate care a solicitat promovarea in

Categoria Plus.

Tn urmatorii ani, BVB a creat Institutul de Guvernanta
Corporativa. Menirea acestuia era de a educa emitentii
cotati cu privire la promovarea unor standarde de
guvernanta corporativa adecvate. Institutul de
Guvernanta Corporativa a participat activ la
descoperirea celor mai bune practici de guvernanta
corporativa si a contribuit la adoptarea Cartei Albe a
Guvernantei Corporative in tarile din Sud-Estul Europei.

Niculae Feleaga si colab. (2011) considera ca
implementarea guvernantei corporative in Roméania nu
este lipsita de unele inconsecvente fundamentale:

> lipsa unei analize de detaliu privind raporturile intre
proprietari si manageri;

> slaba implicare a celorlalte parti participante in
procesul de luare a deciziilor;

> lipsa unui cadru conceptual pentru o piata eficienta
si implicatiile sale societale;

» implicarea discutabila a auditorilor in promovarea
guvernantei intreprinderilor;

» esecul reformelor de implementare a unui sistem
contabil in acord cu evolutiile internationale;

» slabiciunea mecanismelor de control pentru o
informare financiara sincera, relevant, fiabila,
inteligibila, comparabila si semnificativa.

In 2008, s-a adoptat un nou cod de guvernantd

corporativa, care are la baza principiile OCDE. Acest

nou cod a intrat in vigoare incepand cu anul fiscal 2009.

Codul este aplicat in mod voluntar de catre societatile

tranzactionate pe piata reglementata operata de BVB.

Societatile care decid adoptarea totala sau partiala a

acestuia au obligatia sa transmita anual catre BVB o

Declaratie de conformare sau neconformare cu

prevederile codului de guvernanta corporativa

(Declaratia ,aplici sau explici”), in care se specifica

recomandari care au fost efectiv implementate, precum

si modalitatea de implementare.

Trecand in revista caracteristicile si aprecierile de mai
sus, se remarca faptul ca acest Cod de Guvernanta
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Corporativa al BVB este asemanator celor adoptate de
celelalte state membre ale Uniunii Europene si cu
recomandari noi de conformare, importante pentru
directori si pentru consiliile de administratie aflate la
conducerea societatilor romanesti.

Consideram ca prevederile codului BVB au un caracter
supletiv fata de alte acte normative din Romania,
aplicabile companiilor tranzactionate pe piata
reglementata (de exemplu, Legea societatilor
comerciale, Legea contabilitatii, Legea privind piata de
capital etc.).

Cercetarea efectuata in vederea realizarii acestui
demers, folosindu-se de o serie de instrumente
metodologice, are drept produs final atingerea
urmatoarelor obiective:

» cercetarea bibliografica privind codul de
guvernanta — produs al guvernantei corporative;

> aprofundarea suportului stiintific existent privind
continuitatea activitatii in agricultura si atingerea
scopului primordial al raportarilor financiare —
transparenta informationald;

» abordarea si fundamentarea problemelor i
proceselor cu caracter stiintific si practic care
privesc agricultura prin prezumtia principiului
continuitatii activitatii intr-o companie agricola din
Romania, cotata activ la BVB, utilizand rezultatele
cercetarilor efectuate de specialisti ca urmare a
politicilor europene in domeniu;

> rolul codului de guvernanta, introdus pentru prima
data in Marea Britanie de Adrian Cadbury, pentru
afacerea de azi si mai ales pentru cea de méine.

Tn vederea realizarii obiectivelor, avand in vedere natura

problematicii abordate, s-au folosit urmatoarele

instrumente metodologice:

» cercetarea documentara extinsa;

> cercetarea diacronica a evolutiei cunoasterii
domeniului in general i a celei stiintifice n
particular;

» cercetarea criteriilor, care sugereaza incalcarea
continuitatii activitatii agricole, folosind indicatorii
riscului economic, financiar si de faliment;
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> cercetarea comparativa pe sapte modele statistico-
financiare de predictie a riscului de faliment,
aplicata la zece firme agricole cotate;

» studiul de caz.

Pentru obtinerea unor date si informatii s-a utilizat
cercetarea documentara a studiilor cuprinse in articolele
publicate in jurnalele nationale i internationale din
domeniu, a unor specialisti care au realizat studii.

Caracteristicile agriculturii romanesti sunt definitorii si
pentru entitatea agricola studiata, entitate ce este cotata
activ la Bursa de Valori Bucuresti. Compania este unul
dintre principalii producatori de cereale si plante tehnice
din Romania. In prezent, sectorul de activitate agro-
industriala are urmatoarea structura: sectorul productiei
vegetale si animale, sectorul conditionare-depozitare,
sectorul industriei alimentare.

Prezumtia de continuitate a activitatii entitatii analizate
depinde de unele criterii, grupate conform Standardului
International de Audit 570 ,Principiul continuitatii
activitatii’, dar si conform literaturii de specialitate
straine, astfel: criterii de exploatare, criterii financiare si
alte indicii. (Manual de Reglementari Internationale de
Control al calitatii, Audit, Revizuire, Alte Servicii de
Asigurare si Servicii Conexe, 2013)

. Criteriile de exploatare ale entitatii, ce sugereaza
neincalcarea principiului continuitatii impus de regulile
contabile si necesar in exprimarea unei opinii de catre
auditorul financiar sunt legate de permanenta imbunata-
fire a nivelului tehnic (avantajul de piata sustinut de avan-
tajul tehnic). Astfel, compania a modernizat baza de trac-
toare si masini agricole si a folosit materii prime si mate-
riale consumabile de calitate superioard, care au sustinut
obtinerea unei productii de seminte de inalta calitate
biologica.
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in decursul anilor, activitatea entitétii este recunoscuta si
vizibild in mediul de afaceri, aceasta fiind inclusa intre
primele companii in topul national al firmelor la categoria
intreprinderilor mari din agricultura si silvicultura.

II. Criterii financiare care au asigurat continuitatea
activitatii:

Compania a demarat proiecte cu atragere de fonduri
structurale, Tn sensul politicii de coeziune a Uniunii
Europene si dezvoltarii spatiului comunitar din zonele in
care activeaza.

Investitiile facute prin astfel de proiecte cu cofinantare
europeand, care se deruleaza in prezent, sunt: Infiintare
combinat de vinificatie — depus in 2008, in derulare, in
valoare de 4 milioane euro, cu contract de finantare in
proportie de 50%; Infiintare depozit de cereale pentru
50.000 tone — in valoare de 4 milioane euro, in derulare,
cu contract de finantare tot de 50%; Infiintare fabrica de
ulei — in valoare totala de 20.361.845 euro, din care
eligibil 5.999.952 euro.

Materiile prime (alternative) folosite vor fi floarea-
soarelui, soia si rapita, iar capacitatile de procesare
vor fi urmatoarele: floarea soarelui — 450 T/zi;

soia — 750 T/zi; rapita — 500 T/zi.

Produsele finite obtinute in urma procesarii sunt: ulei
brut, degumat: floarea soarelui — 185 T/zi; soia — 138
T/zi; rapita — 209 T/zi si srot — furaj: floarea soarelui -
160 T/zi cu continut proteic de 40%; soia — 525 T/zi cu
continut proteic de 49%; rapita — 307 T/zi

Fabrica este prevazuta cu instalatie cu procesare
continud, inclusiv degumare, peletizare si sectie de
filtrare si fara ape reziduale in timpul perioadei de
functionare normala.

Investitiile Tn agricultura si zootehnie: 4 ferme vegetale
in valoare de 8 milioane euro, cu sprijin in proportie de
50%; o plantatie pomicola in valoare de 1,5 milioane
euro, cu sprijin in procent de 50%; o pepiniera de arbusti
ornamentali in valoare de 2 milioane euro; 2 ferme de
capre de lapte in valoare de 4 milioane euro, cu sprijin
de 50%; o moara de cereale in valoare de 4 milioane
euro; un depozit de cereale de 100.000 de tone in
valoare de 6 milioane euro; o fabrica de nutreturi
concentrate in valoare de 5 milioane euro; o fabrica de
nutreturi combinate n valoare de 3,8 milioane euro, cu
sprijin de 50% din valoarea investitiei.

In formularea unei opinii rezonabile, fundamentaté pe
baza unor probe adecvate si suficiente, auditorul, pentru
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a demonstra aplicarea si respectarea principiului analizate, pentru perioada 2011-2013. Din calculul
continuitatii, se poate folosi i de analiza riscului amplitudinii s-a obtinut o caracteristica a riscului de
economic. Demersul pe care se bazeaza o astfel de exploatare reprezentatd in Figurile 1 si 2.

analiza a fost aplicat datelor entitatii agricole

Figura 1. Indicatorii riscului economic ‘
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Figura 2. Indicatorii riscului economic
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Sursa: Calculat de autori, pe baza datelor prezentate in Figura 1

Printre factorii economici ce au participat la formarea si
modificarea riscului economic amintim cifra de afaceri.
Desi cifra de afaceri a avut un trend descendent,
pierzand 7% fata de anul 2013, situatia nu este
nefavorabild, in conditiile in care pretul la cereale a
scézut pe fondul cresterii volumului productiei.

imbunatatirea amplitudinii intre 2011-2013 se datoreaza
diminuarii costurilor variabile, obtinuta in conditiile unor
investitii tehnice sustinute, ce au contribuit la cregterea
afacerii in conditii de eficienta economica.

Pentru diminuarea efectelor riscului de exploatare,
conducerea intreprinderii se poate orienta spre
fructificarea rezervelor interne pe linia costurilor, ce
ofera avantaj in raport cu concurenta.

Pentru o imagine completa asupra riscului de
functionare al entitatii agricole, analiza trebuie
completata si cu analiza riscului financiar, care
intereseaza actionarii si creantierii, deoarece are efecte
directe asupra structurii financiare a intreprinderii.

Pe fondul crizei economice, levierul financiar are o
dinamica descrescatoare deoarece managementul
societatii, pentru a mentine utilizarea averii in conditii de
eficienta a apelat pentru investitii la credite si fonduri
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europene pentru a-si pune in aplicare masurile
strategice si tactice de care a avut nevoie entitatea
pentru a atenua impactul crizei globale i a face fata
schimbarii economice (Figura 3).

Managerii entitatii agricole au inteles nevoia de
schimbare si au cautat, prin urmarirea permanenta a
riscului functiondrii, sa stabileasca cauzele si efectele
dinamicii acestuia, iar modalitatea de diminuare a
cauzelor crizei economice a fost prin orientarea
resurselor proprii $i atrase spre investitia tehnica.

In fata schimbarii managerii oricarei companii pot alege,
pentru realizarea obiectivelor propuse in legatura cu
schimbarea, din urmatoarele patru categorii: 1-schimbari
structurale in natura sarcinilor, in relatiile organizatorice,
in componentele structurii; 2-schimbari in motivatia si
nivelul de pregétire al personalului; 3-schimbari
tehnologice; 4-schimbari in stilul de management
(Androniceanu, 1998).

Aspectele mentionate isi regasesc valentele in practica,
deoarece am constatat ca entitatea agricola a abordat
schimbari structurale, schimbari tehnologice si schimbari
in pregatirea si dezvoltarea profesionala a personalului
ale caror efecte cuantificabile si necuantificabile trebuie
analizate indeaproape si in urmatorii ani.
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Figura 3. Impactul levierului financiar asupra riscului
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Riscul financiar impreuna cu riscul economic pot genera
incapacitatea de plata a entitatii economice care, odata
permanentizata, creeaza risc de faliment.

Vom prezenta in continuare cele mai importante aspecte
ce caracterizeaza riscul de faliment. Acesta poate fi
cercetat utilizand diverse tipuri de analiza (analiza
lichiditate-exigibilitate, analiza functionald, analiza
dinamica), cunoscute sub denumirea de metode
traditionale, dar $i metode moderne sau modele
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statistico-financiare, in cadrul carora regasim modelul E.
Altman, Modelul Conan&Holder, Modelul Centralei
Bilanturilor din Banca Frantei, Modelul Creditului
Comercial Francez, Metoda "credit-man” sau "security-
analysis", Modelul B - Bailesteanu si Modelul A - lon
Anghel.

Desi functiile scor prezentate nu se adreseaza activitatii
agricole, prin calculele urmatoare se incearca a se

determina daca functiile converg catre aceeasi zona de
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risc i daca exista functii, din cele avute in vedere, care Rezultatele obtinute dupa aplicarea modelelor aratate pe
se indeparteaza ca rezultat al aprecierii riscului de exemplul entitétii noastre sunt prezentate in Figura 4.
faliment din zona detectata de restul functiilor.

Figura 4. Concentrarea si dispersia riscului de faliment in functie de sapte metode statistico-financiare
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Indiciile prezentate, cu efecte asupra continuitatii
activitatii afacerilor agricole, in general, si in particular in
cazul entitatii analizate, au menirea de a surprinde
aspectele ce trebuie valorificate, respectiv eliminate
pentru ca agricultura din Romania sa fie una
sustenabild, care se inscrie in rigorile contabilitatii -
conventiei continuitatii.

Criteriile de exploatare, financiare si nu numai detaliate
mai sus, furnizeaza informatia transparenta ca afacerile
agricole trebuie sa capete valentele unor initiative de
talie mare, pentru a fructifica avantajele acestora si a
elimina punctele slabe ale entitétilor agricole de subzis-
tentd. Odata transformate in afaceri agricole mari, suste-
nabile, durabile, jucatorii sociali si normalizarea impun
trecerea la 0 noud etapa, cea a guvernantei
organizatiilor.

Entitatea analizata este unul dintre jucatorii mari de pe
piata agricola ce isi are actiunile cotate la bursa si, in
aceste conditii, recunoaste tacit valentele codului de
guvernanta. Relevant pentru managementul acesteia ar
fi s& recunoasca si sa aplice valentele principiilor codului
de guvernanta si rolul auditului intern in atenuarea i
eliminarea riscului.

In evaluarea transparentei informationale, auditorul trece
in revista toate criteriile mai sus prezentate, care vin sa
intareascd ideea de continuitate a activitatii entitatii.
Astfel, principiile contabile, respectarea acestora in
intocmirea si prezentarea situatiilor financiare de catre

managementul entitatii, transparenta informationala a
acestora este, prin aceeasi logica, certificata rezonabil si
de catre auditor.

Cu interese si pozitii divergente, managerii, auditorii si
restul utilizatorilor de informatii financiare, bazandu-se
pe sisteme diferite, conventii si practici contabile,
controlul intern, audit, se concentreaza spre acelasi
produs — situatiile financiare si cerinta fata de acestea -
transparenta informationald. Transparenta
informationala trebuie sa fie transpusa cu aceeasi
masura, astfel incat sa armonizeze divergentele interese
ale receptorilor de informatii, ce trebuie sa fie nu numai
cantitative, cat mai ales calitative.

Literatura de specialitate atribuie Modelului Altman,
foarte utilizat in practica financiara si aplicabil in special
firmelor cotate la bursa cu o arie de acoperire in mai
multe domenii de activitate, o acuratete de clasificare de
peste 70%. Mai mult, este considerata prima functie-
scor care a permis anticiparea a 75% dintre falimente cu
doi ani naintea producerii lor. Prin cercetarea
prezentata s-a demonstrat ca modelul Altman este viabil
si pentru domeniul agricol. In acest sens, am continuat
cercetarea prin aplicarea modelului Altman si la alte
zece firme cotate activ la BVB din domeniul agricol.
Selectia s-a realizat in functie de domeniul de activitate
(CAEN), respectiv agricultura, silvicultura si pescuit.
Pentru perioada 2011-2013, situatia se prezinta conform
Figurii 5.

Figura 5. Dinamica procentuala a firmelor in cadrul zonelor de risc ale modelului Altman,

in perioada 2011-2013
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In urma celor analizate pentru perioada 2011-2013,
constatam ca entitatile agricole supuse studiului se
situeaza in proportie de 60% intr-o zona de faliment intr-
un an de zile, urmata de o proportie de 10% aferenta
unei zone cu risc mare de faliment si 10 % — intr-o zona
cu risc mic de faliment, situatii nu tocmai favorabile
pentru agricultura romaneasca. Intalnim, totusi, si o
proportie de 20% aferenta zonei lipsite de amenintarea
falimentului. Cresterea/scaderea valorii functiei-scor
trebuie sa determine managementul entitatilor agricole
sa descopere zonele sensibile si, mai mult, sa-si
exprime un punct de vedere cu privire la relevanta
modelului. Exista posibilitatea ca firma sa aiba rezultate
financiare bune, insd modelul de predictie a riscului de
faliment aplicat s& nu reflecte corect starea firmei, prin
urmare nu are semnificatie.

Guvernarea corporativa se bazeaza pe strategia
organizatiei si pe cheltuielile pe care le implica, dar si pe
incercarile de a clarifica relatia dintre diversii participanti
la determinarea conducerii si functionarii corporatiilor.

Dintre principiile aplicabile de guvernanta corporativa pe
care entitatile agricole ar trebui sa le aplice in gestiunea

riscului care sa le confere si 0 mai buna protejare in fata

acestuia gi astfel continuitatea activitatii, recomandam:

> utilizarea pe scara larga a directorilor non-executivi
(Codul Adrian Cadbury);

> revizuirea anuala a sistemelor de control (Raportul
Nigel Turnbull);

» adoptarea transanta a principiului ,conformeaza-te
sau explica” (Legea Sarbanes-Oxley);

> recunoasterea i utilizarea rezultatelor activitatii de
audit intern.

Trecerea de la formal la fond in aplicarea unei
guvernante corporative este momentul in care afacerea
din Romania trece intr-o0 noua etapa — aceea de afacere
responsabila, transparenta, care sa creeze premisa unei
increderi sporite in mediul de afaceri, pe linia investitiei
si implicit o piata bursiera prolifica.
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Abstract

Auditor’s investigations in missions of audit of the
financial statements are planned according to
professional standards and reference guides. An
essential step in planning is to establish the audit risk by
evaluating its components: inherent risk, control risk and
detection risk. This involves the application of an audlit
risk model in order to highlights the criteria for assessing
these risks and interdependencies between them.

The specialized literature brings into forefront, regarding
the components of a model of risk, other risks, such as:
business risk, the risk of the audit engagement and the
significant risks.

All these aspects are the subject of the present study,
which was based on professional standards and
guidelines in the field, and on several reference works
from specialized literature.

The study concludes that auditors cannot achieve the
objective of an audit mission of financial statements and
of assurance, if it does not elaborate or does not involve
an audit risk model, if they do not know the evaluation
criteria of the components of this model, seeing the
relationship between them and if they do not identify a
typology and assess other risks, that support
understanding the entity and the audit risk.

Keywords: risk audit model, inherent risk, control risk,
detection risk, business risk

JEL Classification: M42
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The assurance missions that are carried by auditors
entails the establishment of a level of risk they are willing
to accept, with reference to the minimum size of errors
from the financial or nonfinancial information on which they
issue the assurance. In the case of the audit of the
financial statement the level of this risk, called audit risk or
acceptable audit risk, refers to the maximum allowable
size of significant distortions included in the financial
statements.

To establish the audit risk it is used as a reference base
a model containing several categories of risks, which the
auditor should evaluate according to certain criteria.
Based on these assessments, the auditor approach
reduces the audit risk to an acceptable level in the
circumstances of the audit mission.

Because the auditing standards and the professional
guidelines do not explicitly show the audit risk model and
the relationships between its components, it is
considered necessary to bring into the attention of the
auditors several benchmarks, because managing this
model supports the establishment of an essential item of
the audit mission: the degree of assurance that the
auditor should obtain through his procedures.

Auditors, largely involved in implementing audit
procedures provided by the professional guide, can pass
by or rarely appeal to the conceptual references that
support the professional judgment. Therefore,

a reminder is welcomed.

There were studied the International Standards on
Auditing and other documents issued by IFAC (The
International Federation of Accountants) to find
conceptual references on audit risk and its components,
the Guide regarding a quality audit, to find if it provides
the conceptual basis of risk assessment procedures and
the determination of samples’ size, several publications
from literature in the field, both national and international
ones, to see how are presented the audit risk and the
professional judgments in this regard.

An assurance risk is the risk that the practitioner
expresses an inappropriate conclusion when information
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is materially misstated. This is the definition given by the
International General Framework for Assurance
Engagements. According to this definition, International
Standard ton Auditing ISA 200 Overall Objectives of the
Independent Auditor and the Conduct of an Audit in
Accordance With International Standards on Auditing
states that audit risk is the risk that the auditor
expresses an inappropriate opinion when the financial
statements are materially misstated'.

Audit risk combines the risk of material misstatement,
due to fraud or error within the financial statements, with
both the risk of failure of internal control system to detect
and correct them and with the risk that the auditor will
not detect such distortions.

Corporate failures from the United States of America
from 2002 revealed the weaknesses in audit
methodology at that moment. Consequently, it was
necessary the revision of the audit risk model used up to
that point. This, being a planning model, it is not a
miracle that would allow the auditor to determine the
fixed amount or the type of the tests to be performed.
Moreover, this model is used mainly for conceptual
purposes.

