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Abstract 
This paper analyses the intellectual structure of research 
on the audit and assurance of extra-financial reports, with 
the dual objective of mapping the intellectual structure of 
the field and identifying avenues for further inquiry.  
Employing bibliometric techniques and co-word analysis 
on data extracted from the Scopus database, the study 
maps the field’s evolution from 2010 to the present. The 
findings reveal a thematic shift toward regulatory 
compliance, audit quality, and integrated reporting, 
reflecting a growing global demand for accountability. 
However, the analysis uncovers a significant geographical 
and institutional bias: the current literature is heavily 
dominated by Western contexts, with a marked 
underrepresentation of Africa and the Arab world. This 
limitation hinders the development of inclusive theoretical 
models capable of addressing the challenges of emerging 
markets. The study’s contribution lies in identifying the 
need to investigate audit firm constraints in contexts 
where sustainability standards are still in a developmental 
phase, such as Tunisia. By highlighting these neglected 
areas, the research provides a strategic agenda for 
scholars and policymakers to design governance 
frameworks that are effective across diverse regulatory 
environments. 
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