The auditor uses the audit risk model to estimate the
degree of assurance required for important (significant)
tests when it takes into account the level of audit risk
and the assessment of both inherent and control risks.

In practice, many auditors use a scheme with "high,
medium, low" for the risk allocation within the model. Not
only that it is difficult to calculate and allocate fixed
percentages, but it is difficult also to establish a formula
for it (Spector, 2007, p. 2).

The importance of the audit risk model does not result
from the risk measurement, but from the fact that it
requires the auditor to consider each component of risk
in this context and to document every decision. Initially,
the auditor determines the acceptable level of audit risk,
then the inherent risk is assessed separately for each
client management assertion and for the entity as a
whole. After this, is following the assessment of control
risk on related assertions basis. Finally, audit
procedures are realized so as that the risk of detection,

" IFAC, Manual de Reglementéri Internationale de Control al
Calitafii, Audit, Revizuire, Alte Servicii de Asigurare si
Servicii Conexe, Bucuresti, 2012, p. 78
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combined with the inherent risk and control risk, reduce
the audit risk to an acceptable level.

The existence of an audit risk model is not mentioned
explicitly in the International Standards on Auditing
(ISAs). In the standard mentioned above it is stated that
the audit risk is a function of the risks of material
misstatement and of detection risk. The risk of material
misstatement is the risk that the financial statements are
materially misstated prior to the auditor's procedures. It
has two components: the inherent risk and the control
risk that makes the above function to be expressed as:

Audit risk = f (inherent risk, control risk, detection risk)

Within The International Standards on Auditing (ISA) we
do not find other references to the existence of the audit
risk model.

The relationship between the components of audit risk is
presented in the Guide to ISAs in the audit of SMEs,
published by the International Federation of Accountants
- IFAC, within we find that the audit risk can be
presented as follows:

Audit Risk = Material Misstatement Risk x Detection
Risk

The term “detection risk” represents the translation in
Romanian. It is true that the definition of this risk refers
to the fact that the auditor will not detect the material
misstatements and should be used as the “non-detection
risk”, as it is found in the literature (eg. Danescu, 2007,
p.103). There was retained the form from the official
translation of International Standards on Auditing.

Using a simple analogy with a high jump from athletics,
in this guide it is stated that materiality should be
equivalent to the height of the bar over which should
jump the athletes, while the audit risk is equivalent to the
inherent level of difficulty of the jumping (risk of material
misstatement), combined with the additional risk of
making an error in strategy or in the execution of the
leap (detection risk)".

Within the professional guide, available to auditors from
Romania (The Guidance regarding a quality audit) there
are no references to an audit risk model.

If within the standards and guidelines we do not find,
practically, references to the existence of an audit risk

TIFAC, Ghid de utilizare a ISA-urilor in auditarea intreprinde-
rilor mici si mijlocii, CECCAR Publishing House, 2012, p. 92
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model, the literature satisfactorily completes the doctrine
on this issue.

Usually, the literature states the existence (and the
need) of an audit risk model, using the following basic
formula:

AR=IRXCRXDR
where AR = Audit risk
IR = Inherent risk
CR = Control Risc
DR = Detection risk

In other papers (Arens et al., 2012, p. 259), the model is
defined through the formula:

RDP= RAA/RIXRC
where RDP = Planned detection Risk
AAR = Acceptable Audit Risk

We observe in the literature (Soltani, 2007, p.222) an
extended model:

RA= IRXCRXDR=IRXCRXRAAP X RADT
where RAAP = Risk from applying analytical procedures
RADT = Risk from applying detailed testing

In this model the detection risk has two components:
detection risk related to analytical procedures (the risk
that material errors are not corrected by internal controls
and remain undetected by the auditor from applying
analytical procedures) and the risk arising from the
application of detailed testing (the acceptable risk level
necessary to achieve the desired overall audit risk).
Optimally, the risk of detection must be divided in two
components, being two classes of procedures that are
substantially different.

If the acceptable risk is set at the level of 5%, the level of
assurance required for the mission is 95%.

If the inherent risk was assessed at 40% and the control
risk at 60%, then:

DR=RAAP/IRXCR=0.05/04X0.6=0.05/0.24=
0.20 = 20%

This result means that, in order to meet the acceptable
audit risk, the auditor should obtain, through its
procedures for the collection and testing of evidence, an
assurance level of 80%.
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Planned detection risk is the risk that the audit
evidence to not detect the misstatements located over
the tolerable error level. This risk is dependent on other
factors in the model and it changes only if the auditor
modifies one or more factors in the model. It also
determines the amount of evidence that the auditor must
collect, which is in an inverse relationship to the level of
this risk. If the level of detection risk decreases, the
amount of evidence required increases.

The inherent risk measures the auditor's assessment
of the likelihood of material misstatement due to fraud or
error in a segment before assessing internal control. If
the auditor concludes that the probability of distortions is
high, then he considers that inherent risk is high. Internal
controls are ignored in assessing this risk, because they
will be considered separately. Inherent risk is in an
inverse relationship with risk of detection in a direct
relationship with audit evidence.

Including the inherent risk in the audit risk model is one
of the most important concepts in auditing. This involves
the obligation of the auditor to determine where there is
less or greater likelihood of existence of distortions in the
segments of the financial statements. This information
affects the amount of evidence that the auditor is
required to collect, the responsibilities allocation and the
review of the audit documentation.

The auditor assesses various factors to determine the
inherent risk and evidence to be collected, among which
the significant ones are (Arens et al., 2012, p. 266):

o the nature of the client's business;
o the results of previous audits;

e new or recurrent engagement;

o the existence of affiliated parties;
e unusual transactions;

e required reasoning for accurate recording of
transactions;

e determining the population;
o factors relating to fraudulent financial reporting;
o factors relating to misappropriation of assets.

Control risk measures the auditor's assessment
regarding the situation if the misstatements which
exceed the level of the tolerable error are prevented or
detected by the entity's internal control. If the auditor
considers that the internal control system is completely
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ineffective in the prevention or detection, the control risk
will be assessed as very high, maybe even 100%. The
situation often encountered in the missions of audit from
Romania is that in which the entities have organized a
system of internal control.

The relationship between inherent and control risk is
close. For example, an inherent risk of 60% and a 40%
risk of control have the same influence in determining
the risk of detection like the situation of an inherent risk
of 40% and 60% control risk.

Before that auditors assess control risk at a level less
than 100%, they should obtain an understanding of
internal control system to assess how it works and to
test the internal controls for effective operation.
Obtaining an understanding of internal control is
common procedure for all audits. The other two are
steps in the procedure for assessment of control risk
when the auditor wishes to reduce this risk.

The acceptable audit risk is a measure of how the
auditor is willing to accept the existence of material
misstatement in the financial statements after the audit
was completed and issued an unqualified opinion.

In the literature there is a certain risk category, which is
directly related to acceptable audit risk. In order to
decide on the appropriate acceptable audit risk, the
auditor determines the risk of the audit engagement’
(Arens et al., 2012, p. 263). This is the risk that the
auditor will suffer detriment, after the audit was
completed, even if its audit report was correct. Risk
mission has a close connection with business risk. For
example, if a client declares bankruptcy after the audit
was conducted, the probability of attracting the auditor's
legal responsibility is high, even if the audit is a high
quality one. Some auditors agree on the need to take
into account this risk in audit planning, others do not. But
those who oppose the mission risk influence on the
volume of evidence collected cannot provide opinions for
different levels of assurance. In contrast, those who
accept this idea, consider it correct that auditors collect
more audit evidence, which provide more experience
and leads to a more rigorous review of the audit,
especially when high legal exposure or other adverse
actions that may affect the auditor's existence.

1 The term "engagement” was translated in Romanian with a
double sense "engagement” and "mission”. Both terms have
the same meaning.
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When the auditors modify the sampling procedure by
taking into account the risk of the mission, this is an
evidence of control of the acceptable audit risk. Several
factors influence the risk of mission and therefore the
acceptable audit risk:

e the extent to which the external users trust the
financial statements;

¢ the probability that the client entity to have financial
difficulties after the audit report is disclosed;

o the management integrity.

Auditing standards do not expressly provide, but in
practice it is used as a reference for the acceptable audit
risk level of 5%. In literature there are typical opinions
that this risk may be between 1-2% and 10%.

In the literature (Spector, 2007, p. 2) is discussed also
the fact that the auditor is exposed to so called
"business risk". Business risk is associated with the
entity's profitability and its survival.

It is raised also the need to assess the business risk,
before the inherent and control risk assessment. The
auditor uses the knowledge gained in the stage related
to understanding of the industry and the client's
business, to assess whether or not the business will fail
in achieving the objectives. Client's business risk may
result from several factors that affect the client and its
environment, such as the significant decline of the
economy, that creates threats to client's cash flow, new
technologies, that erode the competitive advantage of its
customer or the failure to achieve its and competitors’
strategies.

An initial concern of the auditor refers to the risk of
material misstatement of the financial statements, due to
client business risk. For example, companies often use
the reorganization as acquisitions or mergers, whose
success depends on the operations of two or more
entities. If planning is not done synergistic, the value of
fixed assets and of goodwill may be impaired, affecting
the true and fair view of the financial statements. The
auditor's assessment of the business risk take into
account the industry and other external factors, the client
business strategy, the processes and other internal
factors. The auditor considers the fact that the
management control procedures mitigate the business
risk.

Business risk assessment is carried out by performing
analytical procedures. Such a procedure compares
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customer indicators with those of competitors or of the
industry, obtaining an important information on the
performance of the client company. These tests may
reveal abnormal differences compared to previous years
or with the industry average and assists the auditor in
identifying areas of high risk of distortion, which must
take into consideration during his approach.

Significant risks are the audit risks that require special
considerations (Hayes et. Al., 2005, p. 213) and refers,
generally, to the judgments and unusual transactions.
Professional judgments refer, for example, to estimates
of the fair value of the items from financial statements.
Unusual transactions are transactions that are not usual
ones, either in volume or nature and which do not
appear normally in the entity's business.

As part of the risk assessment, the auditor determines
which of the identified risks are significant and require a
special attention. This identification is important for the
way in which the auditor determines the response
procedures to assessed risks. In particular, it is
important for significant risks, in comparison with
insignificant ones, the way the auditor assesses internal
control, including relevant control procedures. As a
result, substantial procedures are applied in response to
significant risks.

Significant risks exist in most audits engagements, but
their determination is a matter of professional judgment.
In identifying these risks auditors take into account
several aspects such as:

e f the identified risk is a fraud risk;
o the likelihood that a risk will appear;

o the size of the impact of the risk on material
misstatements and its ability to cause multiple
distortions;

o whether the risk is related to recent changes in the
economy, accounting system or other changes;

o the complexity of transactions;

e whether the risk involves transactions with affiliated
parties;

o the degree of subjectivity in the measurement of
financial information;

e whether the risk involves transactions that are
outside the normal course of business or that
highlight the auditor attention in the stage of
understanding the entity and its environment.
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The conceptual and practical approaches are not limited
to the issues raised. In literature there are attempts at
establishing extensive models for audit risk assessment,
econometric models, complex models, using multiple
variables and mathematical theories (eg Fuzzy Theory).
In many studies it is delimitated a category of risk with
increasing importance: the fraud risk, which is the
subject of some procedures applied separately by the
auditor. The importance of this risk assessment in the
establishment of the audit risk, together with assessment
procedures is highlighted in the national literature (Robu,
2014, p. 176). The need to identify fraud risk and the
auditor's obligation to conduct its assessment
procedures are provided in both ISA 240 The Auditor’s
Responsibilities Relating to Fraud in an Audit of

Financial Statements and in professional guides (eg,
Guide Regarding The Use of ISA in auditing SMEs).

The issue of risk assessment in the audit of financial
statements permanently lend to discussions and
conceptual and applied approaches. It is important for
auditors to know the types of risks and to manage the
procedures by which these risks are assessed.
Furthermore, it is essential to understand the
relationship between risk categories that comprise the
audit risk model. A comprehensive approach of risks
assists the auditor to understand exactly the particular
context of the entity and to plan interventions in an
optimal way.
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Abstract

The auditing profession is undoubtedly based on ethics
and morality, on values which permit to make the ethical
decisions that are likely to inspire trust to the external
beneficiaries of an audit. Although both ethics and
morals suppose the distinction between good and bad,
the main difference between the two lies in the fact that
morals presupposes an accepted code of ethical values,
while ethics is associated with behaviour based on
personal choices. Ethics may be arranged in five classes
based on the most spread theories among which the
most established are utilitarianism ethics, deontological
ethics and virtue ethics. The inclusion of ethics within the
professional activity of auditors contributes to the
embrace of a set of moral values which guide the
cognitive process linked to the decision making in audi.
The ethical dilemmas which appear because of the
conflict between the auditors' personal interests and
their public interest which may be divergent and may be
solved through the practice of an ethical framework
meant to clarify them. Idealism and relativism assess the
inclination of harming the others and by applying these
ethical dimensions to auditors, four classes related to
personal ethics may be identified, which indicate
different visions about morality. By taking into account
these classes of ethics we proceeded with the
construction of a pattern in order to solve ethical
dilemmas. This permits to classify the type of ethical
action based on the sensitivity to universal moral values,
the proposed solution being enveloped within one of the
three classes of ethics, which are utilitarianism ethics,
virtue ethics or deontological ethics.

Keywords: ethics, ethical dilemmas, morals,
utilitarianism, deontology, virtue ethics, ethical
judgement, confidentiality
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The series of financial scandals from the beginning of
the millennium notoriously presented in the media,
together with the recent financial crisis that was
concluded with the bankruptcy of some prestigious
banks such as Lehman Brothers in the United States or
Northern Rocks in Great Britain, formed a warning signal
concerning the fact that the financial auditors need to
follow ethical norms in order to discard any reserves
regarding the profession.

The need for ethics' is confirmed as much within the
profession as among those that deal with regulation. To
this effect, the Directive 2014/56/EU brings new
resolution regarding statutory audit through the
strengthening of requirements related to the auditors'
independence and objectivity with a view to discarding
any unwanted influences likely to control the functioning
of the auditing process, as well as through the
recognition of the importance of continuing education.

Moral values described by ethical norms are requested
to be observed since the appraisal of auditors' honesty
and integrity is defined by the level of trust bestowed on
them by the whole of society. To this end, the Code of
Ethics issued by IFAC describes the five ethical
principles which are integrity, objectivity, professional
competence and due care, confidentiality and
professional behaviour. These fundamental principles
are applied in an optimal manner by the auditors in order
to identify those threats susceptible to compromise an
auditing process with a view to avoiding them. Especially
that once the suspicion of compromised ethics is
instilled, the auditors' integrity and morality are
questioned by the audits beneficiaries.

Audit is associated, through its nature, with ethics and
morality. The base of the profession is sustained rather
on a scaffold impregnated with morality than on
regulation and standards, which leaves room for
discussions related to the ethical level of its members.
Within the audit activity it is necessary that auditors take
into account the two dimensions of ethics: as much the
requirements to observe integrity and objectivity or the
profession's ethical values, as the necessity to evaluate
and respond in an adequate manner to the client's ethics
or the pertinent appreciation of the financial information

! Turlea, Eugeniu, 2010, The Need for Ethics in Financial
Audit, ,Audit Financiar’ Journal, year. 8, no. 8, pp. 5-12
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presented by the client. To this end, the auditors need to
understand very well the concept of ethics and what
ethics supposes.

1.1. Methodology and Objectives of
Research

The present article is established on the interest to
present ethics within the audit activity as the nucleus
that permits to make decisions responding to the
universal values of good and correct. The research
theme is expressed by the manner in which ethical
dilemmas may be solved in an optimal manner through
the application of a model which grants their decoding
and orients the auditors to choose the type of decision
satisfactory from an ethical point of view. To this effect,
we determined a pattern whose application has as
consequence the fact that moral impasse may be
overcome.

We have built the argumentation regarding the process
of decision making by specifying first the definition of
ethics, then we highlighted the differences between the
five types of ethics identified after the literature was
consulted and we continued by encompassing ethics
within the auditing profession. The next step was to
determine an ethical vision through associations with
idealism and relativism. Also through these ethical
dimensions we tried to find a pattern that can be applied
for the clarification of moral dilemmas in audit which may
take various forms. The aim is that the clarification is
done by using the ethical dimensions idealism and
relativism on the basis of which we defined a pattern to
elucidate moral dilemmas. The personal contribution is
to be found especially within the part dedicated to the
proposal taking the form of a model to solve ethical
dilemmas, but the personal imprint may be recognized
through the vision under which we have realized the
analysis of what ethics means especially from the
auditors' perspective and can be noticed all along the
paper. Also, the approach presents an analytical
constructivist form due to the fact that we advanced the
concepts of ethics, morals, deontology, as well as the
notion regarding ethical dilemmas, all the while arguing
that auditors need to express the engagement of
assuming the ethical values promoted by the profession.
The constructivist form of the paper may be perceived
also through the manner in which the described notions
and especially the classes of ethics (deontological
ethics, utilitarianism ethics and virtue ethics) together
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with the ethical dimensions (idealism and relativism)
contribute to the conception of the pattern whose
objective is to solve ethical dilemmas. Among the
exposed concepts there are relationships of inclusion, of
super ordination or subordination, since they are
interconnected so as to exemplify the ethical behaviour
of auditors. It is also emphasized a comparative work
method because we identified the differences between
ethics and morals, as well as those between the
categories of ethics that may be applied to solve ethical
dilemmas.

The paper is structured in five sections which are
equivalent to the defined chapters. These chapters are
preceded by the introductory part, by the part attached to
the research methodology, as well as by the part that
marks some debates within the literature regarding ethics,
morals, ethical dilemmas, the theories of relativism and
idealism. The first section considers the definition of
ethics, the classification of ethical dimensions, at the
same time approaching the differences between ethics
and morals. The second part refers to the manner in
which auditors relate to ethics. The third part points out
the ethical problems of auditors. Within the fourth section
we presented a personally designed model meant to
solve ethical dilemmas through the ethical dimensions of
idealism and relativism. The research ends with the
conclusions section.

1.2. Some Debates within the Literature

Within the literature ethics encompassed interest for
researchers (Elias, 2002; Gordon, 2011; Lutz, 1998) as
well as for bodies whose object of activity is tied to
ethics. Thus, the Institute Josephson (1992) defines
ethics as a set of values considering that for the
decision-making process ethics plays an essential role.
The need for ethics appears as obvious within the
profession (Turlea, 2010). For Carreira et al (2008)
ethics and professional deontology play an important
role for companies and society. For auditors,
professionalism is synonym with a merger between
method and ethics (Blackburn et al, 2004). Professional
ethics is analysed from the perspective of auditors
(Davis, 1988), being assessed through the optics of
financial scandals (Comunale et al, 2006). With the
study of Forsyth (1992), personal morality is associated
with professional activity.

Ethical education is important because an ethical
motivation determines an ethical behaviour, as
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Armstrong et al (2003) observe. Reflections on the
ethical judgment of auditors constituted the object of
study for Popa et al (2012) as well. In view of making
ethical decisions, the universal moral values need to be
respected (Ncube and Wasburn, 2006). The ethical
behaviour of auditors is evaluated from the point of view
of managing ethical dilemmas (Citron and Taffler, 2001).
Accordingly, defining ethical dilemmas was the object of
research for Cranston et al (2006), as well as for Gunz
and Gunz (2007).

At the same time, various concepts regarding ethics
such as kantianism, utilitarianism, together with the
virtue ethics formed the object of study for Mintz (1995).
The variety of categories of ethics was approached by
Reiter (1997) as well. Thereby, ethics legitimizes the
audit practice (Hooper and Xu, 2012). Furthermore,
ethics applied to professional standards has a positive
influence within the course of auditors assuming the
social responsibility (Valentine and Fleischman, 2008).

Generally speaking, ethics is the science that deals with
the theoretical study of values and human behaviour
from the perspective of moral principles. According to
Lamsa' (1999) ethics is a division of philosophy which
includes background studies on what is good or bad,
right or wrong, regarding justice and other similar
concepts. Ethics also contains standards of conduct that
guide decisions and actions based on duties derived
from values, principles and fundamental convictions
which define what we consider correct, good and just, as
well as the behaviour indicative of alignment to the
embraced values”. Finally, ethics refers to what is moral
and to principles of morality, to what signifies behaviour
compliant with these values.

The etymology of the word 'ethics' has its origin within
the Greek word ethikos which means habit and which
was greatly used by Aristotle under the connotation of
prized fundamental convictions, while the word moralis,
the Latin root for moral, was established by Cicero to

1 Lamsa, A., 1999. Organisational Downsizing: An Ethical
Versus Managerial Viewpoint. Leadership and Organisa-
tional Development Journal 20(2): 345-53.

2 Thoms, John C, 2008. Ethical integrity in leadership and
organizational moral culture. Leadership, 2008, Vol. 4, Issue
4, pp. 419-442
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represent values arisen from an ample compound of
convictions. A definition for the notion of ethics was
issued by the Ethics Resource Center which states that
it means 'right and judicious behaviour and how people
reach these judgments' (Ethics TooIkitl). The notion of
ethics encompasses concepts such as integrity, honesty
and responsibility.

Over the connotation of the notion concerning ethics the
Josephson Institute (1992) took interest too and
assessed it as a collection of underlying values such as
honesty, integrity, the fulfilment of promises, fidelity,
correctness, care, respect, responsibility, excellence and
accountability. Being concerned with the moral
development of auditors, it considered six pillars2 to
reach the superior level of development which are: trust,
respect, responsibility, correctness, care and civic spirit.
In general, ethics is appreciated in relation with the
human condition, as a demarcation between good and
bad. Practically, the purpose of ethics is to obtain
answers of valid universal value.

If we consider a parallel between ethics and law, ethics
may be placed at the superior level of what regulation
defines since it implies a higher standard regarding
moral and professional responsibility. Thereby, ethics
implies greater duty with regards to moral responsibility
than the simple application of law. More, ethics may be
transformed in capital law which was achieved by the
Code of Ethics issued by IFAC that brought into
attention universal precepts of goodness and
correctness in order to motivate the auditors' behaviour.

The sphere of ethics lends to interpretation, being
constantly described in negative terms to be what does
not pertain to ethics (subsequently illegal practices,
fraud etc.), but it is also presented in a positive manner
through referral to integrity, honesty and concern for the
rest of society. Nevertheless, ethics supposes behaviour
and always refers to an action to be done or to a stance
to adopt after the evaluation of the situation and of the
circumstances®. Therefore, ethical behaviour means

1 Ethics Toolkit. (n.d.), accesed at February 12, 2015 on
Ethics Resource Center: http://www.ethics.org/

2 Josephson six pillars of character (n.d.), Accessed on
September 21, 2014, on the website: http://josephsoni-
nstitute.org/MED/

3 Cranston, Neil; Ehrich, Lisa C.; Kimber, Megan, 2006.
Ethical dilemmas: the "bread and butter" of educational
leaders' lives. Journal of Educational Administration, Vol.
44, Issue, 2 pp. 106 - 121
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engagement towards the respect of the integrity of
actions and decisions made. Ethics is called to offer
answers in the face of conflicts and dilemmas which
imply personal and professional values, and through its
application in audit the choice is made for the alternative
which is beneficial to the whole of society.

2.1. Comments on the Classification of
Ethics

The theories constituting the foundation of ethics
determined its classification based on the dominant
ethical philosophies. Thus, we identified the ethics
based on consequences, the ethics based on what is
correct, the ethics based on rules, the ethics based on
virtues and the ethics based on common good.
Hereinafter we will present the descriptive
characteristics of these five ethical dimensions.

v' Utilitarianism Ethics or the ethics based on
consequences promotes the action which assures
the greatest good for the greatest part of individuals.
The actions which produce the most benefits are
favoured.

v' Correctness Ethics promotes the choice of options
which distinguish themselves through correctness
and equality, without taking into account the
consequences or the possible benefits that such an
option could produce.

v' Deontological Ethics or the ethics of rules promotes
an ethical perspective through which the ethical
decision is justified based on universal principles
and rules, in an impartial and equitable manner.

v' Virtue Etics promotes ideals such as excellence and
devotion to the common good, ideals that contribute
to reach a high level of moral and spiritual
development. The ethical choice is made based on
the needs of the others.

v' Ethics of Common Good promotes attitudes and
character dispositions which permit individual
development such as honesty, courage, loyalty,
trust and integrity. It encourages reaching common
goals, however it also admits individual freedom to
pursue personal interests®.

4 Ncube, Lisa B.; Wasburn, Mara H. 2006. Strategic
Collaboration for Ethical Leadership: A Mentoring Framework
for Business and Organizational Decision Making. Journal of
Leadership & Organizational Studies, Vol. 13, no. 1, pp.77-92
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The most practised theories are utilitarianism,
deontology or Kantian ethics and virtue ethics. The most
frequently encountered conflict is between utilitarianism
and Kantian ethics, subsequently between producing the
most expected consequences and exercising one's duty.
The ethical action, in the case of utilitarianism, is justified
by the consequences which result out of it. In contrast to
the ethics based on rules or the Kantian ethics,
utilitarianism promotes honesty for as long as it permits to
reach the established objectives. Such an approach
rejects Kantian ethics which specifies that individual
values are absolute and autonomous’. An action is ethical
if the sum of the benefits of the action favours the greatest
part of the people involved. Since utilitarianism is one of
the most popular theories promoted by business ethics, it
is centred on consequences and these may justify the
means used to attain the goals. The Kantian morality
supports some universal moral conceptions such as the
fact that some actions are never permitted, no matter the
gain for individuals or society”.

One of the scholars who was concerned with the study
of human character was Aristotle who noticed that 'we
are what we repeatedly do®. To this effect, from the
point of view of universal moral values of goodness and
correctness, more such values are practised within the
professional activity, more the decision-maker (under the
circumstances the auditor) is under the influence of
exercising ethical judgements free of vices and flaws. As
Armstrong et al (2003)4 specified, this supposes the
recognition of the moral problem, the intention to act
according to accepted rules of morality, as well as
ethical character which permits the fulfilment of the
ethical intention. The ethical judgement is founded on
the reason which was best illustrated by Kant, while
ethical values offer ethical motivation, allowing auditors
to place the public interest above the personal interest.

1 Lutz, Press, 1998. On ethical theory in auditing.
Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, Issue 9, pp. 500-508

2 Lutz, Press, 1998. On ethical theory in auditing.
Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, Issue 9, pp. 500-508

3 Hooper, Keith, Xu, Gina, 2012. From legitimacy by
character to legitimacy by image: Ethics and accounting
practices in New Zealand. Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol.
27, Issue 8, pp. 754 - 773

4 Armstrong, M.B., Ketz, J.E. and Owsen, D., 2003. Ethics
education in accounting: moving toward ethical motivation
and ethical behavior. Journal of Accounting Education, Vol.
21, pp. 1-16.

Nr. 5(125)/2015

The approaches on ethics may be divided into two
categories based on the goal objective, namely ethics
based on concern and ethics based on rights and on
what is just. Therefore, ethics based on concern about
others is established on responsibilities and
relationships since it is associated with concrete
circumstances, in contrast with the ethics based on
rights which is established on rules and thus on abstract
norms. Values such as attachment, responsibility,
concern and avoidance of harm to third parties are
related to the auditing profession, since this profession
essentially represents a moral practice.

2.2. Considerations on the Differences
between Ethics and Morals

The two concepts, ethics and morals, are used
alternatively with the connotation of describing situations
or actions that make reference to what is correct or just
or, on the contrary, to what contradicts such a depiction.
The distinction between them was highlighted by
different studies associated with ethics and hereinafter
we will expose the most notable differences.

The roots of morality are to be found in Ancient Rome,
when Cicero (106-43 b.C.) condemned the lack of
morality and took harsh measures against the dishonest.
Also, Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) laid the foundation of
some moral universal principles under the form of one of
the most influential paradigms in the literature. Kant
asserts that the fundamental principle of morality
pertains to a rational volition and since individuals are
rational they are able to distinguish what constitutes
correct actions. He affirms as well that some actions or
behaviours can never be justified from a moral point of
view by virtue of the consequences they produce. The
notion of morals refers to behaviours accepted and
adopted by society as a set of spiritual characteristics
with social character. Therefore, morals represent a set
of norms, principles and values on the virtue of which
relationships are regulated within society.

On the other side, the study of ethics started in Ancient
Rome too; however, ethics was perceived as a form of
morality whose objective was to find solutions to moral
dilemmas. Table 1 presents the differences between the
notions of ethics, morals, values and principles, as they
were expressed by Holme (2008). Likewise, we
illustrated the sense of the relationship which forms
among them.
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Table 1. General Aspects regarding Ethics, Morals, Values and Principles

Categorical Aspects
Morals — E*thics —> Values —> Principles
Behavioural principles | Set of moral values. Generally accepted standards of | Rules of personal behaviour.
according to what is considered a person or of a community.
good or bad.

Source: Adaptation from Holme (2008)

Carreira et al (2008)' concedes that the concept of
ethics does not meet agreement among researchers. He
points out that for some ethics are associated with a set
of rules, principles and values which may be mistaken
for morals in a broad sense, while for others ethics are
associated with a reflection which pursues the
assessment of what is moral. As it was presented within
the above table, ethics is an expression of morality since
ethics is based on fundamental principles and values of
universal range. Essentially, ethics appears as a
reflection on moral behaviour.

Table 2. Differences between Ethics and Morals

Furthermore in the vision supported by Carreira et al
(2008), ethics and morals appear as synonyms because
of the fact that they represent a set of principles or
behavioural standards. This similitude of significance
may be explained in conjunction with the fact that both
words have the same etymological base: ‘ethos' from
Greek and 'mores’ from Latin. Both notions refer to the
difference between values such as correctness,
goodness or badness. Notwithstanding that in
dictionaries these two notions appear to be identical, yet
there are differences between them as follows:

Dissimilarities
Morals - reflect: Ethics - reflect:
= Norms, principles and values which regulate = Moral behaviour.
societal relationships. = Conduct which considers the good or the harm.
= Dogmas regarding good or bad. = Application in moral dilemmas

Source: Adaptation from Carreira et al (2008)

Thus, morality implies the distinction between good
and bad and it supposes to determine these limits by
encompassing a large conceptualization frame. The
norms, principles and values which complete morality
are founded on an aggregation of duties and precepts
that need to be respected. These norms regulate the
individual relationships within society, morals denoting
an accepted code of universal values.

Table 2 indicates the fact that ethics is associated with
general principles of good and bad, while morals is

Carreira, Francisco Alegria; Guedes, Maria do Amparo;
Aleixo, Maria da Conceigéo, 2008. Can we teach ethics and
professional deontology? An empirical study regarding the
Accounting and Finance degree. Social Responsibility
Journal, Vol.4, Issue 1/2, pp. 89-103.
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associated with dogmatic rules of good and bad. Ethics is
assimilated to a behavioural science that reflects moral
behaviour on the basis of personal choices. Given the fact
that ethics suppose personal choice we can talk about
freedom of action and thought (meant to lead to the
expression of the option that complies with rules adopted
by a group or a profession). Thereby ethics is rather
centred on the incentives which determine the action,
appealing to conscience. Another difference lies in the
fact that ethics may be attributed to a professional domain
and it is delimited by rules, i.e. norms that need to be
respected and applied by the members of a profession.

Between the two concepts a relationship may be
identified, specifically that moral judgements are verified
as a consequence of the ethical experiences endured.
Accordingly, ethics assesses morals, in the sense that if
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morals designate rather an array of common values of
society, ethics puts into practice this array of values.

Therefore, although the differences between the concepts
of ethics and morals are more significant than they appear
at first sight as they are not just semantic, the practice
established that they are used complementary to one
another. Regarding the auditing profession it is necessary
to take into account both since they instil sense into the
audit behaviour.

Figure 1. The Inclusion of Ethics in Audit

We have defined ethics as a set of moral values

or as a moral principle accepted by society and

which the auditor respects in the highest degree.
Similarly, professional ethics presupposes a set of
moral values that guide the decision-maker to arrive at
an appropriate decision within the audit firm

(Figure 1).

%

Set of moral principles

v

[ ETHICAL AUDIT OPINION ]

Source: Author's projection

Ethics, together with professional deontology, shape the
attitude of the auditor towards what is correct and promote
the interests of society taken as a whole in order to adopt
an audit opinion which carries the ethical imprint. Ethical
qualities are susceptible to have a positive incidence as
much over the behaviour as over the incentive which
determines it, without separating the two factors!.

Auditors, in order to be defined as having a high ethical
level, will act according to their own convictions with
integrity and honesty. Likewise, in the spirit of an ethical
conduct, auditors will demonstrate personal morality,

Table 3. Attributes of the Ethical Behaviour of Auditors

exhibiting concern for others. At the same time, as
professionals who need to adopt an ethical behaviour,
they are influenced during the process of issuing the
audit opinion by various factors that we identified to be
of a compulsory nature (for example the legislation
regarding ethics) as well as of a personal nature (for
example the auditors' level of moral). These factors
compete so as to conclude the audit decision from an
ethical point of view. Table 3 illustrates thereby the
attributes that the auditor needs to accomplish so that
the behaviour is perceived as being ethical:

Adopts ethical decisions

Passes each situation and decision through an ethical filter

THE AUDITOR:

Considers the implications of his/her actions for the good of society

Respects universal values of morality, of correctness and of truth

Constitutes a model of ethical behaviour

Source: Author's projection

1 Blackburn, M., & McGhee, P., 2004. Talking virtue: Profe-
ssionalism in business and virtue ethics. Global Virtue
Ethics Review, 5(4), 90-122.
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Auditors, by way of the statute they hold, are subject to
some requirements of observance and application of
ethical values, so that they exhibit an exemplary
behaviour in front of society. The observance of ethical
norms which permit to adopt a decision according to
universal values of goodness and correctness and

suppose a cognitive process through which the auditor,
when confronted with an ethical dilemma, will be able to
find adequate solutions. The three key moments of this
process are depicted by the recognition of the ethical
dilemma, by the decision of what is correct and by the
action regarding what is correct. Figure 2 illustrates

step-by-step what such a process supposes.

afterwards to fulfil the ethical action itself are stages that

Figure 2. Cognitive Process to Adopt Audit Decisions through an Ethical Judgment

Education in order to detect ethical issues (ethical sensitivity) 4

4
Delineation of ethical dilemma €
Consideration of public interest to adopt audit decision >
Performance of ethical analysis <

4
Adoption of ethical decision <«

Analysis of Ethical Process of
Ethical action » Audit Decisions Adoption

Assessment of ethical action N

Source: Author's projection

the arrows on the right side of Figure 2. By way of
example, it seems clear that the ethical action cannot
take place if the ethical dilemma was not defined.

Figure 2 portrays the fact that a cognitive process
whose aim is to conclude an action which may be
considered as ‘ethical’ that is compliant with the
principles and values of correctness, justice, fairness,
honesty etc., consists of several stages of which we
identified a number of seven. Accordingly, the cognitive
process established in order to support the ethical
decision presupposes training (which corresponds to the
education necessary to recognize the ethical issue), as
well as an evaluation performed subsequently to the
action for which a choice was expressed (which
corresponds to the assessment stage), two poles that
enclose the cognitive process. Therefore we underlined
the fact that each stage determines in a direct and
progressive manner the next stage without the possibility
of omitting or ignoring any one of them, as indicate the
arrows on the left side of the elaborated figure. At the
same time, each stage may be accomplished only if the
preceding stages were completed, hence the sense of

Therefore, the first stage of a judgement founded on
morality supposes the ability of the auditors to identify
situations which require a settlement through an ethical
judgement, namely to manifest sensitivity for the type of
issues that imply ethics. This first step is necessary
because a solution will be applied to moral issues only if
they are first acknowledged as such and for this the
auditor's level of moral determines directly the ethical
acuity. Besides, the ethical climate and the possibility of
promoting ethical values put a mark on each stage of the
decision-making process. Furthermore, once the issue is
specified it will be subject to analysis from the point of
view of the ethical principles of the profession and from
that of the acknowledged universal values,
unquestionably by taking into account the public interest.
At this level likewise, the quality of analysis will be
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influenced by the auditor's moral qualities, as well as by
the regulation regarding ethics in audit. All the more so
the existence of regulation regarding ethics increases
the probability of adopting the ethical decision. The
decision is followed by an ethical action and in order to
end the process of ethical judgement, the auditor will
perform an evaluation of the completed action. The goal
of pursuing the stages involved in this process is to
better the ethical behaviour of the auditors.

Ethics regulation may be perceived as an external
pressure to an ethical behaviour because of the risk of
sanctions. When the behaviour is not guided by ethical
principles, but the actions performed are induced by
concerns regarding reputation or the unwanted
possibility of litigations, the auditors may feel compelled
to exhibit an ethical behaviour, yet this does not
correspond to their personal convictions. The ethical
action founded on the obligation to observe some rules
and principles only because they are promoted by an
external authority does not indicate an acceptable
ethical behaviour. By acknowledging that ethical values
are not embraced by the auditor, he risks to accept
concessions of ethical nature which will impact without a
doubt in a negative manner on the reputation of the
profession. To this effect, the ethical education is
important in order to permit the bettering of the ethical
individual level. Additionally, the association between
personal ethics and professional ethics does exist,
connection that is accepted at the level of regulatory
bodies as well. On this line, the new regulation adopted
at the European Union level specifies the importance
granted to the continuing education of the financial
auditors. Thus, the Directive 2014/56/EU specifies at
article 13 that 'member States shall ensure that statutory
auditors are required to take part in appropriate
programmes of continuing education in order to maintain
their theoretical knowledge, professional skills and
values at a sufficiently high level, and that failure to
respect the continuing education requirements is subject
to appropriate sanctions as referred to in Article 30'. It is
clear that continuing training, from an ethical and
technical point of view, represents an obligation for
auditors so that they respond to the requirements of all
audit beneficiaries.

The professional ethics of the auditors demand them to
make proof of independence, objectivity and
professionalism while performing the undertaken
engagements. The respect of the professional ethics
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dismisses the suspicions of complicity regarding some
distorted financial situations, suspicions fuelled by the
financial interest or of some other nature of the auditors
within the company for which an audit is performed. This
statement may be contended by the fact that the
observance of standards concerning professional ethics
ingrains a better social responsibility to auditors as well
as an awareness of ethics practice, the consequence
being the increase of individual engagement towards
ethical behavioural norms within the profession’.

3.1. Some Effects of Applying Ethics in
Audit

The interests of stakeholders require that the disclosed
financial situations be relevant and trustworthy, this is
why financial auditors submit an opinion based on
independence, objectivity and competence. These
ethical principles secure the quality and the compliance
of the audit opinion. Besides, an audit represents in itself
a security with regards to the accuracy and to the
conformity of economic reality concerning the financial
situations of a company, being a warranty of
transparency provided in an impartial and objective
manner. The performance achieved at social level
legitimizes the audit practice.

The well-known financial scandals that implicated auditors
too started from the loss of independence, subsequently
from the breach of the requirements of integrity,
objectivity, professional competence, confidentiality and
professional behaviour. The compromise of professional
ethics requirements because of the temptation for
financial gain, because of the wish to retain a client or by
reason of the expanse of the market share or because the
revenues produced by a client constitute a significant
share of the turnover, provoke serious and permanent
injuries to the professional reputation of the auditors and
to their credibility.

However, the moral action that may be tested during the
whole audit process indicates that auditors undertake
social responsibility. Moreover, the effects of applying
ethics in audit are of a positive nature and the benefits
deriving from it are significant as much for the auditors
(in terms of image, of statute, of positive perception of

! Valentine, Sean; Fleischman, Gary, 2008. Professional
ethical standards, corporate social responsibility, and the
perceived role of ethics and social responsibility. Journal of
Business Ethics, Vol. 82, Issue 3.
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the profession upon itself as well as the perception of
the public), as for the public (in terms of transparency, of
security regarding the correctness of procedures, of
trust). The result of the ethical behaviour is to persuade
the large public to confer the trust necessary to
legitimize the auditors.

Many times, auditors can find themselves in situations
which suppose to make choices, either in the detriment
of the personal interest or in the detriment of the client in
order to serve the public interest. Regularly, it can be
difficult to conciliate the maintenance of good
relationships with the client with the performance of an
audit in the public interest because of the fact that the
loyalties of the auditors may be divided. The conflict
likely to be created in such situations is fuelled by the
consent of the auditors to agree to the requirements
emanating from clients with regards to accounting
choices. These situations engender ethical dilemmas,
since the auditors need to choose the alternative which
produces the greatest good for a majority of
beneficiaries (according to utilitarianism based ethics).

The auditors provide services to the clients founded on
norms adopted by the profession. Nevertheless the
professional standards may not be in agreement with the
audit practice, time and again the auditors are either
placed in the situation to present an undesirable answer
to the client or to follow the company line and lay aside
the requirements enforced by the profession. Davis
(1998) made the following allegation regarding ethical
dilemmas: a professional (the auditor) 'needs to choose
between two or more relevant but contradictory ethical
directions or when the alternative results in an
undesirable effect for one or more persons''. By
definition, dilemmas are difficult situations which do not
admit a clear glimpse concerning the correct action to
pursue and which oppose the requirements of the code
of ethics to the interests of the client or even to the
personal interest2,

1 Davis, M., 1988. The special role of professionals in business
ethics. Business and Professional Ethics Journal, Vol. 7
(Summer), pp. 51-62.

2 Gunz, Hugh; Gunz, Sally, 2007. Hired professional to hired
gun: An identity theory approach to understanding the ethical
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Ethical dilemmas are laborious to define because of their
complex nature. In ambiguous situations from an ethical
point of view, the auditors have the tendency to lean on
technical knowledge. Thus, to solve the ethical dilemma
the auditors need as much technical as moral expertise,
together with the intention and the force to act against
their own interest if ethics requires that. Ethical virtues
symbolizes, in the vision defended by Minz (1995), the
manner to solve ethical dilemmas: 'virfues permit the
professional accountants to solve conflicting duties and
loyalties in an appropriate manner from a moral point of
view since they confer the interior force of character to
resist pressures that could negatively influence the
professional judgement within a relationship based on
trust’s. Thus, ethical principles offer the strength to
bypass conflictual situations and to find solutions for
dilemmas implying ethics.

The majority of ethical dilemmas suppose opposability
between individual interest and public interest, between
truth and loyalty, between fairness and generosity and
even between short-term and long-term projections.
Likewise, after the form under which these may be
classified, we distinguish ethical dilemmas which are
founded on consequences (to do what is good for most
parties involved), and on rules (to upgrade behavioural
norms to the rank of universal standards)4.

In view of detailing the above allegation, we bring the
specification that a great share of ethical dilemmas is
associated with making disclosures or with assuring the
confidentiality of the client. Disclosures related to less
honest practices, often hidden under the form of off-
balance activities, may conflict with the principle of
confidentiality due to the client. Certainly, to keep the
confidentiality of the client is extremely important, yet it
is not possible to strictly observe it because, above all,
the auditors serve the public interest. Directive
56/2014/EU stands confidentiality in a clear manner, as
follows (article 23): 'Where a statutory auditor or an audit
firm carries out a Statutory audit of an undertaking which
is part of a group whose parent undertaking is situated in
a third country, the confidentiality and professional

behaviour of professionals in non-professional organization.
Human Relations, 06/2007, Vol. 60, Issue 6, pp. 851-887

3 Mintz, S.M., 1995. Virtue ethics and accounting education.
Issues in Accounting Education, Vol. 10 No. 2, p. 259.

4 Reiter, Sara, 1997. The ethics of care and new paradigms for
accounting practice. Accounting, Auditing & Accountability
Journal, Vol. 10, Issue 3, pp. 299 - 324
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secrecy rules referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall
not impede the transfer by the statutory auditor or the audit
firm of relevant documentation concerning the audit work
performed to the group auditor situated in a third country if
such documentation is necessary for the performance of
the audit of consolidated financial statements of the parent
undertaking'. Therefore, the confidentiality due to the client
does not prevent the auditor to take into account the public
interest as a priority.

The complexity of circumstances that cause ethical
dilemmas needs to be analysed because irrespective of
the chosen action, there will be ethical consequences. It
is common knowledge that the auditors have a
professional duty towards all users of the audit report,
yet their remuneration is decided by the management of
the client for which the audit is performed.

The conflicts of interest which may result can become
more intense for companies with difficulties, when the
auditors are asked to disclose the uncertainties related
to their economic future. The ethical dilemma which is
presented to auditors is to launch the alert and to
endanger a company which is virtually sound or to issue

an opinion with regards to its going-concern (understood
as a normal deployment of activity in a predictable time
horizon without starting the bankruptcy procedure) in
order to avoid an immediate lack of liquidity that would
be prejudicial to the company. In view of supporting the
thesis which defends the consequences of public
disclosure, the auditors may be tempted to avoid the
self-fulfilling prophecy’, through the non-disclosure of
difficulties that a company encounters. However, if they
do not issue a contrary opinion and if they do not
mention the elements of uncertainty in the audit report
related to the going-concern, the auditors risk to be
suspected that on account of financial reasons they
preferred to avoid the expression of a warning with
regards to the difficulties or the irregularities detected.
Such a turn has repercussions upon the reputation of
auditors. Besides, both alternatives comprise a risk of
assessment for the auditor who is exposed to a moral
responsibility regarding the future of the company in
difficulty. Figure 3 presents this dilemma, as well as the
consequences of the alternatives over the company and
over the public interest.

Figure 3. Ethical Dilemma regarding the Going-Concern of a Company subsequent to the Audit Opinion

4 N\
Bankruptcy of AUDITOR Continuity of
company ( company activity
‘ (. J
DISCOSURE NON-DISCLOSURE | p
Assistance to > < Jeopardy of
public interest DIFFICULTIES DIFFICULTIES L public interest )
ETHICAL . - )
Compliance with DILEMMA Non-compliance
ethical norms J \. | with ethical norms

A J

Source: Author's projection

Following consideration of the consequences of a
qualification regarding the financial situations of a
company, the auditors may decide to issue a clean audit
opinion precisely so as to offer it the chance of recovery
and to avoid the downfall of a viable client. The conviction
that through an audit opinion the auditors will favour the
prophecy of the company bankruptcy continues to exist
despite the ethical frame that regulates the profession and
that specifies very clearly that the audit opinion needs to
be compliant with the reality of the financial situations
(true and fair view), without pondering the side effects. Al
the more so because the auditors are requested to
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respect the rules of the professional code without taking
into account the consequences of their actions since
these are already implicitly included. To this effect, an
ethical code represents first of all a tool which offers
guidance to auditors regarding ethical dilemmas2.

1 Citron, DB; Taffler, RJ, 2001. Ethical behaviour in the UK
audit profession: The case of the self-fulfilling prophecy
under going-concern uncertainties. Journal of Business
Ethics, Vol. 29, nr. 4, pp. 353-363

2 | utz, Press, 1998. On ethical theory in auditing. Managerial
Auditing Journal, Vol. 13, nr. 9, pp. 500-508

85



Even if the auditors are confronted to a moral dilemma
that presents them two alternatives specifically to divulge
or not the financial difficulties of the audited company,
since such an action is susceptible to condemn or to
salvage its future continuity then the audit dilemma
imposes an ethical solution. Nevertheless, if the
impairment of the company liabilities is not divulged in
time to stakeholders they risk of becoming the
responsibility of the auditor. Consequently, the auditor has
the obligation to issue an objective audit judgement which
considers the situation from an ethical and moral point of
view for all stakeholders in order to accomplish as a
priority the duties relative to the public interest. The audit
judgement is profoundly influenced by the individual
features of the members of the profession and by the
specific circumstances pertaining to the audit mission.

The professional judgement is connected to the ability of
the auditors to make difficult choices when they can
choose from several options'. As we did already
mention, the particular situation of the auditors linked to
the fact that they report directly to investors while
fulfilling their professional duty for the whole of society
and the fact that the management disposes as well their
nomination as their maintenance, frequently leads to
situations of conflict of interest. For the most part the
ethical dilemmas to which the auditors need to provide
answers refer to choices between serving the public
interest versus safeguarding the client company.
However, the exercise of the professional judgement
founded on technical and ethical knowledge presumes
that the auditor will make ethical choices when
confronted with the interests of the client and those of
the wide public. The ethical judgement implies the
consideration of universal moral values and the
adjustment of the set of audit procedures based on the
client and the circumstances, with the interpretation of
results. Therefore, the ethical judgement is a complex
phenomenon that implies technical knowledge alongside
cognitive abilities, as well as professional experience?.

Accordingly, in order to clarify and solve ethical
dilemmas, given their nature and complexity, the
observance of fundamental ethical principles will offer

' Gordon, Irene M., 2011. Lessons to be Learnt: An
Examination of Canadian and U.S. Financial accounting
and Auditing Textbooks for Ethics/ Governance Coverage,
Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 101, pp. 29-47.

2 Popa, Irimie Emil; Tiron Tudor, Adriana; Span, Georgeta
Ancuta, 2012. Professional Judgment — A Determinant
Factor in the Increase of the Audit Mission Quality, ,Audit
Financiar” Journal, Vol. 10, no. 2, pp. 34-47

86

the necessary solution. Especially that the aim of an
audit is to serve and protect the public interest, the
auditors being liable towards society in their quality as
holders of public trust.

Idealism and relativism are two philosophies that
through the ideology promoted may propose another
approach of ethics and of the decision-making process.
The theoretical frame for relativism and idealism was
established by Forsyth (1992)3. We will first define the
two concepts:

v Idealism measures the inclination of a person to
cause harm to others. Its principle is founded on the
fact that bringing prejudice to others has and needs
to be avoided.

v" Relativism measures the inclination towards
universal moral principles and towards rules by
rejecting them given that the morality of an action is
determined by the circumstantial factors, as well as
by the involved people.

Idealists want to avoid negative consequences and from
this optics they will refuse to choose the least evil as
long as there will be prejudiced people. On the contrary,
the pragmatists who are persons with a low level of
idealism admit that the observance of the moral
principles may have negative results. In their opinion, to
prejudice some persons is even necessary in order to
reach a level of goodness which is beneficial to most
individuals in the society.

On the other side, in the center of the moral philosophy
of relativism lies the skepticism. Persons with a low level
of relativism consider that morality implies an action
compliant with the moral principles. Relativists attach
importance to the consequences of an action by
rejecting the universal moral codes and in case of a
scandal they will consider those involved as less guilty
by granting them justification?.

3 Forsyth, D., 1992. Judging the morality of business
practices: The influence of personal moral philosophies.
Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 11, nr. 5-6, pp. 461-470

4 Comunale, Christie L.; Sexton, Thomas R.; Gara, Stephen C.,
2006. Professional ethical crises: A case study of accounting
majors. Managerial Auditing Journal, Vol. 21, nr. 6, pp. 636 -
656
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The approach regarding the adoption of an ethical
decision is based on a person's idealism or relativism.
Figure 4 reflects the differences between idealism and

relativism in the context of adoption of an ethical
decision.

Figure 4. Differences between Idealism and Relativism for the Adoption of an Ethical Decision,

in Forsyth's opinion (1992)

| RELATIVISM | Universal principles and rules

| IDEALISM | Preiudice caused to others Respects moral principles

ETHICAL
DECISION

Does not respect moral principles

Source: Author's projection

Based on the determined level of idealism and relativism
(low or high) four classes of ethics can be identified.
Table 4 reproduces the interconnections between the

four categories of personal ethical philosophy (a level of
high idealism is correlated to a low level of relativism
and vice versa).

Table 4. Correlations between the Categories of Personal Ethical Philosophy

Idealism - high level

Idealism - low level

Relativism - high level

Relativism - low level

Source: Author's projection, adaptation from Forsyth (1992)

Empirical studies such as that of Elias (2002)" identified
the presence of a relationship between the personal
ethical philosophy and the level of relativism and
idealism. These revealed an association between the
individual attachment for moral principles and the ethical
judgment, more precisely the persons with a high level
of relativism present greater tolerance for a behaviour
that contradicts ethics as compared to a person with a
high degree of idealism who will not tolerate such a
compromised ethical behaviour.

5.1. Personal Model of Managing Ethical
Dilemmas through the Idealist and
Relativist Dimensions

Various studies tried to clarify the manner in which
theories regarding ethics, subsequently related to

' Elias, R.,, 2002. Determinants of earnings management
ethics among accountants. Journal of Business Ethics, Vol.
40, pp. 33-45.
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individual values and principles may be applied to ethical
dilemmas. All the more so because a great part of
dilemmas take one of the following forms: truth versus
loyalty, personal interest versus societal interest, justice
versus compassion or short-term projections versus
long-term projections. Indeed, most ethical dilemmas
may be situated into one of these four categories.

Given that the auditing profession is centered on the
ethical conflict of being remunerated by the client
although the audit is performed in the general interest of
the public, the ethical dilemmas which arise from this
need to be clarified. Accordingly, the management of
ethical dilemmas by the auditors needs to be done so
that the norms required by the code of ethics of the
profession be complied with. The purpose is to avoid the
downfall into an abyss of ethics by means of an
inadequate answer when facing ethical dilemmas. In
order to create a model that permits to solve ethical
dilemmas, we took into account the ethical dimensions
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the most frequently cited and applied in practice; more
specifically, we founded the model on deontology ethics,
on utilitarianism and on virtue ethics. The proposed
pattern permitting the clarification of ethical dilemmas

takes into account the ethical dimensions, idealism and
relativism. Thus, we present this pattern in Figure 5,
after which we will provide explanations with regards
to it.

Figure 5. Pattern to Clarify Ethical Dilemmas

IDEALISM
- high level - — Ev —> | + EV = SDE
IDEALISM
- low level - —— EY—»p |) + EU = SDE
RELATIVISM
- high level - — = ED—> R + ED = SDE
RELATIVISM —— EU—> R0+ EV=SED
- low level -
Source: Author's projection
Where: EV = virtue ethics; EY = utilitarianism ethics; EP = deontology ethics; I" = Idealism (high level); I = Idealism (low

level); RM = Relativism (high level); R® = Relativism (low level); SEP = Solution to ethical dilemma.

Figure 5 illustrates the fact that in the case of people for
whom a low level of idealism was identified and in the
case of those for whom a low level of relativism was
identified, utilitarianism ethics will apply. This is as a
result of the fact that these people are inclined to react
better to a view through which the ethical action is
presented as such through correspondences with the
maximum utility that can be obtained for the greatest
part of the audit beneficiaries.

On one hand, to the people for whom a high level of
idealism is identified, the virtue ethics will apply since
these are prone to better respond to a perspective
according to which the ethical action is presented
through ethical values. On the other hand, to the people
for whom a high level of relativism was identified, the
deontological ethics will apply, given the fact that in
order to perform an ethical action, they will react to
concrete rules.
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I + EV = SED: The solution to the moral dilemma is
optimal by means of the application of virtue ethics.

I + EY = SED: The solution to the moral dilemma is
optimal by means of the application of utilitarianism
ethics.

R + ED = SED: The solution to the moral dilemma is
optimal by means of the application of deontological
ethics.

R®M + EV = SED: The solution to the moral dilemma is
optimal by means of the application of utilitarianism
ethics.

We determined the adequate ethical solution based on
the identified level of idealism and relativism concerning
the personal ethical philosophy of auditors. This level
points to the personal morality of auditors, representing
a reliable signal with regards to the ethics approach
within the professional activity.
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Ethics represents the component that contributes in an
essential manner to the maintenance of the public trust in
the ability of the profession to protect its interests. The
importance conferred to ethics is related to the fact that
the profession is built on a moral foundation. The adoption
of an ethical conduct equals with an assurance presented
to society that the audit actions are accomplished for the
common good. The controversies are attenuated through
the retention of the argument that ethics applied
according to the requirements of the profession
counteracts the fundamental conflicts of an audit. Within
this context, the rigorous application of the ethical norms
of the profession confers the credibility that is necessary
to regain a trust repeatedly tested in the last years.

This study highlighted the relationships between
concepts such as ethics, morals and ethical dilemmas
within the audit activity. The adoption of the ethical
decision may be performed according to procedures
which require several essential stages so that the
auditor passes the professional judgement through an
ethical filter by applying universal moral values and by
considering the implications of the audit action for the
whole of society. The encouragement of the ethical
behaviour implies to avert the compromises which would
bring discredit to the profession.

Ethical dilemmas arise as a consequence of several
factors, being especially formed when the loyalties of the

auditors are divided under the form of an antagonism
either between the personal interest and the public
interest, or between that of the client and the public
interest (this conflict emerges on the edge of the
confidentiality issue). The moral values confer the auditor
the capacity and the volition to act against the personal
interest in order to respond to the ethics requirements. By
means of the professional judgement, the auditor will
make choices aimed at solving ethical dilemmas.

Given the fact that we appreciate the clarification of
ethical dilemmas as an aspiration of the profession, our
intention was to create a model that facilitates their
elucidation. The substantiation of the model was
performed on the basis of the ethical dimensions,
idealism and relativism. Thereby, we determined the
types of personal philosophies inclined to correspond to
the practical application of the ethical professional
judgement. The pattern that was proposed to solve
ethical dilemmas implies the assessment of the auditors'
moral sensitivity, according to which it will be determined
which category of ethics to apply, so that the chosen
action is ethical. The value of this model may be verified
by the fact that the personal philosophy regarding
morality is applied in the audit practice.

Finally, we express as recommendation for future
research the determination of the level of the auditors'
relativism and idealism in order to permit its
measurement and thus to complete the model of solving
ethical dilemmas that was presented within this paper.
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Getting the performance in auditing currently demands
many requirements of real time management of many
data sources and analysis dimensions, up to date
characteristics, speed, flexibility, portability, suggestive
power and reporting automation. This paper presents,
using theoretical and practical arguments, the
advantages of using data available on-line for reporting
and audit activities. The novelty consists in using figures
and examples enriched by references to interactive
scenarios of “documentation-emulated application”
constructed by the authors and also in describing a
technique of transforming on-line data into on-line
complex reports with dynamic and interactive behavior
specific to Business Intelligence support technologies.
This technique is symbolically named COL3D in this
paper and accompanies a proposal to create a unique
Romanian register of audit engagement (OL2RAM) for
institutions financed by the state budget and/or by
European funds, being on-line available and editable by
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This paper starts from the limitations noticed in the
current reporting practice and highlights a number of
advantages of working with on-line data stored in real
time and available for download and use by the end user
in familiar applications. This way many potential
differences of data storage and display format are
eliminated and the treatment of reporting mechanisms
takes into account the dynamic element required by the
user's preferences and having a profound impact on its
ability to receive, understand, interpret and manage
complex information and exceptional situations.

The concept of dynamic reporting closely linked to the
article’s title itself is treated both directly by the proposed
technique and indirectly through interactive examples
accompanying figures, closely related to methods of
integration of dynamic elements.

The applicability of theoretical and practical elements
described herein in auditing and financial reporting is
fully justified based on the need to harmonize various
data formats and reporting documents used but also
processing steps that require standards tailored to a
certain specificity determined also by the proposed
statements and objectives'.

The dashboard is a not really new concept for the users
of ordinary software applications. Moreover, this concept
is widely used in the automotive industry, where its
elements are connected to various mechanical
components and sensors and thus may indicate a
number of key information such as speed, gear, engine
revolutions, instantaneous / average fuel consumption,
ambient / engine temperature, the level of the fuel
remaining in the tank, etc.

The Business Intelligence term as a set of concepts and
methods for improving decision-making and as part of
decision support systems oriented to data2, comes three
years before the one of Balanced Scorecards - BSc

1 Djakeli, K., Mission-Objectives Matrix (MOM) as an
Innovative Tool of Marketing Audit, Journal of Business,
Vol.3, Issue 1, pp.39, 2014, http:/journal.ibsu.edu.ge/
index.php/jbm/article/download/609/506

2 http://dssresources.com/history/dsshistory.html
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(1992, Robert Kaplan - Harvard Business School &
David Norton 3). The latter brings other new concepts
such as the one of Key Performance Indicator (KPI).

Considered as a framework for performance
measurement with deep roots of approach even
including the dashboard concept of French origins used
to measure performance and evolving towards a
comprehensive strategic planning and management
system, BSC added strategic non-financial performance
measurements to traditional financial metrics and
contributed to a more balanced view of organizational
performance.

The data for the fields in the on-line form developed by
the authors, described in this article and having an
associated default data source (Google Forms - Google
Sheets), based on which the demonstration tests were
conducted in order to complete the work and the
interactive support materials*, were chosen by the
authors and have only a guide-demo specificity, the
similarity of names with those of real companies and
people being just a pure coincidence. Subsequently,
they were processed and then used by the authors in a
predominantly applied research. The two acronyms
chosen for the on-line register and also for the reporting
technique proposed have involved certain steps of
exploratory nature, with consecutive probing and
incrementation, completed with proper choices that took
into account even the power of suggestion of the words
that the obtained acronyms (OL2RAM and COL3D) are
reduced to.

If the traditional reports are photographs of information
in a specific time and generates many other questions
and very few answers, the dynamic reports built on on-
line data sources connected to web applications are a
step ahead because of two simple reasons related on

3 http://balancedscorecard.org/Resources/About-the-Balanced-
Scorecard

4 The interractive tutorials developed by the authors:
http://sites.google.com/site/supp4af2015/download

anul XIII



one hand to the dynamic' interface used for their
presentation and on the other hand to the dynamics of
the data built and updated in near real time. In some
views?, the traditional reports simply disappear when
putting information on-line in real time and available to
all.

Without claiming to be finished / complete the on-line
form described herein (OL2RAM) was designed
according to the national theory? and practice* being
currently regulated® and published on-line at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qTzYRzq0OF XaP-
OkkHMNXdz59f5C-boqUS2sTg5fF_Bc/viewform (the
complete URLS address) and
http://goo.gl/forms/e2jlrv6bZA (the short URL address).

This form (Figure 1) has a corresponding on-line data
source by default associated and collecting responses in
real time while hosting the Google Apps Script source
code responsible for generating the dynamic on-line
dashboard associated to the last form of data and able
to send notifications (e-mail) in accordance with certain
manageable exceptions (a certain amount of records in
certain categories, certain threshold values for
quantitative indicators, certain time limits, etc.).

Originally a spreadsheet program like Microsoft Excel,
Google Spreadsheets / Sheets, on-line accessible via
Google Docs (transformed in Google Drive’ in 2012),
has become more than a web application used for
automatic processing of data entered in tables by
providing support for connectivity with on-line forms

1 http://php.net/manual/en/history.php.php

2 Rasmussen, N., H., Goldy, P., S., Soli, P., O., Financial
Business Intelligence - Trends, Technology,Software Selection
and Implementation, John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New York,
2002, pp.98-99

3 Mitac, M, C, Tipologia auditului intern, Economia Review,
no.1/2007,
http://www.management.ase.ro/reveconomia/2007-1/8.pdf

4 http://Iwww.uad.ro/storage/Dataitems/Audit1.pdf

5 http://www.apubb.ro/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Macarie-
Audit-public-intern-ro.pdf

6 http://docs.oracle.com/javase/tutorial/networking/urls/
definition.html

7 http:/improvcomm.blogspot.ro/2012/09/google-docs-devine-
google-drive.html
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(Figure 2) and web applications / application modules
for the most diverse purposes. As well as Microsoft
Excel, Google Sheets acquired some other uses such as
generating advanced graphical representations,
conditional formattings and geo-referencing options,
validations, pivot tables and charts, and automatically
solving of optimization problems (solver).

One of the functionalities much appreciated by the
authors of this paper is about the ease of use of Google
Apps Script® (GAS) in tandem with Google Sheets, GAS
being a JavaScript cloud scripting language that
provides easy ways to automate tasks across Google
products and third party services and build web
applications. Tested after Visual Basic for Applications
(the macro language in Microsoft Office) GAS impressed
by many useful facilities for processing, reporting and
analysis:

1. possibilities for validation and processing of input
data of different types;

2. generating a unique time fingerprint (up to
milliseconds) at the time of submission;

3. the possibility of rapidly building charts and
dynamic representations (interactively
demonstrated?);

4.  the possibility of rapidly transmitting of e-mail
notifications for exceptions / post-submission feed-
back;
access to data geo-referencing’® options;

the possibility of exporting in the Excel
spreadsheet format with all the associated
advantages''.

8 http://www.google.com/script/start/

9 The interractive tutorial: https://sites.google.com/site/supp4
af2015/download/af1-2015-
3editare%20script%20creare %20
dashboard%20si%20integrare%20in%20G%20sites.pdf?at
tredirects=0&d=1

10 http://gis.stackexchange.com/questions/102839/how-to-
geocode-a-google-spreadsheet

" Homocianu, D., Airinei, D., Business Intelligence facilities
with applications in audit and financial reporting, ,Audit
Financiar” Journal, no. 9/2014, pp.21
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Figure 1. Example of on-line form for acquiring of data about audit missions, created by the authors’

OL2RAM (On-Line Romanian Register of Audit Missions)

Auditee's name* * Required
Auditor's name*
Auditor's registration number*

Auditor's type*
person
firrm

Mission's registration Id*
{a Mumher on a Date separated by -}

Mission's location*
(City)

Mission's start date*

Month * | |Day v || 2015 ¥ &

Mission's duration*
fnumber of calendaristic days)

Mission type*
system audit
performance audit
regularity audit
Technigues used
werification
physical absenation
decompaosition analysis

Ohservations and recommendations

Source: Own processing

1
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The interractive tutorial: https://sites.google.com/site/supp4af2015/download/af1-2015-1creare%20formular%20G%20forms.pdf?
attredirects=0&d=1
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Figure 2. Spreadsheet associated to the on-line form for acquiring of data about audit missions

= C B https: /idocs google. com fspreadsheets /T ERoBLD 3 ESeKFUGT_Beqlvde- 2omIUIls feditqid=1469009175
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OL2RAM (Responses) -

File Edit View Inset Format Data Fomn Adtans Help  Alchanges saedinDre | CTEREATON Bemizte
Al b A 12| -1 -|BZEA, .0 scriptgalley.. WY -Z-
Seript editar.
e | UnivUAIC Lasi 10-16.07.2014 Florescu Andrei
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17
18 Code.gs
19

Function onFornSubnat(e)

{var auditee = e.values(1]; //auditee = first value conpleteted in the fornolar
var nizsregid = e.values[5]; //mizsion 1d = the Bth value 1n the form
var auditor = e.values[2]; //auditor = 2nd value in the forn

1
Z
3
4
' ' ' 5 |var sa = Spreadsheethpp. openById(*1EkoBLb3g:FKktEdekFlg)2_BEzlyde-Zpnlull8Lsl")
& OI—ZRAM (On-l-lne Romanlan ReQISter g |var & = sa,getSheetByNane("Forn Responses 14, J
. v 7 [var alldata = g, getDataRange () getValues (),
z of Audit Missions) ;

var ca = alldata[1]; //ca 1s the first answer / first line under the table headen
or g |var r = alldata.slice(2); //r = next answers in the associated spreadsheet(table)

2 | hittp:ffgoo.glfforms/e2 lrvebZA

E *Required 10 |var Len = ca.length - 1; /flen is the NO. of the last coluin
11 fvar 1L = r length + 1, //11 15 the N0, of the last line (except the table header)
& 12 |var cell = 3.getRange(’al’); //reference area for 1nserting in the cell below
2 | Audites's name* 13 |cell.offeet (11, len).setValue(auditee + * * + nissregid +* ¥ + auditor);
&) 14yh
. { Current projact’s triggers h
i L}
_Audwton‘s name Run Evens
73 [aoFomutmit ] [From spreadsheet  v][Onforn submit ¥
\,

Source: Own processing
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The over twenty years experience of the users used to
similar products from Microsoft (Office Excel / Works
Spreadsheet) and their ease of use, including their use
as front-end tool for data in data bases and data
warehouses, was another solid reason for us to turn to
Google Sheets.

Moreover, the immense possibilities of the Google
Sheets registers that can embed triggers activated by a
series of corresponding events with association of
restrictions and / or operations in other similar registers
make this on-line software product into a real emulator
of relational databases.

As such, there were a lot of reasons to choose this
product similar to Excel as a real-time reporting tool
having a Business Intelligence specificity, beyond the
recommendations of specialized literature and practice'.

The facilities of generating analytical components
combined with the ones of generating dashboards and
scorecards with alerts, dynamic formattings and geo-
referencing options are implemented using the current
technologies in more and more applications using on-
line data sources though they were natively specific to
Business Intelligence support applications.

We have considered a certain technique, for which the
chosen name was COL3D (Converting Dynamic On-Line
Data to Dashboards). This is based on the specificity of
the current architectures of on-line applications and
cloud-computing, on the on-line data usage by
authorized users, and also on the possibility of adding
some dynamic components such as macros, add-ons
and scripts triggered by time events or by events specific
to the form and the data source hosting them. The
effects are the most diverse: messages with alerts and
ad hoc representations specific to Business Intelligence
reporting environments, notifications of certain
exceptions in the evolution of a given indicator and so
on.

Using this technique we can get to interactive and very
suggestive dynamic representations in a minimum

1 http://olap.com/how-to-automate-reports-and-perform-
analytics-in-excel/
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number of steps to follow. The name the acronym
reduces to can make us think to turn to three dimensions
if considering its English pronunciation. Those three
concrete dimensions to which we have referred to in this
context may be identified by association with the three
components integrated on the same website page: the
on-line form with the associated data collector as an on-
line spreadsheet and the dynamic and interactive
dashboard built on the latest form of data from the data
collector.

As for the acronym chosen for the on-line form
(OL2RAM), this one may suggest "all in the RAM
memory" (in association with the English
pronunciation ), suggesting an invitation and / or a
specific goal to do all the arrangements needed

in order to have all the information available as
soon as possible and anywhere.

Starting from some simple motivations? and from

the Google documentation® and examples?, first step
was to edit the code sequence (originally the lines
1-50) related to generating the dynamic dashboard
(Figure 3), including the comments introduced by "//"
and containing clear explanations of what is done by
each program line.

After publishing that above as a web application
available on-line (associated URL - Figures 3, 4), the
onFormSubmit function (Figure 2) was added. Although
unpublished, the latter runs at the end of each use of the
form (submit) in association with the event "On form
submit" of the spreadsheet associated to the form and
aims to generate a value of a derivative field used in
graphical representations (Figures 4, 6).

To highlight the facilities of both the on-line form with
associated data collector (spreadsheet) and of the
dashboard built every time we access the related URL
and depending on the latest form of data, it will be
necessary to bring them in a location / component able
to host / display them simultaneously. To do that, we will
need to first capture the source code (HTML) of the on-
line OL2RAM form (Figure 5) which will be embedded
into the web page.

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKlu9yendnc

3 http://www.google.com/script/start/

4 https://developers.google.com/apps-script/articles/charts_
dashboard
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Figure 3. The GAS source code responsible for generating the dynamic dashboard

ol2ram Publish | Resources Deploy as web app A

Al Bl Uiy B Resources  Help Dieploy 8 web apn... Current web app URL: Disahle: weh app

0o B8 00 b | e, | [ e
B Code.gs Code.gs \Jest wweh app for your latest cade. Y

15 function doGet() { //we open the spreadsheet using the 44 characters ID (below)

16 var sa = Jpreadsheetipp. openById(*1EkoBLb3gxFKktEIekFlgi2_8Eglvde-2pnlullU91sUy "y,

17 var 5 = sa.getSheetByMane("Form Responses 1%); //we take the sheet by specifylng a name
18 var alldata = s.getDataRange().get¥alues(); //all the data in the sheet

19 var ca = alldata[1]; //ca 1s the first answer / first line under the table header

20 var r = alldata.slice(2); //r = next answers in the assoclated spreadsheet(table)

21 var 11 = r.length + 2; // 11 is the NO. of the last line (including the table header)

22 var data = sa. getdotiveShest() . getRange ("B1:H" + 11); //we define the dashboard's source

23 var auditesFilter = Charts.newStringFilter() //we define a text filter on Auditee's name

24 csetFilterColunnlabel(*dudites’s name™)

26 Jbuild(),

26 var auditorFilter = Charts.newStringFilter() //we define a text filter on dupa Aoditor’s name
27 .zetFilterColunnlabel (*Auditor’'s name™)

28 Jbuild(),

29 var locFilter = Charts.newStringFilter() //we define a text filter on Mission's location

L setFilterColunnlabel (*Mission’s location®)

Ell build();

32 var typeFilter = Charts.newCategoryFilter() //we define a list filter on Auditor’s type

33 .setFilterColunnlabel (*Auditor's type™)

34 Jbuild(),

35 var durFilter = Charts.newlumberRangeFilter() //we define a scrollbar filter (MWission’'s duration)
] .zetFilterColunnlabel(*Mission’s duration”)

E build();

18 var barChart = Charts.newBarChart() //we define a histogram chart..

4 .setDimensions (308, G0

A8 csetDataViewDefinition(Charts . newDataViewDefinitiont) //built based on col NOLY (Duration)
41 csetColumns([11, ¥1)) /4. and on col NO1T (Auditee-Mission-Auditor)
42 Jbuild(),

43 var tableChart = Charts.newTableChart() //we define a table associated to the “data” data set
44 czetDinensions (409, 60@)

45 build();

4f var dashboard = Charts. newDashboardPanel() //we define a dashboard associated to the data set..
A7 .setDataTable(data) //.. named “data” using the components below (cause-»effect)

A8 bind{[auditeeFilter, auditorFilter, locFilter, typeFilter, durFilter], [barChart, tableChart])
49 Jbuild(),

i var uihpp = Uihpp.createdpplication(); //we define a new application with many panels
a1 dashboard, add (uilpp. createVerticalPanel() //we add a vertical panel-4 comp.to the dashboard

a2 add(ulhpp, createHorizontalPanel() //we define a new orizontal panel (comp.1)
53 cadd(typeFilter). add(locFilter))

54 .add{uidpp.createHorizontalPanel() //we define a new orizontal panel (comp.2)
a5 caddfauditorFilter) . add{auditesFilter)

il csetipacing(a))

a7 cadd{uidpp. createHorizontalPanel() //we define a new orizontal panel (comp.3)
a8 caddidurFilter))

54 add(uifpp.createHorizontalPanel() //we define a new orizontal panel (comp.4)
i .add(barChart).add(tableChart)

fil setSpacing(9))y;

fi2 uibpp.add{dashboard); //we add the dashboard to the previously defined application

fi3 return ulhpp; f/the function returns as result the application

6}

Thiz project is published

Source: Own processing
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Figure 4. Integrating the on-line components in a website page created by authors !
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Figure 5. Copying the HTML source code of the on-line formular to be embedded
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Source: Own processing

1 https://sites.google.com/site/ol2ram2015/form-dashboard
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Figure 6. The dynamic behavior of the on-line dashboard component created by authors
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The possibilities of embedding the components previously
created in a single web page are highlighted in the
graphical representations above (Figures 4, 6). This is
about the form designed by the papers’ authors' and
having an automatic behavior when submitting (defined in
the associated spreadsheet) and also about the on-line
application generating the dashboard starting from the
latest form of data.

Beyond concrete examples of working with free on-line
software applications available for a wide range of users
and providing advanced facilities for querying and
representing real time data, similar to those offered by
the Business Intelligence support tools, the paper brings
a theoretical description necessary in order to
understand a rapid technique for generating dynamic
reports under the form of dashboards with support for
queries and dynamic graphical representations.

By using the interactive scenarios developed by the

authors in the portable document format (.pdf?),
accessible regardless of the working platform (Linux,
Android, Windows, MacQS, etc.), to which reference are
made in this paper, they are trying on one hand to enrich
the description of the COL3D representation technique
presented in this article and, on the other hand, they are
trying to help reduce the number of steps required for
the effective implementation of a similar example.

Overall, this paper manages to convey desirable
features about transparency, availability, flexibility and
speed of reporting of data, as enablers of performance
in audit and financial reporting.
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Abstract

One of the aims of the article is to present some
inconsistencies identified when comparing the treatment
based on the domestic accounting standards applied in
several emerging countries and the one based on IFRS,
with focus on Romania. It also provides evidence from
Romania regarding the differences between domestic
accounting standards and IFRS in terms of absence and
divergence, based on the regulations stated by OMFP
1802/2014, issued in December 2014, and analyzes the
status of the potential determinants of the
inconsistencies, as presented by Ding Y et. al. in the
research published. This article comes as an additional
and updated contribution to the prior mentioned
research, where it is mentioned that the relatively small
number of countries used as sample in the analysis can
be a limitation of the research’. The ideas presented in
this article also strengthen the conclusions of the above
research as there are in line with its results. Moreover, to
our knowledge, this is one of the first articles which
analyze the inconsistencies between domestic
accounting standards and IFRS in Romania based on
the recently issued OMFP 1802/2014.

Keywords: IFRS, emerging, absence, divergence
JEL Classification: M41

" Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.26
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The globalization of the markets increased the level of
interest of the market players from emerging economies
in terms of convergence and harmonization of the
accounting standards. However, in several such
countries there are still significant changes to be made
in order to obtain uniformity in disclosure, regardless of
the framework applied, domestic or IFRS. The
differences are mainly linked to the variety of the users
of the financial statements (public or internal), as the
disclosures have to be in line with the specific needs and
requirements of the different users.

In this article, the focus is made on identifying the
particular treatments that make the domestic accounting
standards different than IFRS and also to correlate the
potential leading factors to these differences.

The ideas presented in this article are based on the
results of several studies performed in the area of
comparing the domestic accounting standards with
IFRS, put together and analyzed through the author’s
professional judgment. In order to analyze the case of
Romania in terms of the potential determinants of the
dimensions of difference, we used the opinion of
specialists on several connected areas, expressed
through recent publications. Also, the analysis of the
differences between Romanian accounting standards
and IFRS is made through the review, as a starting
point, of the financial statements of several companies
which issued both statutory and IFRS-based financial
statements and further scrutinizing the OMFP 1802/2014
on particular areas in order to compare these with the
IFRS treatment.

Various studies and research materials were issued in
order to measure the differences between the domestic
(national) accounting standards of emergent economies
and IFRS. If analyzing a number of emerging
economies, several differences between IFRS and the
domestic financial reporting standards (DAS) are
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identified. In Brazil, the joint ventures are required to use
the proportionate consolidation method according to
DAS, while the IFRS allow choosing between the
proportionate or equity method of consolidation®. The
historical cost method is more widely applied in China?,
than the fair value. The Mexican DAS allow the Last-in
First-out method for stock management, while under
IFRS this method is prohibited3. The DAS of Czech
Republic do not mention any specific guidance for the
assets held for sale, but these are considered regular
non-current assets?. The discounting of future receipts in
the case of deferred receipt of receivables is not allowed
in Russia, while according to IFRS the value of the
future revenue is computed using an imputed rate of
interest for discounting?.

One complex survey on this topic is “GAAP 2001: A
Survey of National Accounting Rules Benchmarked
against International Accounting Standards”, based on
the contribution of several large audit firms, like
Andersen, BDO, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, Ernst &
Young, Grant Thornton, KPMG and
PricewaterhouseCoopers. In this study, the differences
between local GAAP and IFRS are assessed for several
countries and the identified accounting differences are
grouped in the following four categories®é:

1 PKF - Brazilian GAAP vs IFRS Overview, available on-line at;
http://www.pkf.com/media/909955/brazilian%20ifrs.pdf, p.4

2 S.J. GRAND Financial and Tax Advisory, Chinese Accoun-
ting standards: An introduction to CAS V IFRS’, available
on-line at http://www.sjgrand.cn/chinese-accounting-stan-
dards-introduction-cas-v-ifrs, 2011.

3 PWC, IFRS, US GAAP and Mexican FRS: similarities and
differences, available on-line at http://www.pwc.com/mx/es/
servicios-ifrs/archivo/2012-01-IFRS-US-GAAP-Mexican-
FRS.pdf, 2009, p.22

4 EY, Overview of Differences between International Financial
Reporting Standards and Czech Accounting Legislation
2013, available on-line at http://www.ey.com/Publication/
vwLUAssets/FAAS_brochure_ENG/$FILE/EY%20-
%20FAAS%20Brochure%2010_2013%20EN%202.pdf,
2013, p.30.

5 EY, IFRS, US GAAP and RAP Comparison and basics,
available on-line at http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLU
Assets/EY-IFRS-US-GAAP-RAP-2014-Eng/$FILE/EY-IFRS-
US-GAAP-RAP-2014-Eng.pdf, 2014, p.33.

6 Nobes C.W, GAAP 2001 — A Survey of National Accounting
Rules  Benchmarked against International ~ Account
Standards, available on-line at http://www.iasplus.com/en/
binary/resource/gaap2001.pdf, 2001
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1. Accounting may differ from what is required by IAS
because of the absence of specific rules on
recognition and measurement;

No specific rules requiring disclosures;

Inconsistencies between national and IAS rules that
could lead to differences for many enterprises in
certain areas; and

4. In certain enterprises, these other issues could lead
to difference from IAS.

In a study issued by Ding, Y. et al. in 2006, the authors
use the results of the prior mentioned survey by
grouping these into two dimensions of the difference:
absence and divergence. The results for the first and the
second groups above are considered as absence
dimension, while the third and the forth groups are
included in the divergence dimension.

The authors also present some potential determinants of
differences between domestic accounting standards and
international accounting standards. Among the factors
that can be linked to the absence and divergence, there
are included the legal origin, ownership concentration,
economic development, importance of accounting
profession and importance of equity markets.

In terms of legal origin, the authors argue that “we could
expect that the accounting standards are more
developed in common law countries than in code law
countries, therefore the absence index should be lower
for common law countries™'. The explanation is given
through the fact that, if we correlate the use of financial
statements to the funding of the activity, some important
users of the financial statements in the common law
countries would be the public shareholders which are
likely to require various information, while in code law
countries, the main source of funding seem to be
provided by employees, banks and government, so
mostly inside players that can obtain the information

1 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.10

Nr. 5(125)/2015

directly from the management. Also, a negative
correlation with the common law is met in terms of
divergence, considering that the transparency assured
for the public shareholders is also in line with the
expectations of the most of the other users of the
financial statements.

Regarding the ownership concentration, it is argued that
the more diffused and varied the ownership structure is,
the highest is the demand for quality and complexity of
reporting2. Thus, it seems that a structure characterized
by a highly concentrated ownership can be subject to a
high level of absence. Regarding the divergence level,
the authors explain that the correlation is open to
interpretations and thus, no sign of the correlation is
given as being generally predictable3.

The economic development is negatively correlated to
the level of absence. This is explained by the fact that
while a developed economy needs a complex set of
standards to cover several types of transactions, a less
developed economy would only use part of such
standards, correlated with a more limited number of
types of transactions. However, by describing the
developed economies as being more confident in their
domestic accounting standards and as focusing more on
these, while a developing country will be more open to
use an international reporting framework in order to
attract foreign funding, the authors draw a positive link
between the divergence level and the degree of
economic development?.

The importance of equity markets is negatively linked to
the degree of absence. A developed equity market is
correlated with a complex accounting system which
requires a comprehensive set of standards. The same
sign is predicted in terms of divergence, as an economy
with a developed equity market would benefit from a

2 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http:/ssr.com/
abstract=869844, p.12

3 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.13

4 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.14
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transparent accounting system which is also in line with
the international equity markets'.

The importance of accounting profession is negatively
linked to the expected degree of absence. This is
explained by the fact that a less developed accounting
profession, characterized by a low level of knowledge
and experience, would lead to the use of a less
comprehensive set of standards. As the correlation in
terms of divergence is open to interpretations, no sign of
the correlation is defined as predictable by the authors?.

The following section is scoped for analyzing the
absence and divergence dimensions of difference in
Romania. The analysis is made by comparing the
Romanian treatment stated in OMFP 1802/2014 with the
IFRS. We will refer to the Romanian accounting
regulations using the abbreviation RAS.

In order to determine the inconsistencies between RAS
and IFRS, we analyzed, as a starting point, the financial
statements of several companies which issued both
statutory and IFRS-based financial statements and then
scrutinized the OMFP 1802/2014 on particular areas in
order to compare it with the IFRS treatment. We did not
classify as divergences the situations for which one
framework provides several possibilities in comparison
with the other framework, but having at least one option
in common.

Although the below presentation of the absence and
divergence points is not scoped to offer the complete list
of the inconsistencies between RAS and IFRS, we
consider that it can be seen as a reasonable evidence
for concluding that significant steps are still needed to be
made in order to achieve convergence or harmonization
with the IFRS.

1 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p.15

2 Ding Y. et al, Differences between Domestic Accounting
Standards and IAS: Measurement, Determinants and
Implications, 2006, available on-line at http://ssm.com/
abstract=869844, p. 12-15
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Inconsistencies that may lead to differences between
financial statements issued according to RAS vs. IAS
(divergence points):

v’ Transactions recorded for the exchange of assets:
Regarding the exchange of assets, RAS (OMFP
1802/2014) require the recording of the transactions
related to the two operations: the disposal of the old
asset and the purchase of the new one. Meanwhile,
IAS 16 states that the cost of the asset should be
assessed at fair value, excepting the cases when
the transaction do not have a commercial
substance or when the fair values of none of the
assets subject of the transactions can be reliably
measured.

v’ Fixed assets purchase with the payment
deferred beyond normal credit terms:
According to IAS 16, in the case of purchasing a
fixed asset for which the payment is deferred
beyond the normal credit terms, the value obtained
from the difference between the cash price
equivalent and the total payment has to be
recognized as an interest over the whole period of
credit, excepting the cases when the requirements
of IAS 23 are applicable and the interest is
capitalized in the cost of the asset. Also, a market
rate must be used for discounting the future
payments. If applying RAS (OMFP 1802/2014),
there is no mention related to the discounting of the
future payments deferred beyond normal credit
terms and there is no specific requirement provided
for the treatment of the difference occurred between
the price and the total payment in such conditions.
v" Depreciation (depreciated value, starting period for
depreciation, end of period for depreciation,
interruption of period for depreciation, period
impacted by the change of depreciation method):

A. Depreciated value

According to RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), the value to be
depreciated is the cost of the asset, while when applying
IAS 16, the base for depreciation is the cost less the
residual value.

B. Starting period for depreciation

The starting period for depreciation, as per RAS (OMFP
1802/2014), is the next month after the asset is put in
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function. According to IAS 16, the depreciation is
recorded starting the date of availability of the asset for
being used.

C. Interruption of depreciation

The financial statements issued according to the
Romanian law (OMFP 1802/2014) can be impacted by
the treatment of the assets in conservation. This means
that, according to each company’s internal policy, either
a depreciation expense or an expense related to the
impairment noticed can be registered. If applying IAS 16,
the depreciation continues also over the idle period of
the asset.

D. End of depreciation period

The depreciation of the asset is recorded until the full
recovery of the cost, in accordance with Romanian law
(OMFP 1802/2014). Meanwhile, when applying IFRS, a
depreciation expense must stop being recorded in given
situations, such as transferring the asset in the category
of non-current assets held for sale (IFRS 5).

E. The period impacted by the change of the
depreciation method

The change of the depreciation method is seen as a
change of an accounting policy according to Romanian
law (OMFP 1802/2014), while the IFRS treat this as a
change of an estimate, leading to the impact in the
financial statements being recorded in different periods.
By applying the Romanian policy, the change of
depreciation method will impact the financial years
starting the one after the year during which the changing
decision was took. Meanwhile, the same change treated
under IFRS should be recognized starting the period
during which the change was approved.

v" Goodwill treatment :

As per RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), the companies whose
assets include goodwill must depreciate it during a
maximum period of 5 years or, in exceptional situations
when the useful life of it cannot be reliable estimated,
the depreciation can be extended on a longer period, but
on less than 10 years. However, if applying IFRS, the
goodwill must not be depreciated. IAS 36 states that an
annually impairment test should be performed for the
goodwill and, if there is the case of recording an
impairment, such loss cannot be subsequently reversed.

v" Commercial discounts :

According to RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), the commercial
discounts received after the date of invoicing must
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impact the cost of the corresponding inventories, except
for the case when these inventories were already
disposed, in this case the discounts being recorded on a
specific account (609) separately disclosed in the
Income Statement. Meanwhile, IAS 2 does not mention
different treatments depending on the moment of
disposal of the inventories, but all commercial discounts
received must impact the purchase cost.

v" Classification of assets held for sale:

If applying RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), the properties held
in order to be sold in the ordinary course of the activity
or the ones which are supporting certain workings in
order to be proper for selling, are treated as inventories.
Also, if the use of a fixed asset is changed and it
supports certain workings in order to be prepared for
selling, the asset is transferred to the inventories
category. According to IFRS, the assets classified as
held for sale are separately presented in the category of
non-current assets (e.g. Assets classified as held for
sale). In order to be classified as held for sale, a plan of
selling the asset must exist and the management must
be committed to it, the asset must be immediately
available for selling, an active process of identifying a
buyer must be started, the sale must be highly probable
in no more than 12 months after classification as an
asset held for sale (with certain exceptions), the asset
must be actively marketed in order to be sold, having
attributed a price which is reasonable comparing to its
fair value and, also, the necessary actions to complete
the selling plan must indicate that significant changes to
the plan or the withdrawal of it are unlikely.

v" Construction contracts:

According to RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), the construction
contracts are not treated as a separate matter, but these
are considered to be subject of the inventories category
treatment. If applying IFRS, the distinct standard IAS 11
Construction Contracts states a specific treatment for
this type of elements, while the amounts generated by
the corresponding transactions are required to be
separately disclosed in the Current Assets/Liabilities
category (e.g. Amounts due from customers under
construction contracts, respectively Amounts due to
customers under construction contracts).

v" Leasing contracts — criteria for classification of a
leasing as a financial leasing:

1 http://www.iasplus.com/en/standards/ifrs/ifrs5
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Overall, the criteria for recognizing a leasing as a
financial leasing according to RAS (OMFP 1802/2014)
are similar with the requirements of IAS 17. However,
while one of the RAS conditions states that the total
value of the leasing instalments, net of accessory
expenses, has to be higher than or equal to the entry
value of the good (purchasing cost paid by the lessor),
IAS 17 states that at the beginning of the lease, the
present value of minimum lease payments has to be at
least substantially equal to the fair value of the asset.

v' Leasing contracts — leaseback treatment:

According to RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), if a leaseback
operation leads to a financial leasing, the lessor will not
record any revenue or disposal of the asset, as the
operation is considered a mean of funding the lessee.
The lessor will only recognize an asset (cash or
receivable) at the same time with a liability of the same
value. On the other hand, if applying IAS 17, any gain
that exceeds the carrying amount will be deferred and
amortised over the lease term.

v" Deferred tax assets/liabilities:

While IAS 12 mentions detailed criteria for the
accounting treatment (recognition, evaluation,
disclosure) applicable for deferred tax assets and
deferred tax liabilities, generated by the temporary
differences between the carrying amounts and the tax
bases, according to RAS (OMFP 1802/2014), provisions
for taxes must be recognized for the future amounts to
be paid to the State, if these amounts are not disclosed
as a liability to the State. RAS do not mention any
specific criteria for the accounting treatment of these, but
the applicable rules for provisions must be used.

Lack of specific rules that may lead to differences
between financial statements issued according to RAS
vs. IAS (absence points):

— Interms of fixed assets, the concept of residual
value does not exist according to RAS (OMFP
1802/2014);

— There is no requirement regarding the discounting
of the future revenues in the case of the deferred
receipt of receivables, according to RAS (OMFP
1802/2014);

— There are no specific treatments mentioned for
post-employment benefit plans (defined contribution
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plans and defined benefit plans), if applying RAS
(OMFP 1802/2014);

— There are no specific requirements regarding the
earnings per share, as per RAS (OMFP 1802/2014);

— There are no specific requirements regarding the
concept of discontinued operations, as per RAS
(OMFP 1802/2014);

— There are no particular requirements regarding the
share-based payment transactions, as per RAS
(OMFP 1802/2014);

— The concept of cash-generating unit is not used as
per RAS (OMFP 1802/2014);

— The concept of operating segments is not
mentioned in RAS (OMFP 1802/2014).

Legal origin

Romania is a civil law system country. According to the
website of The Central Intelligence Agency, the civil law
system is also called the “European continental law™. It
is characterized mainly by the fact that “the laws are
organized into systematic written codes” and “the
sources recognized as authoritative are principally
legislation”. The Constitution is the basic law in
Romania, while the judicial system is based on the Civil
Code, Civil Procedure Code and the Penal and Penal
Procedure Codes. The assumption that the level of
absence and divergence dimensions of difference is
expected to be higher for code law countries can be
reasonably confirmed.

Ownership concentration

In a study performed in 2010 regarding the ownership
structure in Romania, it is concluded that, in general,
Romania can be considered as being characterized by a
concentrated ownership. The result is based on an
analysis performed on a sample of 70 companies listed
on the Bucharest Stock Exchange on 30 June 2010.
One of the assumptions taken into consideration is that

1 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
fields/2100.htm|
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“according to Romanian legislation, a blockholder or
significant holder is one that holds at least 10% of the
company’s social capital or of its voting rights or that has
the possibility to exert a significant influence on the
decision making process during the general assembly of
shareholders or within the board of directors™. The
results of the analysis show that “in more than a quarter
of the companies, blockholders own more than 80% of
the shares of the company”, “out of 70 listed companies,
63 (90%) had at least one blockholder, but only 13
(18.6%) had at least three blockholders with only one
company having as much as five significant
shareholders (not reported)” and “moreover, in 46 of the
companies, the total holdings of the first two
blockholders are higher than 50%"2. The overall
conclusion drawn is that “in the companies listed on the
BSE, ownership is concentrated in the hands of two
shareholders, out of which the top owner has a
considerably larger share than the second™.

Another study regarding the ownership concentration in
Romania confirms the above conclusions. It is shown
that from a sample of 334 statistical observations from
the Bucharest Stock Exchange over the period 2007-
2011, “on average, the percentage of shares held by the
largest shareholder is very high (55.3%)” and that “as
regards the second and the third largest shareholder,
both average and maximum values of their
shareholdings are much lower than those of the largest
shareholder™, facts that lead to the conclusion that the
companies listed on the Bucharest Stock Exchange are
“characterized by a highly concentrated ownership™.

' Pand, R.M., Ownership structure in Romanian Listed
Companies - a Corporate Governance and Corporate
Performance Perspective, available on-line at http://pure.
au.dk/portal/files/13934/thesis.pdf, 2010, p.26.

2 Pana, RM., Ownership structure in Romanian Listed
Companies - a Corporate Governance and Corporate
Performance Perspective, available on-line at http://pure.
au.dk/portal/files/13934/thesis.pdf, 2010, p.27.

3 Pana, R.M., Ownership structure in Romanian Listed
Companies - a Corporate Governance and Corporate
Performance Perspective, available on-line at http://pure.
au.dk/portalffiles/13934/thesis.pdf, 2010, p.27.

4 Vintild G. et. al., The Effects of Ownership Concentration
and Origin of Listed Firms’ Value: Empirical Evidence from
Romania, Romanian Journal of Economic Forecasting, XVII
(3), p.51-71, 2014, p.60.

5 Vintila G. et. al., The Effects of Ownership Concentration
and Origin of Listed Firms’ Value: Empirical Evidence from
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The assumption that a higher level of ownership
concentration would lead to higher level of absence can
be reasonably confirmed.

Economic development

The Gross Domestic Product for Romania was
estimated by the National Institute of Statistics at a
rounded value of 637.583 million RON for 2013, with an
estimated increase of +3.4% compared to 2012.
According to The World Bank’s website, for the year
2015, Romania is classified as an upper-middle-income
economy, while the International Statistical Institute
includes Romania in the list of developing countries for
the same year. The assumption regarding the negative
correlation between the economic development and the
level of absence can be reasonably confirmed.

Importance of the equity market

According to a study performed in 2012 with the purpose
of assessing the influence of the financial crisis on the
Romanian capital market, it is concluded that,
considering the uncertainty that defines the national and
international context at this time, the Bucharest Stock
Exchange has the main objectives related to the
increase of the liquidity level and to the gain of new
investors on the market, encouraging the local
companies to absorb the new shares and bonds issued.
However, it is also concluded that, in terms of market
capitalization, Romania is one of the last among the
European countries and that the depth of the capital
market is quite low, which makes it less attractive for the
main foreign investors. Moreover, the financial crisis that
affected the last years’ economy had a visible negative
impact on the equity markett.

However, a research performed on a similar topic in
2014 shows that the Bucharest Stock Exchange
managed to register a positive and constant level of
development during the years of recession. This feature
led to an increase in the level of confidence of the
investors regarding the potential of the Romanian
market. Still, the foreign capital lately entered in the
Romanian market is less significant in comparison with

Romania, Romanian Journal of Economic Forecasting, XVII
(3), p-51-71, 2014, p.68.

6 Badea, L., Impactul crizei financiare asupra piefei de capital
din Roménia in context European, Economie teoretica si
aplicata, Vol. XIX, No 3(568), 2012, p.38.
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other investments performed in Central and Eastern
Europe'. The assumption regarding the negative
correlation between the importance of the equity
markets and the level of absence and divergence can be
reasonably confirmed.

Importance of the accounting profession

Approaches like exercising professional judgment or
defining assumptions for estimating provisions are more
associated with international frameworks, rather than
with the Romanian local regulations. Although important
steps have been made in terms of developing an
accounting profession in line with the international
requirements, still a significant number of accounting
professionals remained focused on strictly applying the
local accounting rules and regulations in place. As a
result, the accounting behavior is less based on applying
past experience and professional judgments and more
limited to directly perform the instructions provided by
the local standards.

If looking back into the evolution of accounting, in the 19th
century, “Romania produced only a minor culture,
consisting mainly of takeovers and adaptations from the
West” and “the first Romanian legal regulations on
accounting for business were also all copied from the
western countries regulations™. Further, the Romanian
economy registered an increase in the industrialization
level and then became more as “an agrarian economy’,
followed by more than 4 decades of centralization. The
transition from a centralized economy to an economic
environment based on a free market would have been
easier if Romania had had an authentic accounting school
to allow a quite fast defining of a normalization body*.

According to recent research, although the Romanian
accounting is in line with the main international
frameworks, there are also several features which
remained from the local culture and practice and “the

1 Boghean, C., Features of the capital market’s evolution in
Romania in the context of the turbulences produced by the
financial crisis, The USV Annals of Economics and Public
Administration, Vol. 14, Issue 2(20), 2014, p.65

2 lonascu, M. et. al., IFRS adoption in developing countries:
the case of Romania, Accounting and Management
Information Systems, Vol. 13, No. 2, 2014, p.313.

3 lonascu, M. et. al., IFRS adoption in developing countries:
the case of Romania, Accounting and Management
Information Systems, Vol. 13, No. 2, 2014, p.314.

4 Feleaga, N. et. al., Quelques propos sur la reforme
comptable. Le cas de Roumanie, The Annals of Oradea
University 3, 2009, p.959.
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normative background for the profession remains limited
mainly to the legal requirements for compliance™. It is
predicted that “the Romanian accounting profession will
remain for some time with differential roles and image’.
The assumption regarding the negative correlation
between the importance of the accounting profession
and the level of absence and divergence can be
reasonably confirmed.

Although the Romanian local regulations in terms of
accounting were recently updated through the issue of
the OMFP 1802/2014, still there are several
inconsistencies between these and IFRS. Such
differences are confirmed also for other emerging
countries, not only in the complex survey GAAP 2001,
but also in recent articles and publications.

In the case of Romania, the correlations between the
potential determinants of the differences between DAS
and IAS presented in the research of Ding Y. et al. and
the level of the dimensions of difference (absence and
divergence) seem to be the similar with the ones
mentioned in the prior mentioned research. The absence
and the divergence indexes seem to be higher for civil
law countries, than for common law countries. A high
level of ownership concentration and a quite low
importance associated with the accounting profession
are correlated with a high degree of absence. The
degree of divergence and the one of absence are
negatively correlated with the equity market
development level. The economic development is also
negatively correlated with the degree of absence.

Thus, the case of Romania can be seen as a reasonable
additional confirmation of the correlation between the
potential determinants of the differences between DAS
and |AS and the level of the dimensions of difference,
absence and divergence, presented in the research of
Ding Y. at al.

5 Albu, N., Exploring the Recent Evolution of the Accounting
Profession in Romania - an institutional approach,
Accounting and Management Information Systems, Vol.12,
No.4, 2013, p.549.

6 Albu, N., Exploring the Recent Evolution of the Accounting
Profession in Romania - an institutional approach,
Accounting and Management Information Systems, Vol.12,
No.4, 2013, p.549.
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Abstract

Changes in accounting and tax laws require continuous
adaptation of tax and accounting policies of economic
entities to the new regulations, which solicits continuous
improvement of the expertise of professional
accountants involved in various specific tasks, such as,
for example: book-keeping, preparing tax returns or
even financial audit. Based on these considerations, this
study proposes to answer some questions related to
possible additional costs generated by adapting
companies’ accounting and tax systems to the new
regulations. To answer these questions statistical
methods were used, such as surveys of professional
accountants, and representatives of the management
bodies of economic entities. After centralizing results,
the paper shows that, in general, additional costs
resulting from changes in accounting and tax legislation
are supported by professional accountants, and, to a
small degree, by the entities surveyed. Among the
factors generating these results, the paper emphasises
the lack of provisions in the service or employment
contracts regarding fees (salaries) renegotiations in
respect to legislative changes, but also to increasing
responsibility of accounting professionals for the
activities developed within their tasks.
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The environment where economic entities operate
requires continuous legislative adaptation to the new
realities. This would create new legislation, repeal or
amend existing laws. To answer their missions,
professional accountants are forced to continuously
improve their professional knowledge and to apply the
new accounting and tax rules to practical cases. This
requires them to allocate additional time and material
resources, such as in the case of preparing
supplementary financial and tax reports in addition to the
existing ones at a time, adapting software programs, or
applying new accounting policies. Based on these
considerations, the general research objective of this
study is to determine if changes in economic legislation
generate additional costs and, in the affirmative, to
establish whether it is the economic entities or the
professional accountants that bear these costs. To
answer this question, a series of statistical surveys are
performed in order to capture the attitude of the
accounting profession, but also of the management of
economic entities, on the potential costs generated by
changes in accounting and tax regulations.

The concepts of accounting and tax law changes are
presented in several papers. Thus, John Locke evokes
in his work the stability of tax rules, states having to
govern based on predetermined laws (John Locke,
1823). According to Adam Smith, when the tax laws
change repeatedly and are not certain, taxes that must
be paid are left to the discretion of tax authorities, which
may increase taxes on people they do not sympathize or
they can reduce them for privileged taxpayers. Taxation
uncertainty encourages insolvency and promotes
corruption (Adam Smith, 1776). In the paper entitled
Audit Committee Compensation and the Demand for
Monitoring of the Financial Reporting Process, Engel et
al. (2009) approached the issue of audit committee
compensation in relation with the monitoring of financial
reporting, showing that there is a direct relationship
between the two variables. In the paper entitled Taxes
and Audit Quality, Pummerer et al. (2013) studied the
relationship between the level of fees and audit quality,
revealing also a direct relationship. Thus, as the tax law
enforcement risk is higher, the greater is the effort made
by the auditors, which increases audit quality (Pummerer
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Erich et al., 2013). Michael Minnis, in the study entitled
The Value of Verification in Debt Financing: Evidence
from Private U.S. Firms, addressed the issue of
financing costs of US companies in relation with the
quality of financial statements verification. The study
results show that there is an inverse relationship
between financial statements verification and costs of
debt, as interest and bank charges are lower for
companies with financial statements rigorously checked
(Minnis, 2011). Vazakidis et al. (2010) developed a
study entitled Measuring Investors’ Reaction to the
Adoption of International Financial Reporting Standards
in Greece, Using a Market-Based Model, with the
purpose to highlight the main differences between
international and Greek accounting standards. The study
found that, after the restatement of financial statements
in accordance with IFRS, financial results of the 90
companies investigated are different from those
presented in the financial statements prepared in
compliance with national rules, and that investors'
decisions are influenced by the restatement of financial
statements (Vazakidis et al., 2010). In the paper entitled
Modelling Issues in the Relationship Between Audit and
Non-Audit Fees, Adelopo |. approached aspects of audit
fees and non-audit fees. To justify research results, the
author has developed a model of simultaneous
equations, the entities investigated being listed on the
London Stock Exchange. The findings of this study can
be used to enhance knowledge on the financial auditor
role in the corporate governance mechanism (Adelopo
Ismail, 2008).

To achieve the research objectives, a number of
quantitative and qualitative methods were used. Firstly,
a series of laws which significantly affect the activity of
professional accountants were selected, such as: the
Accounting Law no. 82/1991, the Order of the Ministry of
Public Finance no. 3055/2009 and the Law no. 571/2003
regarding the Fiscal Code. Within these laws, a series of
articles that have great applicability in practice and
which had undergone significant changes in recent
years were selected. Among these, we mention the
regulations referring to financial reporting, to the
transposition of accounts based on the new national
chart, , to the reclassification of a micro economic
entities into the category of taxable profit entities, to the
application of the new VAT cashing system, and to those
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relating to the preparation of tax returns. The research
was conducted between December 1, 2014 - March 30,
2015, and the 100 subjects of the study were
professional accountants, but also economic entities.
Thus, 50 professional accountants were selected (active
members of professional bodies operating individually,
but also employees, non-members or non-active
members of professional bodies) and 50 companies, to
which a series of questionnaires were administrated,
including questions such as:

e Does the reclassification of the economic entity into
another type of company, by exceeding the size
criteria, such as the magnitude of the turnover, total
assets and the number of employees, determine the
renegotiation of the service/employment contract,
taking into account that another type of financial
reporting should be prepared, and transpositions
according to the new chart of accounts have to be
made?

e Inthe transition from the status of microenterprise to
that of a company paying taxes on profit, which
requires additional human effort, is the services
(employment) contract renegotiated according to
the additional costs?

¢ Did the application of the VAT cashing system,
introduced by the Government Ordinance no. 15 of
August 23, 2012, require additional costs to adapt the
information system to the new reporting
requirements? In this sense, have there been further
efforts to develop an analytical system for recording
nonchargeable VAT for each sale or purchase
invoice, and did accounting professionals request a
corresponding supplementary fee (salary)?

e  Given the requirements for additional tax reporting
(new tax return forms), was there an increase in the
efforts put forward by professional accountants, and
if yes, did they requested a corresponding increase
in their fee (salary)?

e Is there a need for continuous improvement of the
expertise of professional accountants, including the
one regarding changes in accounting regulations,
and does this determine the eventual allocation of
additional time resources for studying legislative
changes?

1 Government Ordinance no. 15 of 23 August 2012 amending
and supplementing Law no. 571/2003 regarding the Fiscal
Code, published in Official Gazette no. 621 of August 29, 2012
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For data processing, for each questioned subject
(professional accountant) a total scoring was computed,
based on their answers. The test scoring was based on
the questions presented above, and the final values
were determined according to the following
mathematical model:

The function regarding the estimation of the
changes in the accounting related services costs,
taking into account the changes in the accounting
and tax laws: Fj(C)

We define the function:
F: Z+* — Z+* where
Fi(Co) = {F(81,82,85,84, ..., 8) | 0 Fi(cew) < 10} and
F(31), F(82), F(33) F(34), ..., F(3) €[0; 2], i € [0;%],
Jj €[0;50] and
F(Cetv) = f(31)+ f(82) +f(d3)+ f(34)+ ...+ f(5),
where

d1represents the estimated value of the parameter
checking the condition on the necessary continuous
improvement of accounting professionals expertise,
taking into account the changes in accounting and tax
laws, thereby causing the allocation of additional
resources;

d2represents the estimated value of the parameter
checking whether the companies’ exceeding size
criteria influence professional accountants missions,
resulting in increased costs of accounting services;

dsrepresents the estimated value of the parameter
checking whether switching from the micro-entity
taxation system, to a profit tax system influence
professional accountants missions, causing additional
resources;

d4represents the estimated value of the parameter
checking whether the changes in the legislation
concerning inactive taxpayers influence professional
accountants’ missions, causing the allocation of
additional resources;

dsrepresents the estimated value of the parameter
checking whether the transition of an entity from the
normal VAT taxation regulations to the new VAT
cashing system influences professional accountants
missions, causing the allocation of additional
resources;

direpresents the estimated value of the parameter
checking whether the changes in accounting and tax
regulations, in general, operated by accounting
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professionals influence their missions, causing the
allocation of additional resources.

The results of this study reveal that the majority of
professional accountants agree that continuous
improvement of their expertise is a necessity, a
prerequisite for the success of their missions. At the
same time, all respondents agree that changes of
taxation and accounting legislation require, first of all,
additional time effort, resulting in increased costs for
accounting professionals. As regards these additional
costs, research results show that the majority of
professional accountants do not initiate contract
renegotiations to cover the costs of supplementary
accounting related services induced by legislative
changes. Detailed results are presented below:.

Thus, all professional accountants surveyed answered
affirmatively to the question concerning the increasing
complexity of accounting and taxation tasks induced by
the introduction of the VAT cashing system in 2013,
through the Government Ordinance no. 15 of August 23,
2012. They justified their answers by the fact that the
mandatory and not voluntary (initial) application of the
VAT cashing system required, first of all, adapting
software programs to the new tax provisions, which
generated an additional cost. With regard to bearing this
cost, the study shows that, for companies that have
organized accounting services in distinct departments,
based on contracts of employment, software costs were
borne by the respective companies. Unlike these, for
80% of the companies which externalised accounting
services, based on service contracts, the costs of
adjusting software programs were supported by
professional accountants. As regards the allocation of
additional time in the case of the new VAT cashing
system, the subjects questioned responded that main
activities which generated allocation of extra work-time
were: keeping separate records for VAT related to
unpaid sales and purchase invoices. Even in the case of
larger companies, that did not apply the new VAT
cashing system, as they exceeded the size criteria
established by regulations, professional accountants had
to put in extra-work time, as it was necessary to
separately account for the unpaid purchase invoices,
received from a taxpayer which did apply the VAT
cashing system. Extra effort was also needed for
periodically checking the size criteria to register
companies as taxpayers applying or not the new VAT
cashing system. As regards potential raises of fees
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(salaries) due to the increased costs induced by the
changes in accounting and tax regulations, over 85% of
the subjects questioned answered that they hadn'’t
requested such raises, as there were no such provisions
stipulated in their service or employment contracts,
although they felt justified in benefiting from such
increases. As regards legislative changes concerning
inactive taxpayers, 80% of the population surveyed
responded that they had applied such provisions, which
entailed additional efforts because it was necessary to
permanently monitor the classification of a taxpayer in
the inactive category. In this respect, the subjects
questioned responded that their responsibility increased
as regards the practical application of this regulation, as,
in accordance with the applicable laws, transactions with
an inactive taxpayer are reconsidered by the tax
authorities, all VAT being considered non-deductible,
together with all related expenses. To the question
related to the generation of possible additional costs,
96% of the subjects surveyed responded that legislative
changes induced increased costs, for which, however,
they didn’t request any compensation, although they
registered an increase in their responsibility.

In what concerns changing the entities’ taxation status
from microenterprises to companies subject to tax on
income, the results show that 76% of professional
accountants applied the rules relating to microenterprises,
and that 96% of them consider their missions to be more
complex and to imply greater responsibility in conversing
a company’ status to a company subjected to a tax on
profit. Respondents supported their answers by
mentioning the filing of the additional 101 corporate tax
report, preparing the new tax register, but also their
increasing responsibility regarding classifying items of
expenses as tax-deductible. As in the previous cases, to
the question concerning additional costs, most of the
subjects questioned responded that the application of
these rules generated additional costs, but 90% of them
did not request an increase in their fees or salaries for this
reason.

As regards the preparation of new types of financial
reporting due to the changes in the accounting regulations,
60% of the subjects surveyed, members of professional
bodies, stated that, the entity’s classification in another
class of companies, by exceeding the size criteria, such as
the value of the turnover, total assets and number of
employees, induces them to propose to the management
bodies of their customers renegotiations of their services
contracts, as opposed to only 20% of accounting profe-
ssionals employed based on labour contracts, requesting
such negotiations. On the question of the complexity of the
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work mentioned, the majority of respondents answered
that it is mainly related to the transposition of accounts’
balances under the new chart of accounts, but also to the
preparation of detailed financial reports.

The study results show that accounting professionals
must continuously improve their expertise in order to
provide quality services, authorities being forced to
adapt accounting and tax legislation to the new
economic realities. In general, this requires human effort
and additional resources, generating costs, which, in
most cases, are supported by professional accountants,
along with the continued growth of their responsibility.

Considering the results of the study, we believe that the

research can be extended, allowing for predictions about
the evolution of the accounting profession, through the
continuous increase of duties and responsibility of its
members, while maintaining constant the level of their
compensations, or even decreasing them. The results of
this study can serve to professional accountants, to
correctly assess their rights and obligations assumed in
the contracts which they conclude with their customers.
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Abstract

As technology is rapidly evolving, new risks and
challenges arise. International standards and legislation
are meant to support the secure development and use of
the newly deployed technologies. As cloud computing
technology is taken into consideration by more and more
companies and individuals, the question that authors try
to answer is: do standards and regulations manage to
stay in line with the technological evolution? The study
has two components: the theoretical perspective is
based on the review of specialised literature and the
analysis of the main international standards and
regulations’ provisions, while the empirical perspective is
based on the authors’ international professional
experience and the companies’ publicly reported
information. The article is aiming to analyse the gap
between the rapid technological evolution and the
supporting standards and legislation in terms of
assurance, reliance and information security.

Keywords: cloud computing, standards, security,
IT risks, assurance
JEL Classification: 033, M42
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Technology is rapidly evolving as a response to the
business’ needs and requirements for cost cutting,
processes automation and timely availability of up-to-
date information. Thus, concepts such as cloud
computing, cloud accounting, real-time reporting have
been developed to support the needs of companies
regardless of their size, business sector or geographical
location.

More and more companies chose to move their
operational and support processes towards cloud
computing due to the advantages the technology brings
(A Kumar, 2012).

In 2012, a study performed by Cloud Security Alliance
(CSA) and Information Security Audit and Control
Association (ISACA), Cloud Computing Maturity Study,
surveyed 252 participants (cloud users, cloud service
providers and consultants) from 48 countries in order to
reveal the greatest advantages and main challenges
with regards to the cloud computing technology. The
study shows that the cost reduction opportunity is the
main reason for which companies chose to adopt cloud
computing technology for their businesses, followed by
the flexibility, time to market as well as increased
efficiency and productivity.

Among the challenges that cloud computing technology
brings, some of the greatest concerns companies need
to face are regarding data ownership, control and thus,
information security (CSA and ISACA, Cloud Computing
Maturity Study, 2012).

Three different main cloud models have been defined
throughout the development of cloud computing
technology (M. J. Kavis, 2014; R. Singh, P. Patel and B.
Sahoo, 2014):

— SaaS (Softare as a Service) is a cloud model based
on the fact that the users access, through web-
based interfaces, applications that run on a cloud
infrastructure. In this model, most of the
infrastructure (hardware and software) is usually
managed and controlled by the service provider.

— PaaS (Platform as a Service) supports client
managed and controlled applications on service
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provided infrastructure. The hardware, storage and
operating systems are usually managed and
controlled by the cloud provider, while the
applications are under the ownership and control of
the company.

— laaS (Infrastructure as a Service) is a cloud model
providing users with a platform (networks, servers,
etc.) for the clients to run their own managed
operating systems and applications. Thus, the client
has control over the applications, storage and
operating system) while the service provider
manages and controls the infrastructure (network,
servers, etc.).

Nevertheless, more and more related services are
developed as a technological response to the market
demand. For example, Security as a Service or Risk
Assessment as a Service are gaining more and more
ground for cloud computing users that need to support
their services with trustful security controls.

Depending on the company’s preferences in terms of
costs and sharing, the following cloud types may be
deployed (Y.Brar et al, 2014):

— Public cloud is used through sharing resources with
other the general public/other companies. Usually,
the users are not specifically aware of the other
users sharing the cloud, which is managed by the
service provider.

—  Community cloud is represented by a group of
users/companies known as a “community” due to
the fact that they share interests, policies, security
requirements, etc.

— Private cloud is dedicated to serving a single
company/entity.

— Hybrid results from combining characteristics of two
or more cloud models (public, community, private).

Although the public cloud poses the most questions with
regards to the information security, all models seem to
bring a certain concern with regards to risks arising from
sharing the data and control with third parties (W. Fan,
S. Yang, J. Pei, H.Luo, 2012).

Cloud computing technology brings a series of important
advantages that may lead to process optimisation, cost
cutting and better support the IT governance as for
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aligning to the business strategy. The National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST) defines cloud
computing as “a model for enabling ubiquitous,
convenient, on-demand network access to a shared pool
of configurable computing resources (e.g. networks,
servers, storage, applications, and services) that can be
rapidly provisioned and released with minimal
management effort or service provider interaction”.
Analysing the definition, the main advantages of cloud
computing are easily identifiable: on-demand self-
service that may lead to cost reduction due to pay-as-
you-use facility, wider access (not limited by physical
location, and only conditioned by internet access),
elasticity and scalability. Nevertheless, the same
definition could easily lead to describing the main
challenges cloud computing involves. Due to the “shared
pool of (...) resources”, new issues arise comparing to
the traditional model, in which data control and
ownership was solely in the hands of the company: who
is responsible, and to what extent, for the storage,
management and security of data?

With the development of cloud computing technology,
specific risks arise, and specific controls need to be
designed for ensuring the security of information
managed and stored through cloud computing technology
(S. Pearson and G. Yee, 2012; S. Ahmad et al, 2012),
audits also need to be adapted to the requirements and
particularities of the cloud environment.

Although according to Eurostat results, by the end of
2014 Romania was placed last among the European
Union states in terms of cloud computing services usage
among companies (less than 10% of the companies),
concepts such as cloud computing, cloud accounting or
mobile accounting become more and more the subject
of media and specialised literature, as well as a daily
reality for more and more companies.

At the same time, the Ministry of Information Society
(MIS) has elaborated the Digital Agenda for Romania
aiming to support the development of Romanian
business environment competitivity, the increase of
public sector efficiency and reduce the social exclusion.
Lastly updated in July 2014, the Digital Agenda for
Romania foresees an investment focused on cloud
computing and social media for 2014-2020 timeframe for
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3% of the Operational Programme, the equivalent of 30
mil. EURO. MIS objectives regard the adoption of cloud
computing technology for supporting the public sector
activity and improving the services provided to the
citizens, the strategic direction being the one of aligning
with the European Union level trends.

In parallel, national organisations and associations
(RoCloud, EuroCloud, etc.) frequently organise public
events aiming to increase the general level of knowledge
and awareness of companies with regards to cloud
computing services and the potential advantages the
concept brings; therefore, more and more entities take
into account, rather due to group level requirements, or
based on their own decision, the migration of operational
and/or support processes towards cloud computing
technology.

Thus, it is crucial to adapt the audit and information
security regulation, standards and methodologies to the
technological evolution, especially considering the IT
environment dynamics and the fact that specific risks
arise with technological trends.

The study presents an overview of the gap between the
rapid technological evolution and the supporting
standards and regulations. Starting from the analysis of
the international standards, frameworks and regulations,
it aims to assess their coverage on the specific risks and
threats arising with the latest technological trends
supporting the companies’ processes and data.

The research is based on the review of specialised
literature and the provisions of the main international
standards and regulations, as well as the empirical
analysis of companies’ processes designed under the
influence and support of technology. Based on the
authors’ international professional experience and the
public information regarding companies’ means to
mitigate the IT risks to an acceptable level, the study
reveals the gap between technological evolution and the
supporting standards and regulations.

Assurance over information security may be presented
in many forms, depending on its purpose. The scope of
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assurance may differ in nature and extent, depending on
each of the customers’ demand. Audit missions
comprise of a set of planned procedures as for providing
a “reasonable level of assurance” in the audited scope
(e.g. financial operations, information systems based
processes, etc.) (L. Rittenberg, K. Johnstone, A.
Gramling, 2011).

The scope of the audit may vary from one company to
another, from one audit mission to another. For
example, the customers may need solely a general level
of assurance over the control shared with the supplier in
order to cover their security concerns regarding the
limited data stored via cloud. Other customers may
request more in-depth assurance in order to feed the
internal or external audit teams with sufficient and
relevant audit evidence. One more example could be
represented by companies who have migrated their
critical applications/data towards cloud computing, and
thus require assurance covering the risks able to
compromise the confidentiality, integrity and availability
of information.

Information assurance at a general level was defined by
Debra S. Hermann (2014) as “an engineering discipline
that provides a comprehensive and systematic approach
to ensuring that individual automated systems and
dynamic combinations of automated systems interact
and provide their specified functionality, no more and no
less, safely, reliably, and securely in the intended
operational environment(s)”.

In 2002, Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX) changed the
perspective upon audit, control and ownership of
information. Its provisions regarding the IT audit focus
on the systems, data and processes involved in the
preparation and presentation of the financial statements,
classifying controls into:

— IT general controls — focused on the general
assertion that programs, processes and controls are
designed and operating as for supporting reliable
financial information;

—  Application (specific) controls — focused on specific
controls (e.g. automated checks and validations,
etc.) for applications that support financial
processes (e.g. order to cash, purchase to pay,
consolidation and reporting, etc.).

With the technological evolution towards the use of
cloud computing, specific risks have arisen (Y. Chen, V.
Paxson, R. H. Kats, 2010; L. Vaquero, L. Rodero-
Merino, D. Moran, 2011). Main concerns are related to
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the sharing access and control with the service provider,
legal aspects (the issue of compliance when the data is
stored in a different country/state/region than the
company managing it), physical network being replaced
by virtual environments (internet access), etc.

There are, therefore, several aspects the audit needs to
additionally address when cloud computing services are
involved. Several standards, regulations and frameworks
were designed to address the cloud specific IT security
audits.

The best proof for this resides in the main differences
between the cloud computing technology and the
traditional model. For example, the traditional IT audits
are meant to present a snapshot of the IT environment
at the time of the review, which is suitable for an
environment where frequent major changes are least
expected. However, when considering the dynamic of
cloud computing technology as one of its main
characteristics, the traditional IT audits no longer seem
to fit the needs and purpose, and may thus fail to reflect
the reality. Moreover, the controls usually designed to
ensure the information security within the traditional
model may not be sufficient or suitable at all in the cloud.
That is why cloud IT audits should be based on a cloud
specific risk environment, and should focus on the
related controls.

With time, several standards and regulations have been
developed as for supporting, on one hand, the design
and implementation of information management, IT
governance and information security controls among the
cloud, and, on the other hand, the particularities of cloud
audit and assurance.

The following section outlines the development of the
standards and regulatory framework supporting the
security, control and audit as managed through cloud
computing technology.

Information security and data privacy is a universal
matter, addressed through different perspectives, from
laws and regulations to standards and frameworks. This
section presents the main standards, frameworks and
regulations governing the information security and data
privacy.

ITIL, or Information Technology Infrastructure Library,
comprises of a set of IT services management practices
also applicable for cloud computing technology.
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1SO 20000, ISO 27001, ISO 27001 provide international
guidance with regards to the management of IT function,
also including the security controls that may be
implemented by companies.

ISO 27017, I1SO 27018are a new set of standards
elaborated as for complementing ISO/IEC 27002 and
other ISO27k standards, aiming to offer international
guidance over the cloud computing information security.

CobiT is an ISACA framework supporting the IT
governance and management as for aligning them to the
business strategy and processes.

SSAE 16 is an audit standard for service providing
entities, focusing on security controls addressing
accountancy and financial operations.

Payment Card Industry (PCI) Data Security Standard
(DSS) is a security certification for entities using on-line
payment transactions.

CloudAudit A5(Automated Audit, Assertion,
Assessment and Assurance API) provides a common
interface for cloud computing suppliers to automate the
audit, assertions, assessment and assurance functions.
Standardised interfaces enable transparency and
interoperability as for avoiding lock-in situations.

CSA (Cloud Security Alliance) has elaborated the
Cloud Control Mattrix, comprising of a set of security
controls addressing the IT risks for cloud computing
technology, focusing on the following areas: compliance,
data governance, facility security, information security,
human resources, legal, risk management, operations
management, release management, resiliency and
security architecture. The framework aims to provide
guidance for risk assessment based on defining audit
attributes and classifying the service models and
infrastructure components per each attribute.

The National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) elaborated, under Guidelines on Security and
Privacy in Public Cloud Computing, a set of practices
and aspects to address for cloud customers.

The European Network and Information Security
Agency (ENISA) elaborated a survey-based guide for
risk assessment, Cloud Computing Security Risk
Assessment.

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) has designed a set of standards under the Guide
for Cloud Portability and Interoperability Profiles,

focusing on the interoperability between cloud providers.
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Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPPA) describes the policies that the cloud provider
should take into consideration, but does not foresee
specific security controls and requirements.

National laws and regulations apply for management
and storage of data, especially focusing on sensitive,
private information.

There is, without a doubt, a gap between the rapid
evolution of technology and the supporting standards
and regulations trying to keep up. In 2012, DLA Piper
Law Company performed a comparative study of the two
perspectives, and concluded that the governing laws
and regulations are left behind by the fast and
continuous progress of technology.

With the use of cloud computing and the use of internet-
based applications, one other issue arises: the
geographical limitation of the national legislation,
comparing to the widely and internationally managed
and shared data. For example, a company operating in
Romania using cloud-based applications to manage
their programs and data may find that the servers (data)
are physically located in a different country, or even a
different continent. The problem thus rising is how to
ensure full compliance with the regulations, given that
the national legislations have different provisions starting
from the definition of “sensitive information” or “private
data” and up to the data retention period, archiving and
audit provisions or other requirements.

Also, it has been proven that companies’ compliance to
some of the above mentioned standards may not prove
to be sufficient for supporting the confidentiality, integrity
and availability of information. One example can be
Amazon, who experienced serious security breaches
that lead to incidents, even if the entity was SAS 70 (that
was to be further developed into SSAE16) certified. One
other example is the PCI compliance, not specifically
requesting encryption of data. Other examples show that
standards are usually not enough to cover the IT risks
and vulnerabilities.

The gap may have been one of the reasons a new cloud
service model is being developed: Security as a Service
(SecaaS), developed by CSA as a set of international
standards meant to support “the provision of security
applications and services via the cloud either to cloud-
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based infrastructure and software or from the cloud to
customers’ on-premises systems”(CSA, 2011).

The standards are going more and more in-depth for
cloud computing provisions and best practices, as for
ensuring the right level of security in terms of access
management, data loss prevention, internet and e-mail
security, risk and security assessment audit, information
security, incident and intrusion management, encryption
and network security, business continuity and disaster
recovery. Nevertheless, the elaboration of such
standards, focused enough to cover all cloud computing
particularities, but wide enough to be applicable by all
companies (regardless of their size, business sector and
geographical position) and service providers (regardless
of the offered service model), requires a lot of time and
resources, so would normally take years to reach a
stage that would allow the trustful use and reliance.

The purpose of audit is to provide an acceptable level of
assurance for the audit team, company representatives
and public. As technology is rapidly evolving, the risks
and controls addressing them are also subject to
continuous change. That is why authors believe that
audits should be permanently adapted to the
particularities of the company, technology and risk
environment, or failure to identify and assess risks and
related controls may occur.

Thus, when facing cloud computing technology as an
important part of operational activity support, it is
essential to understand all risks that both the company
and service provider have to face, and ensure proper
controls are designed and implemented as for mitigating
the risks to an acceptable level.

Authors believe that it is hard for the regulators and
international organisations to keep laws and standards
in line with the rapid technological evolution, and that,
just as the definition of audit, complying with standards
may only offer an acceptable, limited assurance over the
security of information. Therefore, companies, service
providers and customers or other business partners
should not take compliance for granted, and should keep
an eye open to the dynamic risk environment in order to
ensure a proper understanding of the security level,
respectively the expected level of confidentiality, integrity
and availability of data.
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Abstract

The transparency of financial information is an
indispensible component of competition on the capital
market. The financial information is relevant if the
governance may estimate predictive, forecasting
information for the perenniality of that entity, relying on
the present information. Predictions must be achieved
so that they may be confirmed. The purpose of the
paper is to demonstrate how governance may come
quite closer to the assumption of going concern and
anticipate much earlier the bankruptcy risk, on the basis
of a good corporation governance. The theoretical-
scientific support of the paper is given by the research
regarding the necessity of going concern, an element of
corporate governance and implicitly of risk management.
In order to make the research, there have been used
information and documentation from speciality literature
and also from the evolution of Romanian economic
reality. Starting from the evolution of agricultural sector
and from the risk of maintaining/developing a business
going on, an agricultural link is in view, with the aim to
discover the inner reserves to be used in order to obtain
and observe the ,going concern” principle, the essence
of an efficient, economic, social business, a triad of a
sustainable development. In order to achieve the
proposed objective, there has been used a methodology
of fundamental research as regards risk characterization
- a key element foe achieving the aim of corporate
governance.

Keywords: predictive, informational transparency, going
concern, financial risk, bankruptcy risk, corporate
governance, governance code

JEL Classification: M41, M42, M49

AUDIT FINANCIAR, anul XIII



The corporate governance denotes a totality of control
elements which act together in order to settle the relation
between all those interested in company (shareholders,
management, employees, clients, suppliers, state), also
called stakeholders, with the aim to increase the
company performance.

The term “corporate governance” constitutes a totality of
rules by which a corporation is managed and controlled,
in other words it is the main actors within the company,
settling the ,rules of the game”.

The purpose of this scientific approach is to take into
account the role, importance and utility of governance
code, as a basic pillar in the corporate life of a company,
a governance supported by accounting conventions
which have to assure the informational transparency, a
qualitative characteristic of financial situations which
confers them the surplus of value used to present the
entity on the capital market. The continuity of agricultural
business is assured by eliminating risks, in this way the
governance implication being necessary, relying on a
governance corporate code considered to be a
reference mark in business.

The corporate governance appeared as an answer to
the spectacular failures in the private field. In a relatively
short time, these failures have shaken, by theirs
amplitude, the investors’ trust in the way in which
companies were managed.

In 1992, in Great Britain, Sir Adrian Cadbury, elaborated
the CADBURY REPORT, being preoccupied with the
research of the common causes of corporate failures in
private system.

The report highlighted that corporations bankruptcy was
determined by the major problems of organization and
function of internal control system. These problems are
in the competence of top management. The general
management failed not only to avoid the catastrophes,

Nr. 5(125)/2015

but also in certain situations he even represented the
source of this failure.

Later on, there also appeared other reports to confirm
Cadbury’s words, in this way contributing to the
elaboration of practical rules and codes in all fields.

The principles and codes of corporate governance have
been developed and completed by OECD and World
Bank, which have been implied in this process.

OECD principles constituted reference marks in
achieving national codes regarding corporate
governance. Firstly, these principles are centred around
publicly traded companies but they do not neglect the
problems referring to companies having great
transactions, which have not been listed at stock.

Alongside codes and guides regarding corporate
governance we can also mention ,The White Book of
corporate administration in the South - East Europe”,
Stability Pact, South East European Agreement for
reform, investments, integrity and economic growth, in
2003.

Marcel Ghita et al. (2009) consider that according to
World Bank, the purpose of corporate governance is to
maintain the balance between the economic and social
objectives, between common and individual ones, a fact
which contributes to the encouragement of efficient use
of resources and responsibility of those administrating
them. The key word in defining the corporate
governance is “balance” and “responsibility”.

The World Bank point of view is similar to the
conclusions of Cadbury Report, i.e.: The purpose of
corporate governance is to bring closer the interests of
private, of corporations and organizations.

Governance presupposes the settlement of a coherent
link between the management instruments for an
efficient and effective management to achieve the
proposed objectives by elaborated strategies and plans,
diminishing or eliminating the profit antagonism — the
risk.

By applying the functions of modern management and
by a coherent cooperation, governance presupposes a
management with and by means of internal audit,
internal control, a management of viable risk.

The principles of corporate governance have been
presented in general, the countries having the possibility
of adapting and applying them depending on
particularities.
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In Romania, the first corporate governance code was
adopted in 2001. In the same year, BSE created Plus
Category (“of plus transparency”) to be admitted at the
Stock Cote. The companies quoted at BSE had the
possibility of being promoted in Plus Category only after
they had taken over in their setting up documents, the
provisions of Corporate governance code. However,
this did not enjoy the expected success. There was only
one company that asked for being promoted in “Plus
Category”.

In the following years, BSE created the Institute of
Corporate Governance. lts main purpose was to educate
the quoted entities about the promotion of some proper
standards of corporate governance. The Institute of
Corporate Governance took actively part in the discovery
of the best practises of corporate governance and
contributed to the adoption of ,White Book” of Corporate
Governance in the South-East European countries.

Niculae Feleaga et al. (2011) consider that the
implementation of Corporate Governance in Romania is
not deprived of some fundamental inconsistencies:

> lack of a detailed analysis regarding the relation
between owner and manager;

> the feeble implication of the other participating
parties in the process of making decisions;

> lack of a conceptual framework for an efficient
market and its social implications;

> auditor's disputable implication in promoting the
companies governance;

> failure of implementing reforms of an accounting
system in accordance with the international
evolutions;

> settlement of control mechanism for a real, relevant,
reliable, intelligible, compatible and significant
financial information.

In 2008, a new code of corporate governance was
adopted which is based on the OCDE principles. This
new code came into force beginning with the fiscal year
2009. The code is willingly applicable by the companies
transacted on the market operated by BSE, a
Declaration of conformity or non-conformity with the
provisions of Corporate Governance Code. (Declaration
,apply or explain”) in which there are specified
recommendations which were effectively implemented
as well as recommendations regarding the way of
implementing them.
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Overviewing the above characteristics and estimations,
it is noticeable the fact that this Code of BSE Corporate
Governance is similar to those adopted by other
European Union member states and with other
recommendations of conformity, important for directors
and for board of administration being at the
management of Romanian companies.

We consider that the previsions of BSE code have a
supletive character as to the other norms in Romania,
applicable to the companies transacted on the regulated
market. (for example Law of business companies, Law
of accountancy, Law regarding the capital market etc.)

The research made in order to achieve this approach,
making use of a series of methodological instruments,
has as its product the attainment of the following
objectives:

» bibliographical research regarding governance code
— a product of corporate governance;

» aprofound study of the existing scientific support
regarding going concern in agriculture and the
achievement of primordial aim of financial reports —
informational transparency;

» approach and substantiation of problems and
process with scientific and practical character
concerning agriculture by the assumption of going
concern principle in an agricultural company in
Romania actively quoted at BSE, using the findings
of research made by specialists as a result of
European policies in the field;

> the role of governance code, firstly introduced in
Great Britain by Adrian Cadbury for today’s
business and especially for that of tomorrow.

In order to achieve objectives, having in view the nature
of approached problems, there have been used the
following methodological instruments:

» extended documentary research;

» the diachronically research in the evolution of
knowing the domain in general and of the scientific
one in particular;
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> research on criteria suggesting the breaking of
agricultural going concern, using the indicators of
economic, financial and bankruptcy risks;

» comparative research on seven scientific financial
models of bankruptcy risk prediction applicable for
ten agricultural firms quoted;

> case-study.

In order to obtain some data information there has been
used the documentary research of studies contained in
articles published in national and international journals in
the respective field, by specialists who made these
studies.

The characteristics of Romanian agriculture are also
definable for the studied agricultural entity, an entity
which is actively quoted of Bucharest Stock Exchange.
The company is one of the main producer of cereals and
technical plants in Romania. At present, the agro-
industrial sector has the following structure: the sector of
vegetable and animal production, the sector for
conditioning and storing, sector of food industry.

The assumption of going concern for analysed entity
depends on some criteria which are grouped according
to the International Standard of Audit 570 ,The principle
of going concern” as well as according to foreign
speciality literature, such as: operational criteria,
financial criteria and other indicators. (Manual of
International Regulations of Quality Control, Audit,
Review, Other Insurance Services and Connected
Services, 2013)

I. Operation criteria of the entity, suggesting the
observance of going concern principle imposed by the
accounting rules and necessary for expressing an
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opinion of the financial auditor, are connected with the
permanent improvement of the technical level (the
market advantage supported by the technical
advantage). Therefore, the company has modernised
the tractor and agricultural machines base, and used
high quality raw materials and consumables, which
supported the obtaining of seed production with a high
biological quality.

In the long run, the entity activity is admitted and visible
in the business environment and it is included in the list
of the first companies in the national top of firms for the
category of large enterprises in agriculture and forestry.

Il. Financial criteria which assured the going concern:

The company has started projects to draw structural
funds, in the line of European Union cohesion policy and
of developing the community zones in which it activates.

The investments made by such projects with European
finance and which are developing now are: Setting up a
vinification works — submitted in 2008, in development,
4 million Euro worth, with financing contract in ratio of
50%; Setting up cereal warehouse for 50.000 tones —

4 million Euro worth, in development, with a financing
contract of 50%; Setting up oil factory — in total value of
20.361.845 Euro, out of which eligible 5.999.952 Euro.

The raw materials used will be: sun flower, soy, rape and
processing capacities will be the following: sunflower —
450 T/day; soy — 750 T/day; rape — 500 T/day.

The end products obtained as a result of being
processed are: crude oil, ungummed: sunflower — 185
T/day,; soy — 138 T/day; rape — 209 T/day and grist
fodder: sunflower — 160 T/day with a protein content of
40%; soy — 525 T/day with a protein content of 49%;
rape — 307 T/day.

The factory is provided with an equipment of continuous
processing, ungummed included, with filtering sector
and without residual waters during the period of normal
operation.

Investments in agriculture and livestock: 4 vegetable
farms 8 million Euro worth, sustained in a ratio of 50%; a
fruit tree plantation of 1,5 million Euro worth, sustained
50%, a nursery for ornamental shrubs 2 million Euro
worth; 2 farms for milky goats 4 million Euro worth
sustained with 50%; a mill for cereals 4 million Euro
worth; a cereal warehouse of 100.000 Tons, 6 million
Euro worth; a factory for concentrated fodders 5 million

125



Euro worth; a factory of combined fodders 3,8 million
Euro worth, sustained with 50% of the investment value.

In order to formulate a reasonable opinion based on
adequate and sufficient evidence, the auditor can use
the analysis of economic risk to demonstrate the
observance of the going concern principle. The

approach used for this analysis was applied for the data
of the analysed agricultural entity for the period of years
2011-2013. As a result of calculating the amplitude a
characteristic of operational risk was obtained,
represented in Figures 1 and 2.

Figure 1. Indicators of the economic risk
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Figure 2. Indicators of the economic risk
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Among the economic factors which participated in the
formation and modification of economic risk we mention
the turnover. Although the turnover had a descending
trend, losing 7% as to the year 2013, the situation is not
unfavourable, under the conditions in which the cereal
price has lowered on the basis of the rise of production
volume.

The improvement of the amplitude between years 2011-
2013 is due to the diminishing of variable costs, obtained
under the conditions of a sustainable technical
investment, which contributed to the business increase
under conditions of economic efficiency.

In order to diminish the effects of operational risk, the
company management can resort to the use of internal
reserves on the line of costs, offering an advantage as
regards competition.

To get a complete image of operational risk for
agricultural entity, the analysis must be supplemented
with the analysis of financial risk, which might stir
interest to shareholders and debtors alike, because it
has direct effects on the financial structure of the
company.

In the context of economic crisis, the financial lever has
a descending trend as the company management, in
order to maintain the use of assets efficiently, resorted
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for investments to loans and European funds in order to
put to practice the strategies and tactics the entity
needed to diminish the impact of global crisis and to face
the economic changes (Figure 3).

The managers of agricultural entity understood the need
for change and tried, by observing the operational risk,
to establish the causes and effects of its dynamics, and
the way of diminishing the causes of economic crisis
was made by directing their own resources to technical
investment.

Confronted with the change, the managers of any
company can choose in order to achieve the proposed
objectives, from the following four categories:
1-structural changes in the nature of tasks, in
organizational relations, in the structure components;
2-changes as regards the motivation and the training
level of the staff; 3-technological changes; 4-changes in
the management style (Androniceanu, 1998).

The above mentioned aspects find their valences in
practice, because we found, that the agricultural entity,
approached structural changes, technological changes
and changes in the training and professional
development of the staff whose quantifying and
unquantifying effects must be thoroughly analysed in the
following years.
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Figure 3. The impact of financial leverage on risk
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The financial risk with the economic risk can generate
payment incapacity of the economic entity, which once
penalised, may create the bankruptcy risk.

We will further present the most important aspects
characterising the bankruptcy risk. This can be caused
by using different types of analyses (liquidation-exigibility
analysis, functional analysis, dynamics analysis, known
under the name of traditional methods, as well as
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modern methods and statistic-financial models, among
which we find E. Altman Model, Conan&Holder Model,
the Model of Central Balances in the Bank of France, the
Model of French Commercial Credit, the Model "credit-
man" or "security-analysis", B — Bailesteanu and A — lon
Anghel Model.

Although the score functions presented are not addressed
to agricultural activities, by the following calculations, we
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try to determine if the functions go to the same risk zone The results obtained after the application of the models
and if there are functions, from those had in view, which shown on the sample of our entity are presented in

are away from the rest of the functions as regards the Figure 4.

bankruptcy risk from the zone detected.

Figure 4. Concentration and dispersion of risk-bankruptcy varying with the seven statistic-financial methods
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The criteria presented, having effects on going concern
of agricultural business in general and in the case of
analysed entity, in particular, have in view to notice
aspects which must be taken into account, more
precisely eliminated, so that the Romanian agriculture
can be sustainable, which can be enlisted in the rules of
accountancy — of going concern convention.

The operational criteria, the financial ones, and not only
the above details furnish the transparent information that
agricultural business must get the valences of some
great initiatives, in order to make use of their advantages
and eliminate the weak points of subsistence agricultural
entity. Once turned into great agricultural sustainable,
lasting business, the social players as well as the state
of normalization impose the transition to a new stage,
that of organization governance.

The analysed entity is one of the great players on the
agricultural market which has shares quoted at stock
and, under these conditions, tacitly admits the valences
of governance code. It would be relevant for its
management to admit and apply the valences of the
principles of governance code and the role of internal
audit in risk attenuation and elimination.

In evaluating the informational transparency, the auditor
overviews all the above mentioned criteria, which
reinforce the idea of entity' going concern. Therefore, the
accountancy principles, their observance in drawing and
presenting the financial situation by the entity

management, their informational transparency is, by the
same logic, reasonably certified by the auditor, too.

With divergent positions and interests, managers,
auditors, and the rest of financial information users,
relying on different systems, conventions and
accountancy practises, internal control, audit
concentrate on the same product - financial situations
and their requirements — informational transparency.
The informational transparency must be transposed with
the same care, so that it may harmonise with the
divergent interests of informational receivers, which
must be not only quantitative but also qualitative.

The speciality literature assigns to Altman Model, highly
used in financial practise and applicable especially to
companies quoted at the Stock Exchange, belonging to
different fields of activity, a classifying accuracy of over
70%. Moreover, it is considered the first score-function
which allowed the anticipation of 75% of bankruptcies
two years before their occurance. By the present
research it has been proved that Altman Model is viable
for agricultural domain, too. In this way, we continued
the research by applying the Altman Model to other ten
companies actively at BSE in the agricultural field. The
selection was made depending on the field of activity
(CAEN), agriculture, forestry and pisciculture,
respectively. For the period 2011-2013, the situation is
presented according to Figure 5.

Figure 5. The percentage dynamics of companies in the framework of Altman model of risk zone, in the
period 2011-2013
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Source: Processed by the authors on the financial reports of the company
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As a result of some analyses for the period 2011-2013,
we find that the agricultural entities under study are in a
percentage of 60% in a bankruptcy zone within a year,
followed in a percentage of 10% in a zone with a high
bankruptcy risk and 10% in a zone with low bankruptcy
risk, a situation quite unfavourable for Romanian
agriculture. However we meet a ratio of 20% belonging
to a zone without bankruptcy risk. The rise/low of score-
function value must determine the management of
agricultural entities to discover the sensitive zones and
even more to express a point of view as regards the
model relevance. There is the possibility that the
company have good financial results, but the model of
predicting the bankruptcy risk applied should not reflect
the company standing correctly, and therefore it is
insignificant.

The corporate governance relies on organization
strategy and on expenditures it implies, but also on the
trials to classify the relationship between different
participants in the management determination and
corporate operation.

Among the principles applicable by the corporate
governance, which the agricultural entities should apply
in risk administration, to confer them a better protection

against this and therefore the continuation of activity, we
recommend:

> the use on a large scale of non-executive managers
(Adrian Cadbury Code);

» annual revise of control system (Nigel Turnbull
Report);

» afinal adoption of principle ,comply or explain”
(Sarbanes-Oxley Law);

> admission and usage of internal audit results.

The transition from formal to essence in the application
of corporate governance represents the moment in
which the business in Romania passes to a new stage —
that of responsible, transparent business, to create the
premises of a greater trust in the business environment,
on investment line and implicitly a prolific stock market.
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